
TOP 10 

GARDENS 

TO VISIT IN 

AUSTRALIA 

2020

AUSTRALIA 

UNWRAPPED

Bossiaea walkeri, AALBG,

fl attened branches, Peter Hall

Bossiaea walkeri at AALBG,

Peter Hall

Bossiaea walkeri, AALBG,bright red pea fl owers,Peter Hall 

Everlasting Daisies, Rodanthe chlorocephala subsp. rosea,  AALBG Courtyard, J.Zwar

It is almost the end of the year; a year which has been like no other. 
We certainly hope for an end to Covid 19 and returning to life as 
we knew it. We are so fortunate in South Australia that Covid has 
been so well controlled and that we have not had restrictions as 
severe as in many places. Although the Visitor Reception Building 
at the Garden closed for a period and our volunteers were not 
able to work at the Garden, permanent staff were kept on and 
the Garden remained open to visitors. Once restrictions eased 
our volunteers returned to work and the Visitor Centre reopened. 
Chris, our Secretary and Garden Guide Co-ordinator tells me that 
the Garden has been very busy with visitors, many for the fi rst time 
and that the Bluebush Cafe has been so busy that the Friends have 
helped out at times. Guided tours have also been very popular and 
school visits have resumed. The Garden is looking the best it has 
for years following good rains through the year. Friends volunteers 
have almost completed the new 7km vermin proof fence around 
the Garden, a magnifi cent effort for our small group of fencing 
volunteers. Funding was raised and donated by Friends for this 
major project, and our sincere thanks to all who contributed in any 
way.

The Plant Sales area in the Visitor Centre is about to be 
upgraded with funding provided by the Friends and four 
security “trail cameras” also provided with funding assistance
(approximately $13,000) from the Friends. These will be used 
for Garden and boundary security where vandals have damaged 
fencing, and for animal and bird surveys. 

During the period when the Visitor Centre including the plant sales,  
area was closed, Nursery staff operated an innovative half price 
phone/mail order plant sale with a free local delivery service and 
mail order service Australia wide. This was widely publicised and 
was very successful and almost completely cleared out nursery 
stock with plants being safely dispatched to many parts of Australia. 
It was also great publicity for our Garden. Over the last 18 months 
or so the Friends Executive, with appropriate legal assistance, have 
updated and brought our tax deductible status into compliance 
following changes to regulations. 

It has been a very different year for us all but fortunately for the 
AALBG there have been positive developments as well as the bonus 
of a good season.

My very best wishes to all Friends and AALBG supporters for 
the Christmas season and for the new year. We really value your 
support and look forward to seeing you at the Garden when you 
are able to visit.

John Zwar

Bossiaea walkeri or Cactus Pea is a shrub with fl attened, almost leafl ess branches, that grows to 
about two metres in height by about the same width. It has bright red pea fl owers in the spring.
Cactus Pea grows in NSW, VIC, SA and WA. It usually grows in well-drained, semi-arid areas.

Bossiaea is named after Boissieu la Martiniere, an eighteenth century French physician and botanist. 
There are about fi fty species, all endemic to Australia.
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Bossiaea walkeri, AALBG,

full size shrub, Peter Hall

NEXT MEETING / CHRISTMAS MEETING

Please note after the meeting there will be

Christmas Nibbles provided for Friends 

(you are asked to buy your own drinks).

Date and Time: Saturday 5th December,
2020 at 1.00pm

Venue: WMC Herbarium and Meeting Room, AALBG

Guest Speaker and Topic: Brian Reichelt and Peter Hall, 

‘Achievements in the Garden in 2020’. Long-time Friends of the AALBG, Peter Hall and Brian 

Reichelt are both tireless workers and passionate supporters of the Garden. Using photos to illustrate 

their points, they will outline what Friends have achieved in the past twelve months in partnership 

with Garden Staff. You will be amazed and delighted at the scale of contribution achieved by so few 

Friends. 

Peter's Plants by Peter Hall

,  AALBG Courtyard, J.Zwar

Peter & Brian
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Peaceful Dove, Peter Langdon

Budgerigahs, Peter Langdon

Pallid Cuckoo, Perry Jones 

Little Eagle, Peter Langdon 

Bird Watchers Bulletin Board at AALBG, made and kept up to date 
by Friends, Sept 2020, John Zwar

In late July, before the rain, a Peaceful Dove Geophila striata was sighted in the 
Mallee area of the Garden; it’s a common dove but not seen often in the AALBG.

BIRD TALK from the GARDEN  by Peter Langdon
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DIARY DATES

Thursday Night Sunset Dinners in the Bluebush Cafe
19th November until 17th December 2020:
Bookings are essential. Phone 8641 9117
Late night shopping and specials available at the Gift Shop on those nights.

