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President's Report by John Zwar

   Celebrating 30 Years

Along with Secretary Chris Nayda & Treasurer 

Geraldine Davis I attended the very well organised 

biennial Australian Association of Friends of Botanic 

Gardens Conference hosted by The Friends of The 

Gold Coast Botanic Garden in August. The conference 

was excellent with stimulating and interesting 

presentations, a tour of the GC Botanic Garden and 

two field trips to the Mount Tamborine area including 

a visit to the Mount Tamborine Botanic Garden, a 

rainforest national park and a large private garden. 

The other field trip included another national park 

and a visit to an eco village in an impressive setting. 

Attendance was just under 100 with only one of the 

many NSW gardens being represented and only a 

handful from Queensland, despite some being quite 

close. There was better representation though from 

SA and Victoria. Our Treasurer, Geraldine Davis had 

been National President of the Australian Association of 

Friends of Botanic Gardens for two years and presented 

a good overview of the Association’s activities before 

standing down. Both Geraldine and I continue as 

committee members of the AAFBG. You may like to 

look at conference proceedings and the Association's 

magazine “Campsis” on the AAFBG website:  

www.friendsbotanicgardens.org We now look forward 

to the next conference in Geelong, Victoria, in 2016.

Friends have been busy at the Garden with volunteering 

on Wednesdays and have done an amazing lot of 

work including many new plantings in the Eremophila 

Garden. A small Acacia exhibit by Friends in the Visitors 

Centre has been commented on favourably, and a new 

exhibit entitled, The Many Moods of the Myall, will be 

mounted before our next meeting and in time for a visit 

by staff from the Royal Botanic Garden Cranbourne 

(Victoria) who will be on a study tour of gardens and 

arboreta in South Australia in December. The Friends 

will help host their visit. A Friends dinner will be held 

on Mon 8th Dec as a fund raiser and our Cranbourne 

guests will attend. Garden Manager Cherie Gerlach 

and Friends meet every two weeks and are preparing 

a calendar of events for next year. If you have any ideas 

or suggestions, please let us know. Shirley Mundy 

continues to seek out possible grant funding and 

has submitted two more funding requests. The very 

successful bird book launched just over two years ago 

has been revised by Peter Langdon and Brian Reichelt 

and reprinted and is now on sale at the AALBG.

The 1978 model blue Ford tractor that was donated 

by the Friends over 25 years ago has been taken out 

of service and in need of major repairs. The cost of 

these repairs is well over $5,000. A preferred option is 

to purchase a new 40HP tractor with three way bucket 

and turf tyres. This is a much more suitable option for 

the environment and use requirements of the Garden. 

The Friends have agreed to provide Council with a 

loan for $35,000, repayable over three years, for the 

purchase of the new tractor.

Our membership cards are being replaced with gold 

cards. Read how they will work elsewhere in the 

newsletter. Friends recently had a stall at an Ageing 

Expo in Port Augusta and signed up two more members 

and also worked at the Spring Garden Expo at AALBG 

and signed up six new members.

Friend John Barrie donated a gopher which belonged 

to his late Father who loved coming to AALBG. John 

will deliver it to the AALBG in about a month. It is likely 

to be well used. Thanks for this generous gesture 

John! Money from the donation box has been used to 

purchase new garden tools including a brush cutter 

and hedge cutter for the Garden. A memorial seat for 

former member John Brook has been ordered. It is 

being funded by the Mount Barker Rotary Club. We are 

investigating shade covers over tables and seats in the 

Garden which will be appreciated by visitors especially 

during summer.

I look forward to seeing those who are able to 

attend our final meeting for the year on Saturday 

6th December, and take this opportunity to thank all 

Friends for their support and extend my best wishes to 

all for the festive season.

A big thank you to Bernie Haase for his wonderful insect photos throughout this issue!

Hawk Moth Caterpillar

Diary Dates
 
Christmas Shopping Event! 

for Friends and Arid Smart Club members.
Monday 1st December, 6-8pm, AALBG Visitor Centre. 
Free drinks and nibbles. Great specials!
 

Next meeting of the Friends of the  

Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden.

