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decline and innovations which have been successful 
in turning this around, in provinces of eastern Canada. 
Lyell has been instrumental in raising awareness about 
wheel cactus throughout the Flinders Ranges and Mid 
North, and has personally treated well over 10,000 
plants himself, working as a volunteer on properties 
in the Peterborough area. He is an unsung hero and 
had a great story to tell as well. Those present enjoyed 
hearing both speakers and seeing pictures of their 
work and of Lorraine’s study tour.

New Look Newsletter and Other Changes
Thanks to the efforts of Geraldine Davis and Shirley 
Mundy we have our new look newsletter in full colour, 
produced by Multi Print in Port Augusta. We hope that 
Friends, especially those who may not be able to visit 
the Garden in Port Augusta, will find the new newsletter 
an even better means of maintaining contact with us
and our activities in supporting the AALBG.
We have long supported the employment of an 
additional person at the Garden. In our next issue we'll 
be informing you of changes to the management of 
the nursery and hope that this will make a significant 
improvement to the viability and presentation of the 
garden in the future.

John Zwar, President

News from the President
NEXT MEETING: AGM Saturday 22 August 2009
The Friends have long promoted the concept of 
developing a mound spring display at the AALBG. There 
are more than 900 mound springs on the western and 
southern edges of the Great Artesian Basin in South 
Australia, supporting unique pockets of flora and fauna 
surrounded by desert. The guest speaker at our AGM 
will be Travis Gotch, an authority on mound springs. 
He is based at Roxby Downs and will give a fascinating 
insight into these very special features of outback 
South Australia. His talk will follow our AGM, brief 
changes to the constitution and election of officers for 
the next year. Meet at 1.00pm in the Herbarium/
Meeting Room at the Garden. Committee members 
please note: a committee meeting will be held in the 
meeting room from 9.00am on Sat 22 August at the 
Garden.

LAST MEETING: Saturday 16th May 2009
Well known Flinders Ranges resident and Friend Lorraine 
Edmunds was our speaker at the May meeting along 
with Lyell Roocke from Booleroo Centre. Some years 
ago Lorraine spoke passionately to us about Opuntia 
(cactus) control in difficult rugged country in the Flinders 
Ranges and she presented another information packed 
talk about developments since then. Lorraine also 
undertook a Churchill Fellowship study tour recently 
and  spoke briefly on her overseas experience as well, 
which looked at small remote communities facing rural 

A smart sign for a smart idea.

Lorraine Edmunds at Friends meeting in May 2009.

SATURDAY August 22nd 2009 1pm:
WMC Herbarium Meeting Room

AGENDA:
Welcome

Apologies

To confirm the minutes of the previous AGM
21st August 2008

To receive and adopt the Annual Report 2008/2009.
To receive and adopt the Annual Financial Report 
2008/2009.

To appoint an auditor for the ensuing year.

To receive a report from the Curator of the
AALBG 2008/2009.

To receive a report from AALBG Guide 
activities 2008/2009

To receive a report re activities of the propagating 
activities at the AALBG 2008/2009

To accept alterations to the Constitution

To elect a Chairperson

To elect Committee and office bearers for the ensuing 
year 2009/2010

At the conclusion of business Mr Travis Gotch will be 
the guest speaker, and his topic will be “Mound springs 
in South Australia”

Nominations for Committee members would be most 
welcome, please contact:
Mr John Zwar 08 8364 4256 or
johnzwar@optusnet.com.au

Notice of Annual General Meeting 

Due to all the water in Lake Eyre we have had a couple 
of tourist companies flying groups of 8-30 people to 
Lake Eyre and back to AALBG for lunch and a guided 
tour. This has bought a different type of tourist to the 
garden who normally wouldn’t have come here. We 
have had many favorable comments from them and 
they wished that they could have had more time to 
spend at the garden. We also had 42 people from 
Toowoomba area who had also come to see the lake.   
They flew to Adelaide and caught a bus to Pt Augusta 
and had 2 hours at the garden with 3 guides and were 
absolutely amazed at our wonderful arid plants.  Some 
said they would be back. I would like to add that we 
need a couple more tour guides urgently, so if anyone 
is interested please let us know.

