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President’s Message Next
Meeting
The next Friends meeting will be held at the: 

Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Conference 

Room on Saturday 25th February 2012 at 1pm.

Our guest speakers will be: 

John and Julie Barrie from Coonalpyn SA.

Julie and John hold offices on the Australian Plants 

Society State Council, John as president; Julie as 

assistant secretary, publicity officer and is also on 

the National Council. They have been involved with 

the award winning Pangarinda Arboretum Project 

at East Wellington, John as chairman, since its 

inception in 1993.

John, a former Laura boy, currently prepares 

revegetation management plans, inspects 

on-ground works for the Coorong and Tatiara 

Local Action Planning Projects and carries out 

bush condition monitoring across southern SA. 

Julie is IT manager at the Coomandook Area 

School, and they both also have involvement 

in many other organisations. In 2008 they 

co-authored the booklet 'Good Choices, Simple 

Steps, Matching Plants To Your Conditions'.

In 2011 John and Julie’s garden 'Daisy Patch' 

shared the gold award with Jacob’s Creek 

Visitors Centre in the commercial category for a 

sustainable native garden in the Adelaide Botanic 

Gardens Native Garden Competitions.

A lifelong interest in Australia’s natural history 

led them to collect, prepare and describe much 

of the large fossil snake Wonambi naracoortensis. 

In 1989 the reconstructed fossil skeleton was 

donated to the SA Museum for permanent 

display.

They would like to share their enthusiasm and 

experiences with the greater AALBG community.

TRANSFORMATIONS: Exciting Seasonal 

Changes in Our Native Garden

is the title of their presentation. There will also be a 

'hand-over' of the beautiful donation box (pictured 

left) which John has carved for the AALBG. If you 

haven’t already seen it this is a good chance to 

do so.

Bird Watching Programme 2012

Happy New Year to all readers! Friends, AALBG staff, 

council staff, other volunteers and people involved with 

the Garden enjoyed a Christmas get together after our 

last meeting for 2011. This was hosted by the City 

Council in appreciation of the work of Friends and 

other volunteers and was a good occasion for many 

people involved with the Garden to get together. The 

harmonious situation where Friends are now allowed 

to assist with a range of tasks in the Garden and have 

open communication with Garden staff and Council 

continues and is appreciated by all after the tight 

control and exclusion of Friends from many tasks in 

the Garden over the last few years.

Because of illness I missed both the AGM and 

the November meeting so am a little out of touch 

with the Garden but I am told that some plants in 

the courtyard are a picture at present - Sturt Peas, 

Ptilotus (Mulla Mulla) and Lotus australis. I have had 

favourable reports from recent visitors as well as from 

people at the Garden. Bernie Haase has tidied up the 

Eremophila Garden and checked the irrigation system 

in preparation for a planting day where gaps will be 

filled and missing species replaced. Friends have been 

helping to transfer Garden records onto an electronic 

data base with the help of Adam from the Botanic 

Gardens of Adelaide.

Many bus tour companies have booked Garden 

tours right through the winter months so our garden 

Guides are preparing for a busy season. The biennial 

conference of the Association of Friends of Botanic 

Gardens will be held at Port Augusta in August and 

planning is well advanced. Another planning meeting 

was held on 8th Feb. We expect to be hosting 200+ 

visitors from all over Australia and possibly New 

Zealand too so hosting this conference is a real honour 

for the Friends and the AALBG. As you see we are 

looking forward to a very eventful year, and we look 

forward to seeing many of our Friends and supporters 

through the year!

Until next time, John Zwar OAM, President

Sunday 25th March 2012

Sunday 29th April 2012

Sunday 20th May 2012

Chinaman’s Creek

Partacoona Station

Whyalla Conservation Park Phone Peter: 8642 5723
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We collected seeds found on the way up or had plant 

locations recorded so they could be collected on the 

return trip. Lunch stop was in Leigh Creek, then on to 

Marree to refuel and then turn off onto the Birdsville 

Track. We had to cross the Coopers Creek on the 

ferry and drove on to it as soon as we arrived. On the 

opposite bank there was a vehicle queue waiting to 

get on because the Birdsville races had been on that 

weekend and everyone was heading back home. We 

arrived at Mungerannie Homestead at 6:30 pm and 

were greeted by Luke and Nina Betts, who kindly gave 

us accommodation and meals. 

Tuesday We checked the area around Mungerannie 

and collected some seeds and cuttings from plants 

including Scaevola parvibarbata, with different coloured 

flowers, Solanum oligacanthum (Desert Nightshade) 

and Anemocarpa podolepidium (Rock Everlasting). 

Several boxes of plants from the AALBG nursery 

we had bought along were then planted around the 

homestead area. The hard soil had been dug up and 

replaced with sand hill soil using a big loader which 

made the job a lot easier. The last I heard the plants 

were growing very well.

Wednesday We headed off to Callerwonga area, east 

of Mungerannie, on the Coopers Creek. We crossed 

sand hills and gibber plains, collecting from many 

interesting plants on the way such as, Crotalaria 

cunninghamii ssp. sturtii (Regal Birdflower), Dicrastylis 

costelloi var. costelloi (Sand Sage) and Tribulus hystrix 

(Sandhill Puncture Vine), which has a seeds encased in 

vicious spines. In some sandy areas you could not walk 

without sinking into the ground, due to the tunnels 

dug by Long-haired Rats that had been in plague 

proportions earlier. We arrived at Callerwonga and 

reported in to the office of Beach Petroleum, who have 

a oil field through out the area. Then a quick lunch 

and plant collecting along the Coopers Creek shores. 

There were lots of birds in the air, on the land and on 

the water. A bird watcher's paradise, luckily I had my 

binoculars with me. We headed back collecting on the 

way until it got too dark. There were quite a few Long-

haired Rats along the road, but not as many as there 

had been months earlier. We arrived back at 6.30pm 

and did not finish identifying plants till 11pm.

Thursday I had to replace a radiator hose on the 

troopie, then we headed west of Mungerannie 

crossing gibber plain till it went into a low lying area 

with shallow lakes and creeks, bordered by sand hills. 

The water had almost dried up but there were plants 

still growing profusely in the damp areas. More plant 

seeds and cuttings were collected as we were being 

watched by hundreds of Black Kites circling above us. 

After we returned it was 11pm by the time we finished 

identifying plants

Friday More plant collecting west of Mungerannie 

and we dug up plants as well. We departed from 

the homestead after lunch, saying our goodbyes to 

Luke, Nina, the kids and other station hands. Plants 

were collected on the way to the ferry, Eremophila 

macdonnellii (Desert Fuchsia) and Swainsona 

eremaea, and we had to wait to cross this time. At 

7pm we arrived at Lyndhurst and camped on the side 

of the road. 

Saturday More plants were collected at the Ochre 

Cliffs area just north of Lyndhurst and plants we had 

the locations of were collected on the way home such 

as Lxiochlamys Cuneifolia (Silverton Daisy). At 7pm we 

arrived in Port Augusta and unpacked gear and plants 

at Deon’s place. I arrived back at Mambray at 8pm. 

Sunday Unpacked the troopie, cleaned gear and 

identified plants, then compiled a plant species 

collected list and trip summary. A total of 63 plant 

species were collected, 35 species of seeds, 18 of 

cuttings and 13 dug up. A good trip and many thanks 

to Luke and Nina Betts for allowing us to stay and 

collect on Mungerannie Station. The next trip I went on 

was to Bimbowrie Conservation Park, 36km. north of 

Olary. The collecting trip was combined with the annual 

bird watching camp out trip by the Port Augusta Bird 

Observers Group. I had been on several kangaroo 

surveys to Bimbowrie and thought it would be a 

good bird watching area and plant collecting area, so 

permissions were sought and this trip organised. 

Saturday 1st of October 13 birdwatchers met at 

Wilmington and headed off to Bimbowrie, looking at 

birds on the way. Smoko was at Peterbourgh and lunch 

at Yunta. We arrived at Bimbowrie Conservation Park 

(CP) and then travelled on to Antro shearing shed and 

shearers quarters, where we were going to stay. The 

Antro woolshed is a big stone building that was used 

by several properties in the area in the past.