Saturday 6th December, 1pm,  
in the WMC meeting room, at AALBG.  
Guest speaker is Richard Glatz, entomologist from 
Kangaroo Island. Talk is entitled: INTERACTIONS 
BETWEEN INSECTS AND PLANTS IN THE MALLEE. 
The meeting will be followed by afternoon tea  
as an end of year get-together.
 

Friends Only Dinner.

Monday 8th December, at the  
Bluebush Cafe, AALBG, 6.30pm. Cost is $40.
Meet three staff from the Royal Botanic Garden 
Cranbourne, Victoria, who are recipients of an 
Elizabeth Murdoch Scholarship and are very 
interested in SA and the benefits for the ongoing 
future cooperation between both Gardens.  
Bookings to Chris on 0434 717 382.
 

Bird Life Australia Club. 
Sunday 14th December. Meet at AALBG car park 
at 7.30am for the walk, followed by Christmas 
Lunch at the Bluebush Cafe AALBG.  
Phone: Peter 8642 5723, Greg 8648 6630, 
or Bernie 0419 863 834.
 

Working Bee at the AALBG every Wednesday 
morning from 8.30am. Phone Brian 0418896995.
 

Geraldine Davis giving her President's Report at  

the AAFBG Conference, Gold Coast Botanic Garden.  

- John Zwar

John Zwar delivering his presentation at the  AAFBG 

Conference, Gold Coast Botanic Garden. - John Zwar
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Dr Richard Glatz - Biography

A trial is underway at the AALBG nursery yard to 

determine the germination rates of Eucalyptus 

coolabah in the channel country in the far north-east 

of South Australia.

This is a Commonwealth funded biodiversity project, 

“Improving habitat condition and connectivity in SA’s 

channel country”. It aims to obtain information from 

the Warburton and Diamantina riverine systems. One of 

the projects being carried out is to explore E. coolabah 

ecology and increase carbon storage by encouraging  

E. coolabah recruitment.

Dr Nerrisa Haby, landscape ecologist with the 

Department for Environment, Water and Natural 

Resources, SA is conducting trials to determine:

(1)  The palatability of E. coolabah plants. This is  

      to be able to manage stock grazing to increase  

      E. coolabah recruitment and carbon sequestration  

      for financially viable incentives.

(2)  To determine if E. coolabah has a seed bank  

      and when they reproduce.

(3)  What other plant species germinate within  

      the E. coolabah sample areas.

Soil samples were collected from the channel country in 

the far north-east of SA. Soil was taken from 19 sites 

along channel banks and floodplains, 15 sites from 

waterhole riparian zones and 1 site from soil and mulch 

at a bore fed wetland.

A tunnel shade house was supplied by Nerrisa ($8600), 

and was erected, and an irrigation system installed, by 

me, in between other jobs. Benches were constructed 

Eucalyptus coolabah Germination Trial
by TAFE students and a bale of seed raising soil mix 

bought. All this equipment will be donated to the AALBG 

when the trials are completed. All other trays, pots, 

labels, etc. are from our nursery stock and will be reused. 

Nerrisa set up the trial format to be used, soil trays, and 

planted the seed / soil samples. The monitoring and data 

gathering has been done by Nerrisa and the pricking out 

of seedlings and potting them into small tubes is being 

done by Nerrisa and Friends volunteer, Viti Smith.

Nerrisa has lost her contract with DEWNR due to state 

government cost cuts. She now lives in the Riverland 

or Adelaide and travels to Port Augusta regularly to 

continue monitoring and input data collected voluntarily. 

Too much effort has been put in to the project by her and 

others, to let the project simply fold due to cost cutting 

and she wants to complete the trials. Viti is pricking out 

and potting seedlings on Wednesdays; fortunately the 

germination rates have reduced.

All the plants which germinate are being identified by 

the State Herbarium botanists and recorded, as well 

as the numbers of E. coolabah, which are low. This will 

increase our knowledge of plant species distribution and 

germination conditions and seasonal influences needed 

for plant germination.

There are soil samples left for another trial to be 

conducted in the hot summer months, but with Nerrisa 

not working with DEWNR now, it will be difficult to 

conduct unless there are some Friends volunteers 

who would be willing to take on the project.  

Think about it?