Wednesday 9th December 2020
Volunteers Lunch
Lunch in the Conference Room
Bookings are essential. Phone 8641 9117
* Due to Covid-19 restrictions the format will vary somewhat.

FIELD TRIPS

ALL trips are subject to any Covid-19 restrictions which may occur...

Bird Watching Field Trips for the Birds SA PORT AUGUSTA GROUP:
Sunday 13th December 2020 in the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden.
Meet in the Car Park at 7:30 a.m.

Please bring: binoculars, sturdy footwear, hat, sun protection, and morning tea. 
Contacts: Peter 86425723 / 0457708859 or
Bernie 0419863834 / b.haase@telstra.com

Please note Christmas Lunch is in the Bluebush Café followed by the

showing of the year’s best birding photos.

Since the rain there have been quite a few Pied Honeyeaters Certhionyx variegatus 

passing through (30 + on October 3rd) and thousands of Budgerigahs Meopsittacus 

undulatus, which are usually seen during this time of year.

There have been a few Cuckoos around, and a Singing Honeyeater Lichenostomus 

virescens was seen feeding its foster child a large fl edgling Pallid Cuckoo Cacomantis 

(Cuculus) pallidus at the nursery compound.

Group members who attended the “Breakfast with the Birds” saw a fl edgling
Black-eared Cuckoo Chalcies (Chrysococcyx) osculans. A pair of Little Eagles have 
taken up roosting in the Garden, and Nankeen Kestrels Falco cenchroides and 
Collared Sparrowhawks Accipiter cirrhocephalus are nesting at present.



Chris's Observations   by Chris Nayda

Australia’s national fl ower 

the Golden Wattle Acacia 

pycnantha in full fl ower at the 

Display Gardens at the AALBG 

earlier this year.  In the front 

at the right, the grey foliage is 

Eremophila lachnocalyx and 

at the back left the native pine 

is Callitris glaucophylla.

The acacias were and some 

still are, very colourful this 

year at the Garden with 

many shades of yellow to 

delight. 

Acacias belong to the Fabaceae family (the pea family) so if you have time to 
wander around the AALBG it's interesting to look at all the different legumes
(pea pods) on the wattles. Each species has a different  pod so they are very 
important in identifying species. There 
are approximately 80 different species 
of acacias (wattles) at the AALBG, 
so see how many you can fi nd. Take 
photos if you like and check them out.

The photo to the right shows the 
seed pods  (legumes) of the Acacia 

pycnantha and also you can see some 
mulga apples  or acacia galls. These 
lumps are occasionally found on the 
leaves or stems of many acacias. 
They are caused by a very small wasp 
which lays its eggs on the leaves, stem 
tissue or fl ower heads of the plant. 
Afterwards a biochemical reaction 
occurs and the larvae, when born feed 
on the newly formed lumps until they 

mature and burrow their way out 
and the life cycle starts 
again. Reference Neville 
Bonney  “Acacia”

Acacias belong to the Fabaceae family (the pea family) so if you have time to 

Mulching new Eremophila Garden, Brian Reichelt

Mandy Atkinson  AALBG Facebook Site, 
Bernadette Reichstein

Western Myall in bloom, the emblem of our Garden, 
September 2020, John Zwar

Seed pods and mulga apples on 
Acacia pycnantha, Chris Nayda

New Fence, Brian Reichelt 

New Fence Entrance Chicane, Brian Reichelt 

Tour guides have had a steady fl ow of tours, with many 
South Australians visiting due to Covid-19 Restrictions 
not allowing a lot of interstate and overseas holidays.

Many of you may not know that we also have a 
volunteer who maintains the fl oral arrangements in 
the Bluebush Café at the Garden, Mandy Atkinson 
replenishes these table arrangements weekly with 
fl ower and plant cuttings taken from the Garden. 

Thank You Mandy.

on the newly formed lumps until they 
mature and burrow their way out 

Bonney  “Acacia”

Tour guides have had a steady fl ow of tours, with many 
South Australians visiting due to Covid-19 Restrictions 
not allowing a lot of interstate and overseas holidays.

Many of you may not know that we also have a 
volunteer who maintains the fl oral arrangements in 
the Bluebush Café at the Garden, Mandy Atkinson 
replenishes these table arrangements weekly with 

Australia’s national fl ower 

the Golden Wattle 

Display Gardens at the AALBG 

earlier this year.  In the front 

at the right, the grey foliage is 

Eremophila lachnocalyx 

at the back left the native pine 

The acacias were and some 

still are, very colourful this 

year at the Garden with 

many shades of yellow to 

Acacia pycnantha, Chris Nayda

Since our last newsletter volunteers and staff have continued to propagate and pot 
on plants for sale.