Chris Nayda

Tour Guide Report



A Prickly Lesson  Looking back to move forward
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History has much to teach us. Even about weeds!
Almost a century ago exotic cacti invaded 25 million 
hectares of agricultural land in Queensland. Opuntia 
species displaced native vegetation and colonised 
cropping land, from Rockhampton to Charleville and 
south to the NSW border. Impenetrable thickets, some 
many kilometres long, closed down properties, some 
for more than a decade. Mechanical and chemical 
controls proved futile, such was the rate of spread and 
the scale of the invasion. In 1924, a single chemical 
treatment would have cost more than twice the value 
of all primary production in Queensland (Walton 2005). 
A number of different types of cactus–feeding insects 
were imported from North and Central America, in 
an attempt to halt the invasion. Cochineals (scale 
insects) and the larvae of the moth Cactoblastis 
cactorum, destroyed the Opuntias, in what became 
one of the world’s most spectacular examples of 
effective biocontrol of a serious pest plant. At a cost 
of several million pounds, the lost land was reclaimed 
and returned to productivity. For many Australians this 
story is unknown or has slipped from memory.
Over the past two decades several Opuntia species 
have become established in South Australia’s 
rangelands. Prickly pear, Devil’s rope cactus and 
Wheel cactus can be seen in paddocks in the Quorn, 
Blinman, and Peterborough districts. Alarmed by the 
dramatic increase of Wheel cactus (Opuntia robusta) in 
the Blinman and Parachilna districts during the1990’s, 
a small group of landholders sought funding through 
the North Flinders Soil Board (2002) to commence 
some control works. Individual landholders were 
unable to fund the works as part of normal property 
management activities due to the cost of control and 
the time required to access isolated populations. 
It soon became evident that there were many more 
plants than first thought. 
Through their progress associations, the landholders 
initiated the Blinman/Parachilna Pest Plant Control 
Project. With federal funding through the South 
Australian Rangelands (now South Australian Arid 
Lands) NRM Board, the small community group has 
managed and delivered an ambitious control program 

since 2004. More than 80 000 mature wheel cactus 
plants have been treated across 70% of the 400km² 
project area, which contains some of South Australia’s 
most rugged mountainous terrain. A ‘contain and shrink’ 
strategy was implemented. Contractors were engaged 
to treat outlier populations and isolated plants, working 
from the margins of the project area toward the core 
population. Areas of high conservation value, including 
swamps, springs, watercourses, gorges and flood-
out country were also targeted. Herbicide trials were 
undertaken over two years to establish the most cost 
effective treatment for the project area. The herbicide 
Grazon DS, applied as a foliar spray, was used where 
plants could be accessed by vehicle or quad bike. 
Stem and pad injection, using neat glyphosate was the 
preferred treatment for more inaccessible locations 
such as cliff-faces, ridgelines, or hilltops. Contractors 
undertook abseiling training so that they could safely 
treat cliff-face plants.
With a seed life of around twenty years, Opuntias will 
persist in the landscape for one human generation. 
Vigilant follow-up will be required to eradicate 
Opuntias from the landscape. All treated areas must be 
inspected every four years, the time it takes for a newly 
recruited plant to flower and produce fruit. Volunteers 
can greatly assist landholders with follow-up in treated 
areas. One volunteer group, the Adelaide Bushwalking 
Club, is helping the McIntosh family maintain a 30km² 
buffer zone between the Flinders Ranges National Park 

and a dense core population on Gum Creek Station. 
Cactoblastis and cochineal are present in Flinders 
Ranges Opuntia populations. However they have failed 
to deliver the control seen in north-eastern Australia 
in the 1920’s. Research is needed to investigate what 
might be limiting the effectiveness of these proven 
biocontrol agents in South Australian environments.
Through their project, the Blinman and Parachilna 
communities have dramatically raised awareness of 
the invasive potential of Opuntias in South Australia’s 
pastoral and agricultural landscapes. In 2006, a State 
Opuntia Pest Management Plan was developed and 
implemented (SAAL NRM Board). A State Opuntia Task 
Force was established in late 2008, with representation 
from several NRM regions in which Opuntia infestations 
occur. Wheel cactus has also been recently nominated 
as a pest plant for targeted biocontrol. 
Much has been achieved over the last five years. 
However the long-term control of Opuntias in South 
Australia is dependent not only on community 
will and capacity, but also upon engagement with 
research institutions. On-going financial support from 
government agencies will be critical for what is likely 
to be a very long project.

Lorraine Edmunds
Project Coordinator
Blinman / Parachilna Pest Plant Control Project

Wheel cactus fruits - Packaged in succulent fruit parcels, wheel 
cactus seeds persist in the soil for twenty years.

Wheel cactus fruits - Wheel cactus can grow in a wide variety of 
situations including cliff-faces, slopes, rocky outcrops, watercourses.