- Bernie Haase

2013, he moved to Kangaroo Island and started a 

consultancy, D’Estrees Entomology & Science Services  

(www.dess.net.au). He has now published about 30 

papers in peer-reviewed science journals, and is an 

Associate Editor in Entomology for Scientia Agricola. He 

is currently editing the book Molecular Basis of Olfaction 

for the science publisher Elsevier.

Since 1998, Dr Glatz has been studying ecology of 

semi-arid/temperate systems, particularly mallee 

ecosystems, with a particular focus on Kangaroo Is. 

He has produced the only insect collection specific to 

the island; it currently has over 30,000 specimens, 

with about 15,000 databased. This private research 

has led to a range of new discoveries; most notably 

in 2009 Richard discovered an entirely new family of 

primitive moths on Kangaroo Is., which resulted in an 

international study which has refined our knowledge of 

moth/butterfly evolution.

He recently led a survey to determine the distribution of 

the Green carpenter bee on the island and continues to 

provide advice to State departments DEWNR and PIRSA 

regarding invertebrates.

He holds affiliate/honourary positions with University of 

Adelaide, School of Agriculture, Food and Wine (where 

he supervises a range of students), and the South 

Australian Museum, Terrestrial Invertebrates.

Coolabah Trial, Tunnel Shade House,  

Nursery Yard, AALBG. - Bernie Haase

Dr Richard Glatz. - Chris Nayda

Dr Nerissa Haby setting up the Coolabah  

trial inside the Tunnel Shade House. - Bernie Haase

Hawk Moth Spur Throat Locust

Odontomachus sp.- Ants

Dr Richard Glatz has a strong background in 

Molecular Biology, Entomology & Ecology. He has 

worked with industry and government performing 

scientific research and project management.

In 1999 he completed a Degree in Agricultural Science 

at University of Adelaide, and was awarded a University 

Medal. He then undertook a PhD studying molecules 

used by wasps to parasitise pest insects by suppressing 

their immunity. He completed the PhD in 2004 and 

undertook a post-doc research role at CSIRO where 

he used an insect virus to produce human proteins for 

drug-discovery research.

From 2006-2013, Richard was a Senior Research 

Scientist at SARDI Entomology. During this time 

he led a series of projects primarily in biosecurity 

and sustainability of production systems. In early 
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Bird Talk from the Garden
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Wasp

Friends in the Garden

It never ceases to amaze me that in 1987, 37 species of birds were recorded within the 

Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden. Last month we released the second edition of the 

book “Birds of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden” and the number of species had 

grown to 144. On Wednesday 22nd October 2014 another new species for the Garden 

was sighted and photographed by Bernie Haase and verified by Peter Langdon and 

Brian Reichelt. This bird is the Australian Spotted Crake Porzana fluminea and had more 

than likely flown in from Dempsey Lake approximately one kilometre from the Garden. 

It is relatively common across much of Australia and inhabits well-vegetated freshwater 

swamps, estuary margins and lagoons.

The photographs attached consist of one taken by Bernie Haase of the Spotted Crake 

hiding in an Eremophila in the Garden and the second is by Bev Reichelt of a Spotted 

Crake at Dempsey Lake. - Brian Reichelt

Hello to you all, from Ryan Hayward, Trainee AALBG

Another year has almost passed with a lot of experience gained. Here is an 

update on what I have been doing this year with the assistance of the much 

appreciated Playford Trust Scholarship.

This year in May, I spent two working weeks at the Desert Park in Alice Springs. 

It was an enriching experience for me and my working career. Meeting new 

people and making further contacts is proving to be very valuable. 

In mid-September I travelled to Canberra to see the Australian National Botanic 

Garden. The trip timed in well with the spectacular Floriade with 350 photos taken.

I did a Garden tour and visited the on-site Nursery and Seed Bank at the Botanic 

Garden with Marion Jones (Treasurer of the Friends group) who I met last year 

at the AALBG.

I have completed my Certificate 3  

in Horticulture. Since then I have  

been attending short courses  

dealing with specific topics with the  

Australian Centre of Horticultural  

Excellence held at one or another  

of the three Botanic Gardens in  

Adelaide.  Next year I am planning  

a trip to Perth to visit Kings Park  

which has been in my thoughts  

for some time.  

Thank you.