The outdoor group of volunteers and staff has been busy planting the area around 
the waste water treatment plant, mulching the new eremophila garden, weeding 
and planting in the carpark, weeding the courtyard and has commenced fencing 
the last of the boundary fence, completion expected by the end of October.  Some 
of the volunteers have commenced the arduous job of removing the abundance of 
introduced onion weed which has proliferated with the recent good rains.
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If you have a small group interested in Australian 
native bonsai, have you considered running a 
workshop? Talk to AALBG staff.

In July some of us met at the AALBG and looked at 
Callitris glaucophylla as a bonsai plant, explored 
different types of potting mixes (a new use for 
kitty litter!) and learnt about fi nding a bonsai pot 
to suit your plant.

In October we had another workshop with the 
Kadina APS.  One brave lady brought along her 
fi rst bonsai, an eremophila she had potted on at 
our March workshop. It was dead. What had she 
done? She didn’t know. But here was the chance 
to talk with others about their experiences with 
different plants. Together we reviewed our bonsai, potted on plants, talked about 
and pruned and wired some banksias and others, looked at different components 
of potting mixes...and had a lovely day. Polly took home a bonsai melaleuca, much 
encouraged by her new knowledge and the support of others.

Eremophila bignoniifl ora 

Xalternifolia, Jim Hayward Kadina, Oct 2020, Lib Bartholomeusz 
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2020 Corporate Members

BIG Friends by Jim Hayward
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FAALBG

PO Box 2040, Port Augusta, South Australia 5700 Email: friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au

President: John Zwar Mobile: 0408 887 565 Email: jzwar@bigpond.com

Vice President: Brian Reichelt Mobile: 0418 896 995 Email: breich@bigpond.net.au

Treasurer: Geraldine Davis Mobile: 0418 447 020 Email: glgadavis@bigpond.com

Secretary: Christine Nayda Mobile: 0434 717 382 Email: b.nayda@bigpond.com

Editor: Julie Owen Mobile: 0408 866 385 Email: jayowen@bigpond.com

Callitris glaucophylla,
Jim Hayward

BECOME A FRIEND
Individual (due annually 1st July) .....................................................$30

Includes 1 membership card

Family (due annually 1st July) ...........................................................$50

2 adults & dependant children under 18

Includes 2 membership cards (2 forms must be fi lled out)

Corporate (due annually 1st Jan) .....................................................$250

Includes 1 membership card per business

To join or renew please fi ll in form and make payment to:

The Secretary
The Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Inc
PO Box 2040, Port Augusta South Australia 5700

Cheques: Please make membership cheques payable to 

The Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Port Augusta Inc.

Direct Debit Details: Pleased use your name as reference

BSB: 035 065      Account: 164604      Account Name: FAALBG

Please tick a box: New Membership

 Renewal of Membership

Enclosed is my:  Subscription $ ___________ . ______

TOTAL $ ___________ . ______

Name: (Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms) ____________________________

Address: _______________________________________

______________________________________________

_________________________ Postcode: _____________

Phone: ________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________

Date: __________________________________________

Donation: Donations are gratefully accepted. Donations of $2 

and over are tax deductible. Receipts will be posted with the next 

newsletter.

Cheques: Please make Donation cheques payable to 

The Trustee for FAALBG Donation Account

Direct Debit Details: Pleased use your name as reference & notify 

via email (friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au) of any direct debits.

BSB: 035 065      Account: 228049

Account Name: Trust FAALBG Donation Acct

  Donation $ ___________ . ______

  

We welcome the newest addition to our corporate members

2020 CORPORATE MEMBERS OF FRIENDS OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN
We encourage Friends to patronise their businesses

Don't forget to mention that you are a Friend of the AALBG and that we appreciate their 
business participating as a corporate member of the Friends.

Augusta Courtyard Motel • Bruce & Steve Autos • Cinema Augusta
Crossroads Ecomotel • Crossroads Pharmacies • D & G Tyre Sales

Dan van Holst Pellekaan MP • Enfi eld Furnishers
First National Real Estate Port Augusta • Ghan Medical Centre

Gulf & Ranges Optometrists • Helloworld • Kevin Freeman Electrical
Northpoint Toyota • Pizza Hut • Port Augusta Refrigeration • Quorn Caravan Park

Red Gum Vet & Pet Boarding • Rossigns & Multiprint SA
Rowe Partners • Southern Cross Austereo • Spencer Gulf Law

Spencer Gulf Security

JOIN, RENEW, DONATE.