 FRIENDS REPORT SEP 2011 - JAN 2012

Article and photos by Bernie Haase

Hello everyone, I am back at the AALBG working for 

two days a week and this is the first garden report 

I have done since October 2006. I was working with 

the Department for Environment and Heritage, now the 

Department for Environment and Natural Resources, 

based at Mambray Creek for over four years. I was a 

seasonal fire fighter but was kept on in a permanent 

position. Most work was the clearing of feral pines, 

olives and other weeds on S.A.Water land at Beetaloo 

Reservoir, Baroota Res. and Bundaleer Res. At 

Mambray Creek National Park it was track clearing 

and general maintenance work. I did do some plant 

surveys for the fire management group in the national 

park and participated in several kangaroo surveys in 

the southern Flinders, Quorn area and at Bimbowrie 

Conservation Park.

Fire fighting duties were the main work in the summer 

months. I attended fires at Clare, Gawler Ranges, 

Ngarkat, Gum Lagoon, Waikerie, Pt. Lincoln National 

Park, Kangaroo Island, and of course in the Flinders 

Ranges. There was also a lot of prescribed burning 

done in the Southern Flinders, Yorke Peninsula and the 

Mid North areas. Unfortunately I have injured my lower 

back and have to be careful with some physical work 

I do. I left working for D.E.N.R. and attempted to retire 

and survive on my small super fund payouts. I could 

survive but not do much that would cost a lot. I helped 

with a biological survey at Buckaringa Sanctuary 

and a plant survey at the Arid Recovery Project near 

Olympic Dam and did some more kangaroo surveys 

at Bimbowrie. I assisted with rare plant monitoring of 

the spiny daisies and Spalding Blown Grass in the Mid 

North. To supplement my income I have taken on a 

small cleaning contract at Mambray Creek National 

Park.

Some of the AALBG Friends group and council staff 

asked if I would be interested in returning to the 

Garden to do some work in July 2011. I agreed to some 

contract work doing seed collecting trips and other 

technical work. I have produced a brief development 

plan for the garden presenting my vision, ideas and 

reasons for the future developments, which I gave to 

the council in July. A seed and plant collecting trip to 

Mungerannie Station was organised by Deon and we 

loaded up my old troopie and headed off on Monday 

the 5th. September.

Philotheca linearis Narrow-Leaf Wax Flower Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby Sand dune
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We unpacked our gear and had a site induction from 

Peter Watkins, the resident ranger. Then it was bird 

watching to the east of Antro and also looking for 

plants to collect later. It is an interesting area with 

a big creek to cross and flat plains leading into low 

sandstone hills.

Sunday We woke up early and looked at birds west 

of Antro and then headed off to Old Boolcoomata, 

stopping to look at birds many times en route. A stop 

was made at the Old Boolcoomata homestead ruins 

and then we drove onto Cathedral Rock. Some good 

birds were seen and I noted the different plants as 

we climbed the rock to look at the old rock art in a 

cave. Lunch was eaten in the shade of Red Gums in 

the creek the track was following. Meningie Gorge was 

our next destination, were there was a concentration 

of Wedge-tailed Eagles along the gorge waiting for 

prey to come and drink from a small water soak. It was 

getting late so we travelled back to Antro.

Monday Birding along the Kalabity road heading north 

of Bimbowrie CP. Found some good birds and plants. 

Then we went to Bimba Hill and looked at the rock 

art, scenic rock formations, birds, plants and had some 

lovely looks at Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby. On the way 

back to Antro we stopped to look at the old stone stage 

coach and post office buildings next to Bimbowrie. That 

night a Spotted Nightjar was regularly heard chuckling 

away next to our rooms. 

Tuesday The bird group packed and cleaned up 

and left to go home via the Plumbago road, back to 

the highway. I packed up and moved camp to the 

Bimbowrie homestead because another group was 

booked into Antro and the ranger was going on leave, 

so I could look after things while he was away. I went 

plant collecting along the Old Boolcoomata back road 

to get some plants, Acacia carneorum (Needle Wattle), 

Eremophila sturtii (Turpentine Emu Bush), I had noted 

on previous kangaroo surveys. After that I went on to 

Cathedral Rock area collecting. Back at camp I was 

identifying plants till 9.30pm. 

Wednesday There was 13mm. of rain in the early 

morning, making the roads slippery, so I walked from 

the homestead to a big creek which I followed to the 

Outalpa Station boundary. I collected lots of plant 

seeds and cuttings, and some unusual species were 

found such as Adriana quadripartite (Rare Bitterbush). 

I finished identifying them at 10pm. 

Thursday I journeyed out along the Kalabity Road 

collecting and then travelled along the Kalabity 

Boundary Track. I had found some plants on previous 

kangaroo surveys and had to walk in through rounded 

hills to get to them, this took me longer than I thought it 

would, but it was worth it, as I collected some Dianella 

porracea (Smooth Flax Lily) and Codonocarpus 

pyramidalis (Slender Bell Fruit) seeds, plus other 

plants. After driving further along the track I climbed 

more hills, nearly stepping on a Mulga Snake, then 

bumping into some Yellow-footed Rock Wallabies, just 

how I like bush walking. At the top of the hills I collected 

some, Philotheca linearis (Narrow-leaved Wax Flower), 

cuttings and other plants. When I had returned to the 

homestead I was up till 10pm identifying plants.

Friday Packed up and departed to go home. Returned 

to Cathedral Rock to dig up plants and collect cuttings 

on the way. It began to rain so I had to get out to the 

main road as quickly as I could. The rain poured down 

on the way back to Olary and it became very slippery 

and I aquaplaned once, which got my heart pumping. 

More collecting was done along the highway and I 

arrived in Port Augusta at 5pm. The plants and cuttings 

were dropped off at Deon’s place. 

Saturday Unpacked gear and identified plants, then 

compiled a plant species collected list and trip summary. 

40 species were collected, 25 species of seeds, 10 of 

cuttings and 6 were dug up. Another good trip with 

more interesting plants collected. I was then offered 

to work as a part time gardener at the AALBG and 

decided on two days a week, Tuesday and Thursday, as 

I have to work the other days on my cleaning contract. 

This began on the 1st. of November.

Bernie Haase identifying plants

Gibber PlainsUnderwoodisaurus milii Barking Geeko

Mangroves
Myalls

and More
CONFERENCE

August 18-19, 2012

The Friends of The Australian Arid Lands Botanic 

Garden, Port Augusta Incorporated cordially invite 

you to attend the biennial conference of The 

Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens Inc. 

August. Pre and post conference tours will be 

available.

Conference proceedings and social activities are 

planned both at The Australian Arid Lands Botanic 

Garden (AALBG) established in Western Myall 

woodland with open saltbush plains and a fringe 

of Grey Mangroves along the shoreline of Spencer 

Gulf, and at the nearby Port Augusta Golf Club, the 

venue for the conference proceedings and dinner.

Invited speakers are respected professionals 

and practitioners in their areas of expertise. We 

have chosen to focus on the theme of Myalls 

(the Western Myall is the emblem of the AALBG 

and occurs in the Garden); Mangroves (Grey 

Mangroves grow along the shore of Spencer Gulf 

our Garden’s eastern boundary;) and More, which 

will include discussion on Eucalypts, European 

Explorers, Birds of the Region, Goyder’s Line, 

and Water Supply in South Australia (continuing 

the discussion of reduced water availability in 

southern Australia which was largely the focus of 

the Mildura Conference).

There will be time also for discussion on your role 

as Friends’ volunteers in our various gardens and 

time will be set aside for brief presentations from 

other Friends’ groups. During breaks and social 

functions there will be the opportunity to interact 

with other delegates and share experiences.

(continued on page 4)
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Top: Eremophila arbuscula

Left: Eremophila mitchellii

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
Professor Chris Daniels 

Director Barbara Hardy Institute Division of 

Information Technology, Engineering and 

Environment University of South Australia. 

Presiding Member, Adelaide and Mount Lofty 

Natural Resource Management Board.

Jeff Reid 

The co-ordinator of C.O.O.T.S [Conservation 

of Our Threatened Species] which is the 

conservation group of the Australian Plants 

Society.

Dr Carolyn Ireland 

Director of Australia’s Rangeland Society and 

member of the Dog Fence Board.

Dr Nita Lester 

PhD (Science), PhD (Education), BA, FACE, JP 

(Qual) Senior Lecturer and Convenor, Griffith 

University. Mt Gravatt Campus. Botanist 

Queensland Government

Valmai Hankel PSM 

Australian Historian and Librarian

Dr John Read 

Ecologist, Environmentalist and Author

Dr Dean Nicolle 

Consultant Arborist, Botanist and Eucalyptologist. 