Internship at the AALBG

I’m the latest staff member of the AALBG; Maria from Germany. I’m studying “Landuse and Conservation” at the University of Applied Sciences in Eberswalde. Part of my degree is a practical semester to gain work experience, so I took the chance to make a dream come true and came to Australia to work for four months at the AALBG (which was a tip in my travel guide by the way). Since September I have been helping with the propagating of native Australian plants and everyone here is telling me lots of amazing facts about them. The working atmosphere is great: everyone is very friendly and always finds time to answer one of my never ending questions. At first I couldn’t identify a single plant; everything was new and alien to me. Now I’m familiar with Acacias, Eucalypts, Eremophilas, Casuarinas etc. and I’m even preparing my first guided tour for visitors. I’m looking forward to sharing my passion for these plants and developing new skills.I even got the opportunity to go to several Working Bees with the “Friends of Flinders Ranges National Park”. Not only could I explore these breathtaking landscapes, I could also see the plants from the Garden in their natural habitat, learn about the history of the region, restore my own ruin, and again, work with such nice people! Furthermore this was  
a good opportunity to get to know parts  
of the work of a park ranger, which  
would be a job I’d really like to do after  
my studies, preferably in Australia. Now  
I just have to get married to a handsome  
Aussie man, then I can stay in this  
beautiful country forever! :)

- Maria Buschmann

Spotted Crake at AALBG.  

- Bernie Haase

Ryan Hayward working at the  

Alice Springs Desert Park.

Maria Buschmann at AALBG.

Spotted Crake at Dempsey Lake.  

- Bev Reichelt

KatydidBlue Banded Bees Heliotrope Moth



 Enclosed is my:

 Subscription $  

 Donation $  

 TOTAL $  

 

PLEASE TICK:    New Membership    Renewal of Membership

NAME:   Dr  /  Mr  /  Mrs  /  Miss  /  Ms:   

Address:   

   Date:  

Email Address:   
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Join or Renew Subscription

Become a Friend Today!



DIRECT DEBIT BANKING DETAILS 

BSB: 035-065 

Account No.: 164 604 

Account Name: FAALBG 

Reference: 'name of person banking'

Please notify by email to 

friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 

Annual: $30.00

TO JOIN OR RENEW SUBSCRIPTION 
Fill in this form and send with remittance to: 

Friends of the Australian Arid Lands 

Botanic Garden Port Augusta Inc. 

PO Box 2040, Port Augusta SA 5700 

www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org

Any donation will be gratefully accepted. Donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible. Please make cheques payable to 

'Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Inc.' Receipts will be posted. A SAE would be appreciated but not obligatory.

The Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden  

Needs Friends Like You!

BEING A FRIEND IS NATURALLY REWARDING.

THINK OF BECOMING A TOUR GUIDE.

You meet many very interesting people,  

learn a lot about arid plants which keeps the brain 

working, and take lovely walks around the AALBG.

If this is for you, contact Chris on 0434 717 382  

and find out more about guiding, as we  

urgently need many more guides.

LONG LIVE GARDEN VISITING

“Long Live Garden Visiting” is the message inscribed 

in the book donated by Professor Richard W. Benfield.

Although I was the lucky winner of the quiz which 

earned me the gift of his book, it is my intention to 

donate the book to the Friends’ Library, for others to 

read it.

Richard described himself as the Number One author 

of Garden Tourism books, but then went on to say that 

he is the ONLY author of a book on Garden Tourism!

He has written “Garden Tourism” for students, 

researchers, gardeners, tourists, but dedicated it to 

his children so that they may ”reap the benefits of a 

greater understanding of the value of gardens and 

visitors to gardens.” He says, “I hope the book will 

lead to a greater knowledge and awareness of the role 

gardens play and thus, ultimately, to the conservation 

of our plant heritage.”

- Shirley Mundy

Are you 

financial?

Some members have not renewed 

their subscription as at 1st July  

this year. Please renew soon 

because we really need you!

Professor Richard Benfield planting a  

Eucalyptus flindersii in memory of Matthew Flinders on 

the Friends 30th Anniversary. - Peter Hall

Head Tour Guide Chris Nayda interacting with four interested participants. - Peter Taylor

Friends display at the Positive Ageing Expo. 

Back: Cherie Gerlach, Brian & Bev Reichelt.  

Front: Ronda Hall, Chris Nayda. Cover of 'Garden Tourism' by Richard Benfield.

Moth


