
White-wing Fairy Wren 
- Peter Langdon

Autumn in the AALBG, - Brian Reichelt. 

Although the Garden is still open for visitors, the Visitor Reception 
Centre including the Bluebush Café, Gift and Plant sales Shop 
and Meeting Room is closed. Secretary Chris Nayda reports that 
the Garden is looking good. Up until the Covid-19 restrictions our 
volunteers continued to produce plants for sale. Unfortunately all 
offsite Plant Sales by Friends volunteers at events such as the 
Laura Folk Fair were cancelled because of Covid-19 restrictions. 
Before the restrictions our outdoor volunteers were involved 
in cleaning up and planting in the Flinders Region, mulching 
the old Eremophila Garden and with pruning.  Tour Guides 
had continued to operate tours. Fortunately, paid staff are still 
able to work at the Garden and a half price plant sale during 
this time is proving to be a success with free delivery locally 
and plants posted or bus freighted to other areas including to 
many interstate buyers. This is keeping plant stock moving 
from the nursery and is bringing in at least some income. 
Staff are also developing an area to be used for weddings.

Recently the Garden Manager Natalie Munns resigned and we 
offer sincere thanks and best wishes to her, and look forward to 
meeting the new Garden Manager Brendon Bevan when time allows.

1km of fencing materials donated by a Friend have arrived at the 
supplier and are awaiting collection after the Covid-19 restrictions 
are over. This will continue and almost complete the 7km vermin 
proof fence being funded and built by Friends volunteers with 
some help from Garden staff and a contractor. At our last meeting 
it was agreed to donate funds for 3 window blinds for the Café, a 
Laser pointer and new Flip Chart for the Conference Room.

The Friends have now finalised the Trust Donation Account and 
obtained Australian Charities and Not for Profit certification for 
Donation account. We are finalising the same for the Friends 
General Account. We are also replacing the old Friends Website 
with a completely new one. Our old website was developed by 
one of our members, Horst Weber in Munich, Germany more than 
20 years ago. Horst is interested in plants of the Flinders Ranges 
and has visited the Garden and as he is an IT expert, offered to 
develop and host our website, with updates as necessary. For 
many years this was the only website for the AALBG. A fantastic 
effort by one of our international members and we are most 
grateful for his expertise and generosity. Thankyou Horst! We look 
forward to the new website coming online. Friends are eager to 
get back to work supporting the Garden and Staff as soon as 
corona restrictions are lifted.

Best wishes to all Friends and supporters of the AALBG at this 
time and we look forward to normalisation when we will be 
able to meet again. Meanwhile stay safe and well and enjoy the 
Newsletter.

- John Zwar, OAM, CF. President.

Acacia peuce (peuce meaning pine-like) or Waddy Wood is a rare tree that grows near Birdsville 
and in the Simpson Desert.

It is upright and grows to about 10 metres in height. The phyllodes (or leaves) are terete, rigid and 
sharp, and are dark green.

The timber of Waddy Wood is very dark, heavy and extremely hard. The tree is very slow growing, 
and is resistant to white ant attack.
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Peter's Plants  by Peter Hall

Acacia peuce near Birdsville 

- Peter Hall

Rufous Fieldwren 

- Peter Langdon

Seed pods of Acacia peuce, AALB 
 - Peter Hall

Redthroat - Brian Reichelt

Since the rain at the start of February, and follow up falls since, birds at the Garden have dispersed somewhat. However, it is still relatively easy to see 20+ species in a morning. 
Redthroats, Rufous Fieldwrens, Chirruping Wedgebills and White-wing Fairy Wrens are still showing fairly well. Rainbow Bee-eaters nested at the Matthew Flinders Redcliff Lookout but that was before the rain. 

Remember that despite the present restrictions, the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden is still open and you can bird-watch on your own!

BIRD TALK from the GARDEN  by Peter Langdon



Peter Langdon yanks out 
Buffel Grass.

After our March 2020 Newsletter, Garden volunteering was moving 
on as normally with Volunteer propagators working hard to bring 
plants into production and preparing plants for the offsite plant sales 
to be held at Laura, Clare, Kadina and Burra. However, along came 
Covid-19 with social-distancing and cancellation of Plant Sales and of 
course closing of the Volunteer activities within the Garden. 