Currency Creek Arboretum SA

Professor Don Bursill AM 

One of Australia’s most respected water 

scientists and water management experts.

Peter Langdon 

Considered to be one of Australia's top Birders 

and Bird Artists.

Dr Peter Hayman 

Principal Scientist in climate applications at the 

South Australian Research and Development 

Institute based at Waite Institute.

Bird Group Outing to 'Block Nine Road'
22nd January 2012
The group met at the turn off to Port Germein road 

on Highway one. There was a Black Kite circling 

over head giving very close views and White- 

Winged Fairy- Wrens chasing about in the bushes. 

Flocks of Cockatiels were seen. With Bernie 

leading the way, we were only just into the gorge 

when a flock of Diamond Firetails flushed up the 

side. There were about 20 birds, including some 

juveniles, and everyone had good views of these 

beautiful creatures.

Before the Block-nine road turnoff, we stopped 

occasionally, picking up four species of Thornbills, 

a flock of Sittellas and Rufous and Golden 

Whistlers. Along the Block-nine road a 'hot spot' 

revealed Choughs, Brown-headed Honey-eaters, 

New Holland Honey-eaters and a juvenile Eastern 

Spinebill amongst a host of other birds.

Lunch was in the Wirrabarra Forest, accompanied 

by Kookaburras, more Choughs and a juvenile Grey 

Kurrawong, the birds also starting to feel the heat. 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoos screeched in the shady 

trees. By this time it was early afternoon and some 

of the birders had to go. However we had recorded 

51 species including nine species of honeyeaters 

and seen a lot of breeding evidence.

A good day with visitors from Adelaide, Port 

Pirie and Quorn attending.

Peter Hall

To most of us, I think Eremophilas are thought of as 

prostrate to low growing shrubs or plants from 1.5 

to 2 metres; there are however a few that grow into 

small trees. Two of these are Eremophilas arbuscula 

and mitchellii. Eremophila arbuscula grows in the Grey 

Range in Queensland. It grows to about 11 metres with 

long greyish leaves that tend to weep. The flowers are 

numerous, small and creamy-yellow and spotted, also 

sweetly scented.

Eremophila arbuscula is very hard to propagate from 

cuttings but can be grafted. The name arbuscula 

means small tree. Eremophila mitchellii is named after 

explorer Sir Thomas Mitchell. It grows in Queensland 

and northern New South Wales. Eremophila mitchellii 

has flat green leaves, creamy-white flowers and rough 

dark grey bark and can grow to 6 or 7 metres.

It can be very attractive if flowering well however is 

considered a weed where it grows naturally because 

of the amount of suckers it produces. Again it is very 

hard to propagate from cuttings and is best grafted to 

stop suckering.

Article and photos by Peter Hall
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President’s Message
Work at the Garden to ensure that it is looking its best at 

the time of the biennial conference of The Association of 

Friends of Botanic Gardens which we are hosting in August is 

continuing. We are hoping for about 200 delegates and have 

an interesting and varied programme and tours arranged. 

Please consider attending; the details are elsewhere in the 

Newsletter. It is an honour to be selected from more than 100 

botanic gardens Friends groups to host the conference and 

we intend to present the Garden, Port Augusta, and the region 

at their best. The organizing committee is working towards 

presenting an exceptional few days.

More than a year ago the Board of Management, an advisory 

committee on the running of the Garden, was reinstated 

by Council after it had lapsed for some time. The Board 

next meets on 30th April. I represent The Friends on this 

committee, and look forward to hearing Council’s plans to 

manage, improve and further develop the Garden. Recently 

Council approached us for further fi nancial assistance to 

complete the redevelopment of the circular courtyard by the 

Visitor Reception Building and it has been agreed to donate 

an additional amount of up to $25,000 for this purpose. 

Council has decided to issue our Friends Garden Guides with 

new uniforms and name badges and it is hoped to present 

them to guides at our next meeting. It is pleasing to note that 

we have a couple of new Garden Guides though we would 

love to have more to share the increasing workload.

At the end of March I was able to spend two days in 

Melbourne visiting the Melbourne International Flower and 

Garden Show and some gardens as part of my professional 

development - I am a lecturer in horticulture, landscape 

design, and conservation and land management at TAFE SA’s 

Urrbrae Campus and it was a wonderful learning opportunity 

to visit leading horticultural institutions and events in Victoria. 

What made my visit special was that I was hosted on both 

days by Friends of the Royal Melbourne Botanic Gardens who 

gave up their time and drove me from place to place as well 

as acting as very competent Garden Guides. Alex Smart a 

keen environmentalist has been involved as a garden guide 

and volunteer at the amazing new Cranbourne Annexe of the 

Royal Melbourne Botanic Gardens 45 km south-east of the 

city. The 363 hectare Royal Botanic Gardens, Cranbourne, 

has a focus solely on Australian native plants, and features an 

award-winning special section called the Australian Garden, 

which was opened in May 2006.

A second stage of the Garden is being developed and is 

scheduled to open later this year. The developed garden area 

is set in extensive bushland. Immediate Past President of 

The Friends of the Royal Melbourne Botanic Gardens, Janet 

Thomson also spent a day showing me the historic Royal 

Melbourne Botanic Garden with its outstanding landscaping 

and some very interesting more recent developments, 

including wetlands with fl oating reed islands which help purify 

the water and the impressive redevelopment of Guilfoyle's 

Volcano - a volcano shaped mound around a large round 

water reservoir which has been planted with a range of 

mainly arid zone plants, both exotic and native.

A highlight was visiting the Melbourne “Growing Friends” 

group, a branch of their Friends which runs a large nursery 

within the Garden producing many thousands of plants, 

including some quite advanced specimens for two major 

plant sales in the Garden each year. About thirty members 

of this group work in the nursery on Fridays. I also visited 

Williamstown Botanic Garden with Janet and was shown 

around by Head Gardener Shelley Wood, a dedicated garden 

historian and keen gardener who with others has restored 

this fi ne 1800s garden to refl ect its original design with a 

few more modern innovations and plantings. It is on the 

shore of Port Phillip Bay and had become quite neglected 

and run down, but is now a popular venue, playing a vital 

role in the local community. I fi nished the day looking at the 

well landscaped Burnley Horticultural College Gardens, also 

developed in the 1800s, which features some magnifi cent 

huge trees and interesting and varied plantings. Meeting 

Friends of other gardens and hearing how they operate and 

support their gardens was an outstanding feature of this visit 

for me.

At our conference in August we will have the opportunity to 

meet Friends of gardens from all over Australia and possibly 

New Zealand and compare notes with them. Enjoy the 

Newsletter and hoping to see many of you at meetings or the 

conference later in the year.

Until next time,

John Zwar, President

Next
Meeting
Next meeting of the Friends will be held at the Australian 

Arid Lands Botanic Garden Conference Room, Saturday 

26th May, 2012.

Our guest speaker will be Susanne Richards

from Crystal Brook. Topic: NATIVE BEES.

Susanne Richards is a writer, wife and mother who grew 

up on a farm near Curramulka on Yorke Peninsula. She 

likes to spend time walking in natural scrubland taking 

photos.

After Susanne became involved in her husband’s project 

‘Identifying Native Bees in South Australia Helping with 

Crop Pollination’, she felt there was a need to inform 

the general community that South Australia has native 

bees. Having self published a novel, written articles, and 

received favourable comments about her photographs, 

she felt confi dent to tackle a basic informative book 

called ‘South Australian Native Bees - a glimpse into 

their world’.

Photos taken of bees by Susanne range in area from 

Hindmarsh Island to 10 km south of Leigh Creek. A 

week before the book launch, Susanne’s favourite was 

seen in the Australian Arid Land Garden and is a black 

cuckoo bee with white spots. Her son who is six says it is 

‘cuckoo’ because bees have stripes not spots!

Being part of the volunteer group Bowman Park 

Management Group she became involved in redesigning 

an historic garden area, utilising native plants in a variety 

of ways. Planting started in 2011 and it’s hoped visitors 

will see native plants in a new way and that it will inform 

them about encouraging native bees into the garden 

being benefi cial, to both plants and humans.