Before the closure of Volunteer activities, the outdoor Volunteers and 
staff had been busy removing Buffel Grass from the sandhill area of 
the Garden, adjacent to the Stuart Highway, with approximately six 
tandem trailer loads being removed before the shutdown. Volunteers 
and staff had also been busy tidying up and replanting the Flinders 
Region of the Garden. 

Approximately 12 Friends were involved in Clean Up Australia Day, 
and the area selected for the clean up was the Stuart Highway in the 
80kmh zone fronting the Garden. The amount of rubbish removed 
filled one full rubbish skip and also a small amount was taken to 
another skip. 

Whilst Covid-19 restrictions have been in place the Garden, staff  
members have commenced the construction of an area where 
wedding ceremonies will be able to be held. This was as a result of a 
brain-storming session to look at ways of attracting more people to 
the Garden and of course raising much needed funds for the Garden.

All Volunteers are eagerly awaiting the removal of Covid-19 restrictions 
so that they may return to their volunteering activities in the Garden. 
Let’s hope that it is sooner than later.

- Photos by Brian Reichelt

On the 17th April 2020 we bade a fond farewell to Natalie Munns who has been the Garden Manager for a number of years. 
Natalie, through her management style, brought an additional wave of enthusiasm, team building & friendship, which will be greatly 
missed by the Friends. We wish Natalie all the best in whatever she undertakes in the future, and know she will enjoy her life with 
her family in the Barossa Valley. 

We welcome the new Manager Brendon Bevan to the Garden, and look forward to working with Brendon and the staff to continue 
to benefit and grow the Garden for all visitors to enjoy. Brendon has kindly supplied a brief bio as an introduction of himself to the 
Friends.

“Born and raised in South Africa, I enjoyed a privileged childhood virtually growing up on a game reserve. After that, I always knew 
I’d be involved with some sort of environmental work as a career. I was very fortunate to work in some truly magnificent locations 
throughout southern Africa in the realms of tourism, as well as various research projects from predator prey analysis to elephant 
impact studies. 

Having had a taste of what Australia had to offer back in 2000, the decision to make the permanent move over here was an easy 
one. I have been most fortunate in having had the opportunity to work in every state and territory with the exception of Queensland. I 
have worked for large tourism bodies such as Great Walks of Australia, where I established The Arkaba Walk here in South Australia. 
Having worked in the Luxury Lodges space for a decade, I thoroughly enjoyed Bamurru Plains in the NT, Sal Salis in WA and of 
course Arkaba here in SA. Most recently, I managed Seven Spirit Bay up in the Cobourg Peninsula.

This new opportunity to return to South Australia brings me back to what I love most and I am truly excited at the prospects of what 
this new role might bring.”

Kind regards 
Brendon Bevan - Manager  
Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden and Wadlata Outback Centre

Garden News by Brian Reichelt
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Changing of the Guard by Brian Reichelt 

Ian Hopwood adds to the trailer's 
load of Buffel Grass. Out damned grass, out!
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Brendon Bevan, new Manager at the 

AALBG, with Nat Munns the previous 

Manager, 17 April 2020, - B. Reichstein

Natalie Munns with her farewell presents 
from FAALBG - B. Reichstein

What a find! 

Designated area for Weddings

Observing social distancing Brendon Bevan presented the certificate 
to Brian Reichelt and  Chris Nayda who were representing the 
Friends of the AALBG.

Not just small pieces of litter either! 

Friends armed with hats, gloves and bags.

We filled this skip!

Recognition for the 
FAALBG for Outstanding 

Volunteer Service.



Bonsai at the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta 
A ‘Friend’ of the Garden, Jim Hayward, facilitated an ‘Australian Native Bonsai for Beginners’ 
workshop on Saturday March 14th at Kadina, South Australia, for 14 participants who met at the 
Australian Plants Society Northern Yorke Peninsula nursery.

Several folk already had bonsai, but this was their first time looking at Australian natives as bonsai. 
We potted on a Melaleuca glomerata (a gasp when half the roots were cut off!), a Callistemon 
Captain Cook (washed soil off its roots with Seasol to fit it into a bonsai pot), and played with others, 
including Callistemon Red Rover, a challenge from Duncan at Coromandel Native Nursery in the 
Adelaide Hills.

In the afternoon session, using resources from the nursery, everyone got their hands dirty and took 
home a new bonsai plant to care for.