Association of Friends of Australian Botanic

Gardens Conference

18th-19th August, 2012 at AALBG Port Augusta

Friends September Meeting

Saturday 22nd September, 2012

Guest Speaker: Professor Hans Griesser,

Deputy Director of Ian Wark Institute

University of South Australia, Mawson Lakes

Topic: New antibacterial chemicals in Eremophilas.

Bird Observers Walk

Alligator Gorge / Melrose, Sunday June 17, 2012

Meet at the Wilmington Pub at 8am

STOP THE PRESS!

Native plants now available 7 DAYS A WEEK

from Visitors’ Centre AALBG.

DIARY DATES
Cuckoo Bee - Susanne Richards.

Domino Cuckoo Bee - Heather Adams, near Kimba SA
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The Friends of AALBG and the garden staff are busy 

preparing the Garden for the conference and as we 

have had a lot of rain it is looking great. If you have 

time before or after the conference you could spend 

hours wandering through the many different sections of 

the AALBG. Try the Rare Plants, Great Victorian Desert 

(my favourite), Flinders Ranges area, Gawler Ranges 

area and the Eremophila Garden and be amazed at 

the beauty, diversity and resilience of Australia’s arid 

plants. The Eremophila Garden, which was planted 

in 1996 by the Friends of the Garden, showcases 

nearly 200 species of this wonderful genus and you 

will also see many birds attracted to the Garden by 

these plants. Be warned! The fi ve day bus trip to 

Arkaroola after the Conference is proving very popular 

so please book early if you are interested in this to 

make sure you get a seat on the bus and our early bird 

conference price. Arkaroola has had huge rains over 

the last few months and is looking the best it has been 

for many years. During the drought the owners were 

considering closing it due to lack of water so to see it 

now is amazing.

We look forward to showing you all around our 

unique and very interesting arid gardens.

ARE YOU GOING
TO THE CONFERENCE?

Dragonfl y - Chris Nayda

Nalgoo - Chris Nayda

 Introducing... Ryan Hayward
Hi all, I’m Ryan Hayward the new trainee at the 

Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden nursery. I have 

been working a two day week as a school based 

trainee for the past seven months and have just 

recently started full time employment. I am currently 

studying my Certifi cate 2 in Horticulture and will carry 

on with my Certifi cate 3 straight after. 

My interest in plants started when we moved to Port 

Augusta fi ve years ago. We had bought a three acre 

block covered in saltbush and bluebush, and the fi rst 

trees to be planted were eucalyptus trees, mostly 

Eucalyptus intertexta. Other varieties were also planted 

out. By the time we eventually moved on to the block 

my taste for gardening was growing.

As the garden grew I was overwhelmed with what 

we had achieved. My interest and passion for plants 

encouraged me to try a vegetable garden, and I have 

grown a variety of fruit and vegetables now, and I 

am looking forward to growing more to increase my 

knowledge. 

Since being a trainee at the Arid Lands Botanic Garden 

it has encouraged me to grow arid species for our 

harsh arid climate. Growing these plants at home will 

help me have a better knowledge and understanding 

of arid smart plants. Some species I have at home 

are, Eremophila glabra Hybrid Plum, Eremophila 

nivea, Eremophila interstans, Eremophila glabra Brice, 

Boronia crenulata, Banksia media, Alyogyne huegelli, 

just to name a few.

I enjoy my time at the Arid Lands

and I could not have asked for a better job.

Thank you, Ryan Hayward

 Contacts
President: John Zwar Phone Home: (08) 8338 6658 Work: (08) 8372 6876 Email: jzwar@bigpond.com

Treasurer: Geraldine Davis Phone: (08) 8648 6399 Mobile: 0418 447 020 Email: glgadavis@bigpond.com

Secretary / Editor: Christine Nayda Phone: (08) 8642 4684 Mobile: 0434 717 382 Email: b.nayda@bigpond.com

PO Box 2040, Port Augusta, South Australia 5700

Issued May 2012 by Friends of Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Inc. Port Augusta    Designed and Produced by Multi Print SA Port Augusta ~ Telephone: (08) 8641 0900
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 Mammals of the AALBG
I presume it is a form of escape from predators. 

The mouse later chewed off its tail bones that were 

exposed, leaving it with a stumpy tail the same as the 

other one.

In February I set up an Anabat listening device which 

records bat calls fl ying past it. It was set up for two 

nights in different locations and 879 calls were 

recorded. The recordings are still to be completely 

deciphered but so far six species have been tentatively 

identifi ed, fi ve new ones for the site. The mammals 

list now consists of eleven native species and six 

introduced pest species. I have not included the Bottle 

Nosed Dolphin which was found dead on the beach at 

Redcliffs and is sometimes seen in the gulf there. 

The AALBG mammal list now consists of: 

DASYURIDAE

Striped-faced Dunnart   Sminthopsis macroura

MACROPODIDAE

Western Grey Kangaroo   Macropus fuliginosus

Euro, Common Wallaroo   Macropus robustus

Red Kangaroo   Macropus rufus

MOLOSSIDAE

Southern Freetail-bat   Mormopterus planiceps

White-striped Freetail-bat   Nyctinomus australis

VESPERTILIONIDAE

Lesser Long-eared Bat   Nyctophilus geoffroyi

Gould’s Wattled Bat   Chalinolobus gouldii

Chocolate Wattled Bat   Chalinolobus morio

Southern Forest Bat   Vespadelus regulus 

MURIDAE

Bolam’s Mouse   Pseudomys bolami

House Mouse *   Mus musculus 

CANIDAE

Dog *   Canis familiaris

Fox *   Vulpes vulpes

FELIDAE

Cat *   Felis catus

LEPORIDAE

Rabbit *   Oryctolagus cuniculus

BOVIDAE

Goat *   Capra hircus

The area north and west of the garden site is a 

conservation area and used for training of TAFE 

students and some biological surveys have been 

done there in the past. I am hoping to get the list of 

animals in the area soon, but it’s school holidays and 

the lecturers concerned are on holidays. I know that 

Fat-tailed Dunnarts have been caught there and are 

possibly in the botanic garden as well. Echidnas have 

been found nearby in the city and could also possibly 

be on the site. Mitchell’s Hopping Mouse may be in the 

area as well, but I don’t know of any sightings of it. 

I hope you found this article of interest,

Bernie Haase

The mammals found at the Australian Arid Lands 

Botanic Garden have been recorded over the years. 

A short survey done in February 1991, by persons 

unknown, was the fi rst. This survey comprised of 

traversing the site on foot, and observing and recording 

sightings of vertebrates. A line of pit fall traps was also 

set for one week in the chenopod plain and in the sand 

dune areas. Five mammal species were recorded, 

eleven reptile species, and twenty one bird species.

The mammals recorded were:

Western Grey Kangaroo   Macropus fuliginosus

Rabbit *   Oryctolagus cuniculus

Fox *   Vulpes vulpes

Cat *   Felis catus

Dog *   Canis familiaris

As you can see only one native mammal was recorded 

at this time. ( * = introduced species)

Once development work commenced at the site more 

mammals were observed and recorded. The common 

and sometimes abundant House Mouse was of course 

noted as well as the Euro or Common Wallaroo and the 

Red Kangaroo. Gould’s Wattled Bat also appeared.

The next mammal appearing on records was the Goat. 

These are sometimes observed outside of the boundary 

fence and have been found inside of the garden. I 

actually caught one at Redcliffs Lookout and this was 

dispatched and divided up amongst a work gang on 

the site at the time. A Striped-faced Dunnart was dug 

up whilst laying a water pipe in the garden and added 

to the list. An unusual looking mouse was caught one 

day and I identifi ed it as a Sandy Inland Mouse. It has 

been renamed in this area Bolam’s Mouse. Several 

years ago a slightly injured Echidna was released in 

the site. It had the spines on its back cut off by a lawn 

mower in Quorn but did not appear to have suffered 

any serious injuries. It has not been seen since. 

A biological survey was done by me over a period of 

fi ve days and four nights in March, 2006. Two pit fall 

trap lines were used, each consisting of six pits placed 

at ten metre intervals, with a sixty metre fl y wire fence 

connecting the pits. Fifteen Elliot traps and two cage 

traps were laid around the pit lines. A trap line was 

placed in the chenopod plain and another in the sand 

hills. Manual searching for animals and spotlighting 

was undertaken on three days. From this survey only 

four mammals were recorded: Cat, Fox, House Mouse 

and two Bolam’s Mice. The most abundant by far at the 

time were the House Mice. Twelve reptile species were 

found, two of them new to the site, one amphibian, 

a new burrowing frog species and twenty-eight bird 

species. Recently some Striped-faced Dunnarts and 

Bolam’s Mice were caught in our work compound. 