Bonsai with Australian Native Plants by Lib Bartholomeusz
A fascinating bonsai workshop was held at the Australian Plants Society NYP clubrooms in Kadina in 
early March, back when groups could meet together.
Jim Hayward, an informative and entertaining presenter soon had everyone rapt with what he was 
saying and demonstrating. Jim is a long standing volunteer at the Australian Arid Lands Botanic 
Garden in Port Augusta and it was there that he developed his skills and creativity with bonsai, 
supported by the Victorian Native Bonsai Club.

Having explained that the term ‘bonsai’ literally means ‘plant in a shallow tray', Jim presented 
examples of his collection as a means of illustrating key concepts of the art. Everyone was impressed 
by his training of an Eremophila racemosa. 

He showed how to create stunning miniature landscapes using plants that had been left too long 
insmall pots.  With strategic pruning of roots and exposure of the top-most section of the roots, 
thoughtful placement of the plant into a tray, then hard pruning of selected branches, Jim created 
marvels. Everyone was holding their breath when he was manipulating a Melaleuca glomerata, 
cutting off a third of the root ball, then pruning and wiring a Callistemon Captain Cook … but Jim’s 
expertise and clear explanations made it seem achievable, with patience and practice.

After lunch participants selected small pot bound plants from the APS nursery including Kunzeas, 
Eucalypts, Eremophilas and Melaleucas. With trays from Jim, they headed down to the potting shed 
full of enthusiasm to have a go themselves.  This session was quite nerve wracking for first-timers 
but advice from others helped them stay confident enough to create their first bonsais.

Workshop attendees were members of Australian Plants Society or the Kadina Cottage Garden 
Club. They had a wide range of knowledge and experience, ranging from complete beginners to 
those who wanted to refine their skills. The challenge for all who attended is to nurture their highly 
sculpted plants so the plants will continue to grow and develop under their care.  The group decided 
to meet again to share their successes and failures and to hold a follow up workshop with Jim in a 
few months.  It’s now necessary to stay at home, so ‘meetings’ may need to be online events.  In 
the meantime, it’s handy to have an intriguing form of gardening to keep participants curious and 
engaged.

Grateful thank yous go to Jim Hayward for his excellent presentation and Sandra McKenzie for doing 
all of the organising needed to make a most successful workshop.
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BIG Friends by Jim Hayward

Jim used a Callistemon Red Rover to demonstrate techniques 

such as visualising the space created before removing foliage.

Back in the clubrooms comparing creations.  

Participants working on their first bonsai. Jan White proudly 

displaying her efforts, with other members making finishing 

touches in the background.
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2020 CORPORATE MEMBERS OF FRIENDS OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN

We welcome these Corporate Members and encourage Friends to 
patronise their businesses. More than ever we ask that you support 
our Corporate Members who have no doubt been suffering greatly 

due to the Covid-19 restrictions, but have still supported the Friends 
and the Garden.

Don't forget to mention that you are a Friend of the AALBG and that we appreciate 
their business participating as a Corporate Member of the Friends.

THE AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN IS PROUDLY  
OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE PORT AUGUSTA CITY COUNCIL

BECOME A FRIEND
Individual (due annually 1st July) .....................................................$30 
Includes 1 membership card

Family (due annually 1st July) ...........................................................$50 
2 adults & dependant children under 18 

Includes 2 membership cards (2 forms must be filled out)

Corporate (due annually 1st Jan) .....................................................$250 
Includes 1 membership card per business

To join or renew please fill in form and make payment to:

The Secretary 
The Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Inc 
PO Box 2040, Port Augusta South Australia 5700

Cheques: Please make membership cheques payable to  
The Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Port Augusta Inc.

Direct Debit Details: Pleased use your name as reference 
BSB: 035 065      Account: 164604      Account Name: FAALBG

Please tick a box: New Membership

 Renewal of Membership

Enclosed is my:  Subscription $ ___________ . ______

 TOTAL $ ___________ . ______

Name: (Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms) ____________________________

Address: _______________________________________

______________________________________________

_________________________ Postcode: _____________

Phone: ________________________________________

Email: _________________________________________

Date: __________________________________________

Donation: Donations are gratefully accepted. Donations of $2 
and over are tax deductible. Receipts will be posted with the next 
newsletter.

Cheques: Please make Donation cheques payable to  
The Trustee for FAALBG Donation Account

Direct Debit Details: Pleased use your name as reference & notify 
via email (friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au) of any direct debits. 
BSB: 035 065      Account: 228049 
Account Name: Trust FAALBG Donation Acct

  Donation $ ___________ . ______
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