They had their photos taken and then were released. I 

noticed that the Bolam’s Mouse has a tail which sheds 

its skin easily when held by the tail - as happened to 

me - and had already happened to another one before 

we caught them.

Gould’s Wattled Bat (Chalinolobus gouldii)

- Bernie Haase

Striped-faced Dunnart (Sminthopsis macroura)

- Bernie Haase

Bolam’s Mouse (Pseudomys bolami)

- Bernie Haase

Lesser Long-eared Bat (Nyctophilus geoffroyi)

- Bernie Haase
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Hello fellow Friends,

In the last newsletter, I made several observations about 

the garden and existing staffi ng arrangements. I now 

realise that those comments could easily be taken out of 

context and be detrimental to the garden and personally 

offensive to the staff. I regret this. The arrangements that 

have recently been put in place for maintenance and 

development are proof that the garden is heading in the 

right direction and I am looking forward to being involved 

both as a ‘Friend’ and as an employee of council. 

Things have been steadily progressing in the garden and 

slowly improvements are being implemented.

The Eremophila Garden is being revamped with the large 

weeds removed and some seedlings of non-eremophila 

plants dug up and potted up for planting in other parts of 

the garden. The irrigation pipes throughout the garden beds 

have been checked and reburied with the help of the nursery 

trainee, Ryan Haywood, who is assigned to work with me every 

Thursday. Plants have been gathered together from nursery 

stock and weeded. There have now been two planting days in 

the Eremophila Garden and Friends volunteers supplied most 

of the labour, for which I am grateful. I compiled a list of the 

Eremophila species planted and found common names to add 

to them for the plant name labels. Shirley Mundy volunteered 

her time to search through the pile of labels in storage to fi nd 

those on the list. These were then installed in the garden. Not 

all plants on the list had labels available, or were new species 

to the garden, so more labels had to be engraved. I set up the 

engraver and showed some Friends and Ryan how to use the 

machine and they have spent several days busily engraving. 

More planting will be occurring soon.

A list of plants for the courtyard plantings, based on those 

that grow in sand and annuals that we have in our seed bank, 

was made up. The seeds were collected together and handed 

over to the nursery staff to propagate. Triodia (Spinifex) plants 

we had in stock have been planted in the courtyard, but some 

were of poor quality and are struggling to survive. More were 

needed, so I went on an overnight trip to Cooyerdoo Station, 

west of Whyalla, with Friends volunteer Peter Langdon who 

occasionally works there, to collect more Triodia. It was hot, 

the fl ies were friendly, the plants were very spiky and the 

mossies hostile at night, but it was still a good trip. We had a 

good look at a Mallee fowl and took some nice photos, and 

collected some seeds and cuttings. The plants we dug up 

were planted straight into the courtyard and will hopefully 

keep growing. More will have to be collected to complete 

the planting when the rammed earth feature wall is built and 

the irrigation completely installed. The annuals area in the 

courtyard is going to be covered with gravel to act as mulch 

and to hold any seeds which are produced by the plants and 

regrow in following seasons.

Seeds that have been collected on our fi eld trips have all been 

cleaned, packaged and stored in the seed storage cabinets. 

Friends Fay Poole and Shirley Mundy assisted with the seed 

cleaning as did Ryan. Plant name labels in the garden that are 

on dead plants, are damaged, or have had name changes are 

being collected as I work my way through the garden beds. 

Many labels are hidden under plants and are being moved 

to visible locations. It is interesting to see what plants have 

survived and grown compared to others that are struggling 

or have died.

As I have been collecting labels many irrigation leaks have 

been discovered and repaired, but in some areas the poly 

pipe has perished and will need replacing. A lot of the leaks 

are where drippers have been pulled out where they had 

caught on the plants when the black bluebush was removed 

from the garden beds. I have been pulling out boxthorns, 

buffel grass, onion weed, etc. as I work my way around the 

garden beds and in other areas.

Some Friends helpers have been pulling out new seedling 

weeds in the Eremophila Garden and will be continuing on 

through the beds over the next weeks. Thanks for the help. 

Plants held in stock for the garden have been weeded but the 

weeds keep coming making it a continuous job. A large river 

red gum which was growing in the nursery yard was cut down 

and removed because it would have been too large for the 

small nursery area and created other problems in the future.

The tree guards that were installed in the now abandoned 

woodland planting have been removed and stored for future 

reuse. I went to the Adelaide Botanic Gardens seed centre 

on an information gathering trip and was offered a seed 

germinating cabinet, which Deon is picking up in Adelaide as 

I write this report. A seed dormancy, viability and germination 

workshop is being organised in the near future by the seed 

centre staff and some of us have been invited to attend. I 

then visited the Mount Lofty Botanic Garden nursery and was 

impressed with their propagation facilities. A lot of information 

was gathered on propagation aids and infrastructure and 

passed on to the nursery staff.

In March I started to work for three days per week and have 

given up my contract cleaning job to be able to concentrate 

on AALBG work. I am also now able to have more days off 

in a row to do things on my block at Mambray Creek.  We 

have had several site planning meetings to put forward 

ideas for future site developments and to prioritise their 

implementation. This has been good to get different views 

from the site workers on their ideas for the future directions 

for the garden developments. The biggest problem will be 

getting enough funding and staffi ng to implement the ideas.

We have also listed work that may be achieved within the next 

twelve months. I made up a list of occupational safety problems 

for the work compounds and many of the recommendations 

in it have been or are being addressed. One problem is the 

storage of gear in the sheds and a container will soon be set 

up in the hardening-off compound and the nursery container 

moved and set up with it. This will alleviate some of the 

congestion in the storage shed and work compound.

I have moved the desks in the offi ce which has opened up a 

larger space to move around in and there is room for another 

desk. The list of plants occurring naturally on the site has 

been updated with new name changes and some extra plants 

recently found added to the list. I went around the garden 

with the tour guides to look at what information was being 

given to the tourists and looking at other plants of interest and 

exchanging information on them. 

I recently led a group of bird watchers around the garden 

who were after the Redthroat and we were fortunate to get 

a good look at a male perched out in the open singing his 

song. There was also a fl ock of about twenty White-breasted 

Woodswallows perched in trees and fl ying around us, giving 

us a very good viewing.

I was able to borrow an Anabat recorder from the Department 

of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) offi ce in Clare. 

This device records the sounds of bats fl ying past where it is 

set up. The recordings are then deciphered on a computer 

and the calls of different species of bats identifi ed. It was set 

up for two nights in different locations at the AALBG A total of 

879 calls were recorded, which is a high level of calls and it 

will take some time to identify all the separate species making 

the calls. The DENR volunteer support ranger, Christina, has 

not been able to go through all the recordings on the Anabat 

yet as there are also recordings from my block at Mambray 

Creek and Peter Langdon’s block at Pt. Augusta West. At a 

quick glance though she was able to identify six species and 

there will probably be more.

Recently, whilst clearing up the materials behind the sheds in 

the compound, three Bolam’s mice were caught, photographed 

and released. Earlier some Striped-faced Dunnarts were also 

caught, photographed and released. A council sponsored 

BBQ was held last week for any volunteers who are helping 

in the garden. This included volunteer business advisors, 

guides, nursery propagators and other volunteer activities 

participants. It was a hot day, but everyone had a good feed 

and seemed to enjoy themselves.

Well that’s about it for this report,

Bernie Haase

Photo: Friends planting eremophilas
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President’s Message
A colourful setting at the Conference dinner The Ferdinand Bauer display in the Visitor Centre Herbarium / meeting room

After more than two years of planning our Friends 

hosted the biennial Association of Friends of Botanic 

Gardens Conference at Port Augusta in August and 

what a wonderful event it was. The entire conference 

went smoothly, ran on time, speakers all turned up 

and were excellent, tours enjoyable and catering by 

Port Augusta Golf Club volunteers was superb. Our 

Committee, having never arranged such an event 

before knew we had done all we could and hoped we 

had not omitted anything. We were thrilled that all went 

so well. There were numerous compliments from the 

more than 160 delegates, many of whom were from 

interstate.

Our Garden, the City of Port Augusta and the wider 

region were presented at their best and delegates 

from all over Australia commented on the friendly 

atmosphere, interesting range of speakers and our 

very different Garden and region, most having come 

from much higher rainfall areas. Many took tours into 

the Flinders, eco cruises on Spencer Gulf and others 

travelled independently to various regions of South 

Australia before and after the conference.

My most grateful thanks to each of our hard working 

conference committee members and others who 

were co-opted to assist, for a magnifi cent effort. As 

a group we worked well together, undertaking menial 

and major tasks. Thanks to each of you. We received 

assistance also from many sponsors and we extend 

our sincere thanks to each for their generous support.

THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE WISH TO THANK THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR GENEROSITY:

Barbara Rasmus - Better Home Supplies Mitre 10 - Carrig Chemist - Coles Port Augusta - Crossroads Pharmacies - Deon Schumann

Department Environment Water & Natural Resources - Dan van Holst Pellekaan - Elders Port Augusta - Gulf Getaways - Harvey’s Furniture - Ian’s Western Hotel

Lance McCarthy - Multi Print SA - Peter Langdon - Port Augusta Golf Club - Quorn Caravan Park - Thirsty Camel - Top of the Gulf Eco Tours - Woolworths Port Augusta

We were most impressed with the help and assistance 

of Port Augusta Council who helped present the Garden 

at its best, assisted with printing and in numerous 

other ways and hosted the Welcome Reception for 

Conference Delegates. We were sorry that Mayor Joy 

Baluch was unable to attend the Conference Dinner 

because of illness and send our best wishes to her.

ABC Regional Radio interviewed some Committee 

members and conference speakers. Those with 

internet access may like to see their coverage on: 

abc.net.au/local/photos/2012/08/17/3570292.htm

We look forward to seeing those able to attend our 

AGM in September. The guest speaker Dr Hans 

Griesser speaking on his research into the medicinal 

properties of various Eremophila species promises to 

be most interesting. My best wishes to all, and thanks 

for continuing to support our wonderful garden. 

John Zwar, President

Photos by John Zwar

'My warmest thanks go to you and all the Friends 

of the AALBG for organising such a splendid 

conference. The speakers all had challenging, 

interesting, concerning, amusing or pot-stirring, 

or a combination of all those things, to say and it 

was so refreshing to hear such a range of people 

whom I'd not heard before.

As well the conference had a really friendly feel 

about it - lovely atmosphere, and as for the 

attention to detail, collectively you'd thought 

of everything. Although I've never had to help 

organise a conference like yours, I've got a pretty 

good idea of just how much time, thought and 

hard work is involved and the great success of 

your conference was an excellent indication of just 

how much input there had been from many, many 

people. Congratulations to everyone.'

Part of a congratulatory letter to John Zwar

from Janet Thomson the outgoing President of

The Association of Friends of Botanic Gardens Inc.

Thanks to these organisations that have 

generously supported the event:Sponsors
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Cheilanthes Sieberi
- Mulga or Rock Fern

 

The main entrance to the Australian Arid Lands Botanic 

Garden Visitors Centre has been upgraded with paving 

and umbrellas to incorporate alfresco dining. Two 

sheltered garden areas have been established under 

the shady building’s eaves.

These have been planted with an Australian native arid 

fern species - Cheilanthes sieberi - the Mulga or Rock 

Fern. It belongs to the ADIANTACEAE plant family and 

the Cheilanthes is a genus of about 180 species of 

rock dwelling ferns with a distribution world wide in 

gorges, dry sclerophyll forests, scrubs, alluvial flats, 

rocky hillsides and rock crevices, in arid and semi arid 

regions.

It is a small clumping fern with a short creeping wiry 

rhizome, clothed with narrow hair-like scales. The 

fronds are erect - dark green, tufted and slender and 

held above the plant on thin dark brown stalks. The 

fronds are known to be poisonous to cattle and sheep 

if they are consumed in large amounts over a period 

of time.

Being an arid fern, it has evolved to curl its fronds 

during dry times, the fronds reviving with the addition 

of rain or moisture. The dry fronds can remain on the 

plant for many years.

The fern in its natural habitat reproduces by spores 

contained in sori (fruiting bodies), which are borne on 

the under surface of the frond segments in almost 

continuous lines around the margin. Spore production 

has been recorded in February, July and August. 

All through March we have had spores germinating in 

the pots of our stock plants. These small plants will be 

pricked out when they are big enough to be handled 

and will then be potted / grown on to produce plants 

for sale. 

It is also interesting to note that the Adnyamathanha 

women traditionally used the fronds of these ferns to 

feather the eyelids of infants to encourage sleeping.

Photo and article by Deon Schumann

 

Next
Meeting
The next meeting of The Friends of the Australian Arid 

Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta Inc will be held at 

the WMC Herbarium Meeting Room at the Visitor Centre 

AALBG on Saturday 22nd September at 1pm.

Guest speaker will be Prof Hans Griesser. 

Topic: New antibacterial chemicals in Eremophilas.

Hans Griesser is Professor of Surface Science and 

Deputy Director at the Ian Wark Research Institute at the 

University of South Australia. The Institute is located on 

the Mawson Lakes campus.

Hans was born in Switzerland and educated in 

Switzerland and the UK. After completing a PhD in 

chemistry he came to Australia in 1979 for a research 

position at the Australian National University in Canberra. 

After positions in Melbourne in an industry research 

laboratory and with CSIRO he came to Adelaide in 

2002 to take up his current position. He leads an active 

research group that focuses on the development of 

novel materials for biomedical applications and for 

protective coatings.

Hans is a keen gardener and plant propagator, and is 

growing several hundred native plants (most propagated 

by him) from River Red Gums to Kangaroo Paws and, 

of course, Eremophilas, on his 10-acre property in 

the northern Adelaide Hills. In fact the recent research 

that he will talk about started with some Eremophila 

specimens from his garden.
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 Young Visitors to the AALBG
On the second June 2012 we took forty four year 1 

and 2 students from Port Augusta West Primary School 

to visit the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden. Deon 

Schumann met us and we split the children into two 

groups - one group walked around the Garden and 

the other group visited the propagating sheds and 

watched a DVD.

We had been studying plants and seeds, so all the 

children had some prior knowledge and were very 

interested.

Deon was very patient with the students and we all 

gained new information. The 'warming blankets' for 

the plants impressed the children the most. The visit 

was excellent and the children are still talking about 

it. The staff, parents and children would like to thank 

Deon and staff for our very successful visit.

Photo and article by Noreen Langdon

A distant American cousin of the genus Eremophila that 

we have growing in our home garden is Leucophyllum 

frutescens.

Leucophyllum frutescens is an upright shrub with soft 

grey oval leaves and showy bright pink flowers. It is 

a dense shrub if kept pruned and it flowers very well 

after a rain. It seems to grow well in our red sand and 

because of where it grows naturally it likes the heat.

Leucophyllum frutescens, or Purple Sage as it is called 

in its homeland, belongs to the SCROPHULARIACEA 

family and grows naturally on limestone rises in the 

Chihuahuan Desert in Texas, New Mexico and Northern 

Mexico.

Although it’s not a native plant of Australia I think it is 

very interesting to know that there are similar plants 

to ours growing on the other side of the world, and in 

much the same conditions as a lot of our Eremophilas.

Photo and article by Peter Hall

 An American Cousin

Bird Watching Programme

Sunday 4th November 2012

Sunday 9th December 2012

Blanche Harbour. Meet at the Shack's Road turn-off at 7.30 am.

Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden. Meet in the Car Park at 7.30 am, followed by Christmas lunch in Blue-bush café.

Phone Peter: 8642 5723



www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org4.

Mr Peter Langdon - Birder and local Bird Artist

He has been a member of the Friends of the Australian 

Arid Lands Botanic Garden committee for two periods 

over the years. Very early in the life of the 'Friends', he 

watched the diffi culties faced as funding opportunities 

were sought, with little success.

His contribution, several years ago, was the donation 

of one of his paintings for a raffl e and this drew a big 

sum of money. He is currently working on a series of 

paintings to display at Blinman as part of the exhibition, 

A Brush with Art, being held throughout the Flinders 

Ranges this spring.

In the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, the Bird 

Hides also feature Peter's art work. Greeting cards and 

posters of his paintings can be found in the shop at the 

AALB Garden's Visitor Centre.

Peter’s presentation was called:

'25 years of Birding in the AALBG'

To assist him, along with the photos of birds, he had 

many bird skins to show. They were clearly labelled 

with date and circumstances of collection, often 

showing details of crop contents. The expansion of bird 

species found at the Garden was clearly shown in this 

very entertaining talk.

In the week before the Conference 'Birds of the 

Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden' was launched 

at the Garden. The two authors - Peter Langdon and 

Brian Reichelt - gave an amusing introduction to their 

'baby', in the presence of many admiring Friends.

Photo of Peter Langdon with scope by Di Fullerton

Peter grew up in Port Augusta West in the ‘50s and 

‘60s. He was interested in natural history and birds 

in particular, from an early age. He has spent most 

of his working life in the pastoral industry and it was 

while working in the bush and seeing lots of birds, 

that he joined the South Australian Ornithological 

Association, the oldest such organisation in Australia, 

formed in 1899. This year Peter received a Platinum 

Membership certifi cate in recognition of 41 years of 

continuous membership of the SAOA, or Birds SA.

As well as recording the birds he saw, Peter noticed 

other creatures. He found the seventh (at the time) 

Giles Planingale, a mouse-sized marsupial, in the 

State, the fi rst MacDonnell Range Rainbow Fish west 

of Lake Eyre and the fi rst Yellow-bellied Sheathtail Bat 

in central South Australia. Through these discoveries, 

he got to know the relevant staff at the South Australian 

Museum, learnt to skin birds and did some “collecting” 

for them.

Peter also held an A-class Bird Banding licence for 

many years, working with well-known 'bander' Wally 

Klau OAM. It was with Wally that he discovered an 

Orange-bellied Parrot, a rare and endangered species, 

at Chinaman’s Creek just south of Port Augusta. 

Peter has been involved in many bird surveys for 

DENR (Department of Natural Resources) and other 

institutions (Atlas of Australian Birds, 2020 wader 

count), and has run bird identifi cation workshops.

Peter was drawing and painting birds at an early 

age and now you will fi nd his pictures of birds on 

many walls in Port Augusta and, since accepting 

commissions, across the world as well.
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Display of bird books at the AALBG Visitor Centre,

where copies can be obtained (donations accepted)

Photo by John Zwar

A speaker at the Conference - more speakers next issue
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President’s Message

ence

Following our very successful conference in August 

we are still receiving complimentary comments from 

people who attended and thoroughly enjoyed it. The 

Garden, Port Augusta and the region were presented 

in a very positive way and those who attended have 

been full of praise for the conference and what our 

region had to offer. At the recent AGM two new 

members were elected to the committee. Joy O’Brien 

from Hallett and Brian Reichelt from Port Augusta.

Outgoing  long standing committee members, Fay 

Poole and Peter Marmasch have served on the 

committee for many years and have volunteered at 

the garden - Fay as a propagator and in many other 

capacities since 1984, and Peter as a Garden Guide. 

Peter speaks several languages and can conduct 

garden tours in Russian, German, French, Italian 

and a couple of other European languages besides 

English which is sometimes appreciated by overseas 

visitors. Thanks Fay and Peter for all you have done 

and continue to do for the Garden. It is certainly 

appreciated.

The November meeting is followed by our Christmas 

function and we hope to see many Friends then, but 

for those unable to attend our meetings, my very 

best wishes for a most enjoyable Christmas season. 

Enclosed with this Newsletter is the Bird Book recently 

produced by committee members Peter Langdon with 

the assistance of Brian Reichelt. I’m sure you will agree 

it is a fi ne effort and we hope Friends will enjoy it.

Recently a Family Fun Day was organised at the Garden 

and new committee member Joy O’Brien with partner 

Syd drove up from Hallett to help local friends with the 

barbecue on the day. Thanks to all friends who were 

able to help on the day. Recently researchers from 

the University of Technology in Sydney commenced 

research on how some of our native plants respond 

to heat stress and this will continue for three years. 

Financial assistance has been provided by the Port 

Augusta City Council and you will read more about this 

work in future newsletters. Further development has 

taken place at the Garden; a section of semi-circular 

rammed earth wall, partly enclosing the circular 

courtyard near the visitor reception building. This is 

part of the long awaited upgrading of landscaping 

in that area. The friends assisted with a donation to 

Council of $50,000 to help with this work.

On a sad note I record the passing of foundation 

member and former Friends committee member 

Monica Kosonen. Monica was one of a small group who 

helped promote the concept of developing a botanic 

garden at Port Augusta in the early years when there 

was little interest from government or council. She 

assisted with fund raising and other activities which 

helped establish the Friends as a viable organisation. 

Her son Mike informed us that  Monica passed away 

recently in a Nursing Home in Adelaide. She was 84. 

Monica had collected a large album of clippings about 

the garden’s early years and Mike will forward them to 

the Friends. Our sincere sympathy to Mike.

THE FRIENDS OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN, PORT AUGUSTA INC. COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2012-2013

President John Zwar, Vice-President Brian Reichelt, Secretary Chris Nayda, Treasurer Geraldine Davis, Council Rep. Deon Schumann

Committee members: Ronda Hall, Peter Hall, Joy O’Brien, Julie Owen, Peter Langdon, Bernie Haase, Fran Horwood

Our next newsletter will be in the new year, so 

meanwhile, enjoy Christmas and to all of our Friends 

and supporters, have a wonderful New Year!

John Zwar, President

Christ mas Me� ing
Next meeting of The Friends will be held at

The Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden 

Conference Room

DATE: Saturday 24th November, 2012

TIME: 1.00pm

Our guest speaker will be Kristen Messenger 

from Adelaide, 'Bugs n Slugs'.

Topic: DRY & SPINELESS

Kristen Messenger from 'Bugs n Slugs' will share 

her passion for the bugs of the arid zone (and 

bugs in general) and help guides to tune in to 

some of the common but elusive bugs of the 

Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden.

Weather permitting, Kristen will bring some 

very special bugs to show - two new species 

of arid zone phasmids (stick insects), recently 

discovered just up the road! Every one is 

welcome to accompany Kristen into the garden 

for a browse after the meeting.

Following the 1pm meeting; at approximately 

4.30pm, all Friends, Guides, and Staff, are invited 

to an informal Christmas get-together hosted 

by the Port Augusta City Council, in and around 

the Bluebush Cafe. All welcome. To assist with 

catering. RSVP Chris Nayda 0434 717 382
President John Zwar welcoming Conference guests at

Wadlata Tourist Information Centre Port Augusta; August 2012



Dr Peter Hayman

Dr Peter Hayman is Principal Scientist in climate 

applications at the South Australian Research 

and Development Institute (SARDI) based at Waite 

Institute, a position he has held since 2004. Prior 

to moving to Adelaide he was coordinator of climate 

applications for NSW Agriculture. 

His presentation: Goyders Line; a brief history, 

current relevance and future shifts reported on:

• How we have used spatial climate data and crop 

simulation models to study the consistency of 

Goyders Line as it extends west across the top 

of the Yorke and Eyre Peninsulas and East across 

the Murray Mallee.

• A survey of over 300 farmers, students and policy 

decision makers on where they see Goyders Line 

in 2030 and 2070.

• A series of focus groups from farmers living on 

Goyders Line in the Murray Mallee, Upper North 

(Orroroo) and Upper Eyre Peninsula where we 

worked on a map of land values to discuss the 

interaction of soil type, climate and farming 

practices.

Goyder was an extraordinary individual and ahead of 

his time in thinking about climate risk and reliability. 

It is this contribution rather than simple shifts of lines 

on maps that is his greatest contribution to coming 

to terms with our variable and changing climate.
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SPEAKERS
Professor Chris Daniels

Chris Daniels is Professor of Urban Ecology at the 

University of South Australia.

He is the Director of the Barbara Hardy Institute, 

Division of Information Technology, Engineering & the 

Environment, University of South Australia, a major 

research institute, with a large research agenda 

focused on creating sustainable communities. 

He facilitates and conducts research into the 

relationship between humans, the communities we 

build and the natural environment.

He is the Presiding Member, of the Adelaide & 

Mount Lofty Natural Resource Management Board.

Chris was our keynote speaker and in his 

presentation Backyards: the most important room 

in the house he analysed the role of backyards in 

conserving biodiversity, how we have come to having 

the biodiversity we do have, and where is it going in 

a future with smaller or no urban open space. His 

presentation discussed the wildlife that shares our 

spaces and also focused on why backyards are so 

important for communities and what we need to do 

as we move towards high density communities.

Dr Carolyn Ireland

Dr Carolyn Ireland is Director and Secretary of 

Australian Rangeland Society, member of the 

South Australian Dog Fence Board, a Sessional 

Commissioner for the Environment, Resources and 

Development Court of South Australia, a rangeland 

botanist and ecologist involved in land use and other 

natural resource management issues.

Dr Ireland undertook Honours and PhD research 

projects to investigate the sustainability of the 

Western Myall across the major part of its range in 

South Australia and thus provide a basis for land 

management strategies which would ensure its 

survival.

Her paper Western Myall addressed many of the 

aspects of this research, including recruitment of the 

Western Myall, flowering, formation and fate of the 

seed and the importance of rare rainfall inundations 

and the actions of harvester ants. It examined the 

effects of the major herbivores - rabbits, sheep 

and kangaroos - in an historical context and also 

looked at the long lifespan of the species and why 

this is so important for its survival. The studies 

were undertaken just before the release of rabbit 

haemorrhagic disease (RHD) (calicivirus) in Australia 

and the paper reflected on some subsequent 

observed changes.
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at the conference
Professor Don Bursill

Professor Don Bursill AM SA Chief Scientist; one 

of Australia’s most respected water scientists and 

water management experts.

He has been recognised with a number of awards 

including a Member of the Order of Australia, 

an Honorary Doctorate of the University of South 

Australia and the Peter Hughes Award from the 

Australian Water Association - all in recognition of 

his services to water research and water resources 

management in Australia. He has a CSIRO Medal 

for water research and two awards from the South 

Australian Water Association for innovation in water 

research, including the Premier’s Medal. He is 

South Australia’s Senior Australian of the Year for 

2011 and Citizen of the Year for the City of Tea Tree 

Gully (2011). In April 2011 he was appointed to the 

position of South Australia’s Chief Scientist.

His topic was Our Water Supply and the Importance 

of the River Murray and set out a number of key facts 

about available water resources in South Australia 

with an emphasis on water sources for public water 

supplies. An overview of the water challenges faced 

by SA in the past decade accompanied comment 

on the decisions taken to address these challenges. 

The importance of the River Murray to South 

Australia - Actually the importance of SA to the 

River Murray - was highlighted and an assessment 

of the current proposals under the Murray Darling 

Basin Plan were presented.

Jeff Reid

Jeff Reid is Coordinator of COOTS (Conservation of 

Our Threatened Species) which is the conservation 

group of the Australian Plants Society. He is a Life 

Member and a past President of the Australian 

Plants Society SA, formerly S.G.A.P. (Society 

for Growing Australian Plants). He has been the 

President, Vice-President, Councillor and active 

member of the Society for many years. 

His presentation was Mangroves - Where the 

sea meets the land and was an opportunity to 

understand more about the fragile area along our 

coastlines.

It concentrated on a number of plant species that 

can be found, in particular the mangroves (Avicennia 

marina - The Grey Mangrove). The main focus was 

why the line of mangroves along our coastlines is 

so important, and why we must do our utmost to 

retain them.

Dr John Read

Dr John Read - Ecologist, Environmentalist and 

Author. John Read lives on a private 260 sq km 

Mallee reserve on South Australia’s Eyre Peninsula 

with his ecologist wife and their three girls.

He has been researching the ecology of the South 

Australian arid zone for over 20 years, publishing 

over eighty scientific papers on topics as diverse as 

rare plants, venomous snakes, kangaroo entrails 

and radiation impacts to frogs. 

John has also co-founded several conservation 

initiatives and has written inspirational books on two 

on these projects, Arid Recovery at Roxby Downs 

(Red Sand, Green Heart) and Tetepare Island (The 

Last Wild Island), the largest uninhabited and 

unlogged island in the South Pacific.

His current interests include effects of climate 

change on desert reptiles, developing control 

techniques for feral cats and invasive weeds and the 

roles of miners, pastoralists and conservationists in 

outback conservation. 

He is both passionate and pragmatic about his work 

and research interests and enjoys being provocative 

- and we found him just that in his role as Conference 

Dinner Speaker: MORE than just pretty plants

Bird Observers Walk and then Christmas 

Lunch at AALBG Bluebush Cafe. Meet in 

the Car Park at 7.30am on Sunday 9th 

December.

Photo left - Admiring Acacia toondulya 

during walk at conference

Photo below - AridSmart Nursery

DIARY DATES
Next Bird Observers Walk

When: 9th December 

Meet at 7.30am at the car park of AALBG

Followed by lunch at the Bluebush Cafe.

ALL WELCOME
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Dr Dean Nicolle is Consultant Arborist, Botanist and 

Eucalyptologist, Currency Creek Arboretum, South 

Australia and his presentation was Eucalypts from the 

deserts and other harsh environments in Australia. 

The Eucalypts (genera Eucalyptus, Corymbia and 

Angophora), with around 900 different species, are 

a component of most natural Australian landscapes, 

being absent only from small rainforest pockets in 

the wettest areas of eastern Australia and being 

largely absent from some parts of the arid interior. 

The Eucalypts are almost exclusively Australian, with 

only a handful of species extending to the islands 

to the north of Australia, and only a few species not 

occurring naturally in Australia at all.

The diversity of habitats occupied by the Eucalypts is 

paralleled by the diversity of form between species 

in the group, varying from massive forest trees to 

rockery shrubs, and with equally impressive diversity 

in bark, foliage and fl oral type. Because of the 

presence of Eucalypts in most Australian landscapes, 

they are widely believed to be highly adaptable to a 

range of site conditions. However, this is generally not 

the case, as the majority of species are restricted in 

natural distribution and are highly site specifi c.

The habitat preferences and tolerances of different 

species are often poorly understood. For example, 

the Great Victoria Desert, with its east-west-running 

longitudinal sand dunes, supports an amazing diversity 

of nearly 50 Eucalypt species, whereas the Simpson 

Desert, with its north/south-running longitudinal 

sand dunes, supports no Eucalypts species except 

for coolibahs and red gums in watercourses on 

the margins of the desert. The diversity of habitats 

occupied by the Eucalypts can be highlighted by some 

of the more extreme habitats occupied by different 

species, many of which have not been trialled at all 

in cultivation. Dean took us on a photographic tour 

through some of the harsher habitats in terrestrial 

Australia, and highlighted some of the different 

Eucalypt species that have evolved to not just cope, 

but to thrive in such habitats.

Dr Dean Nicolle

While walking the short walk at AALBG this time 

of year you are struck by how many sennas 

are fl owering. I found fi ve Senna artemisioides 

subspecies (ssp) and two other species just 

in fi fteen-minutes. Some people still call them 

cassias and others get them mixed up with 

acacias because of their similar colour. This 

doesn’t really matter. They all look great driving 

along the highway or walking through AALBG.

Senna artemisiodes (ssp) photo: Chris Nayda

Dr Nita Lester

Dr Nita Lester - PhD (Science), PhD (Education), 

BA, FACE, JP (Qual) Senior Lecturer and Convenor, 

Griffi th University Mt Gravatt Campus; Botanist 

Queensland Government.

Nita is a Board Member of a number of companies, 

and is Chair of the Myall Park Botanic Garden. She 

is also a Graphic Designer and Artist and her works 

are represented in public and private collections 

throughout Australia and overseas. She has a keen 

interest in the preservation of the environment and 

sustainability for future generations of all plants and 

animals.

Her presentation was Myalls, Brigalows and 

Butterfl ies and her paper considered the proposition 

that the relationships between the elements of an 

ecosystem must be understood if biodiversity is 

to be protected. Within the Southern Queensland 

Brigalow Bioregion, the rich brown soils and the 

semi-arid climate dictate the makeup of the diverse 

populations of plant species such as Acacia, 

(Brigalow, Myall), Allocasuarinas, Eucalypts and 

Grasses. The old growth colonies provide an  

environment for a wide variety of birds, reptiles 

and invertebrates such as butterfl ies, cicadas and 

ants. Members of this fauna collection include the 

threatened Brigalow Butterfl y. Findings indicate that 

all elements must be protected if the biodiversity is 

to be successfully preserved.
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