After spending Easter at Wilmington, walking in 
Alligator Gorge and climbing Mount Remarkable, 
I ventured north to Port Augusta to revisit the Arid 
Lands Botanic Garden. I have been a friend since its 
beginnings and passionate about the need for it - 
having travelled widely in the outback of Australia and 
becoming familiar with the plants and birds of these 
areas which I love.

I joined the Wednesday working bee and prepared 
cuttings that are grown for sale. I was amazed at the 
range of plants grown in the nursery and had to buy 
some, of course. The guided tour was informative.

The day before I brought my walking friends to the 
garden. They were impressed as some had never 
been before and others had not visited for some years. 
Seeing and hearing the Chirruping Wedgebill and 
White-winged Fairy-wren was a delight.

I was most impressed with the display gardens growing 
well and the signage explaining the species used and 
the minimal amount of water it would take to maintain 
them compared with a 'normal' garden.

I enjoyed sitting at the lookout towards sundown 
listening to the birds and watching the light change on 
the Flinders Ranges in the distance.

A visit to Quorn’s native Flora Reserve and Powell 
Gardens in Quorn completed my visit and sent me 
home inspired to get into my own garden (once it 
rained) and do some major planting and revamping.

I can thoroughly recommend including spending a few 
days of one’s holiday at the garden and lending a hand 
to the dedicated band of helpers at the garden and 
intend doing it more frequently in the future.

Inspirations from Robyn Guy
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Trip to Alice Springs
I had been planning to do a trip to Alice Springs for 
almost 18 months, however the window of opportunity 
kept blowing shut. Fortunately it stayed open just 
long enough for me to grab a week in May and head 
off up north. I was also fortunate that Friends and 
volunteers of the garden Ronda and Peter Hall were 
able to accompany me, act as voluntary guides and 
supply a vehicle for the trip that was more suitable 
than the AALBG ute. Obviously one week is not really 
long enough to appreciate what is on offer between 
Port Augusta and Alice Springs but it would have to do. 
I had a lot to cram in as the intention of the trip was 
to firstly have a look at the mound springs along the 
Oodnadatta Track then spend a couple of days at the 
Alice Springs Desert Park, check out Olive Pink Botanic 
Garden and possibly do some plant collecting on the 
way there and back.
For those not aware, it has been talked about recreating 
a mound spring feature here in the gardens for some 
time, over 10 years in fact and it has been an item 
in almost every set of minutes produced in that time. 
Well today we are a bit closer to realising this project 
as it is now listed in the master plan with a suitable 
site identified and also Council Strategic Coordinator 
Rieck Shine managed to secure funding through the 
Natural Resource Management Board to start the 
planning. Although this project is still a little down the 
list of priorities I felt that if we were to go ahead with 
it then I really needed to see them for myself and start 
dealing with the logistics of trying to create as naturally 
as possible this type of feature. There are images on 
the internet of mound springs and I have been to two 
information sessions on them and yet I was still totally 
surprised and amazed when I saw the real thing.

Mound springs are the exit points for water contained 
in the Great Artesian Basin and when we think of a 
spring an image of water bubbling up and forming 
a pond comes to mind. Put this image on top of a 
huge flat topped pile of sand several stories high in 
the middle of flat arid planes and you have a mound 
spring. The plant life consists of just a few species and 
the life forms dependant on this aquatic system are 
ancient and unique.
I am now confident we can produce a good 
representation of these features within the AALBG and 
they will tell a remarkable and fascinating story.
After the mound springs we travelled on to Alice 
Springs via the Painted Desert, an incredibly beautiful 
landscape at times totally barren of flora.
The Alice Springs Desert Park is must see place and 
is a combination of zoo and botanic garden complete 
with botany and zoology departments with a total staff 
of about 45. The aim of this visit was to meet with 
the Director Gary Fry, the department managers and 
guides I also wanted to check out the visitor services, 
retail outlets and Friends organisation. The Desert Park 
is two thirds Northern Territory funded and the other 
third comes from revenue raised within the Park, so 
the Park has to be viable and make a profit in order to 
keep up staffing levels and carry out new projects. The 
landscapes within the park are totally created and I am 
sure that most visitors would forget this fact almost 
immediately and really think that they are moving 
through totally natural landscapes, through Desert 
river systems past red sand dunes, clay pans and 
woodlands all manufactured! I was conscious that here 
at the AALBG how fortunate we are in that on our site 
we have very different landscapes existing naturally 

and that all we have to do is tell their story. I learnt 
a lot from this visit and believe that The Desert Park 
probably is the inevitable future of gardens and zoos 
and in many ways is a good role model for us. However 
we would always try to retain the important and unique 
sense of place that already exists here.
I will save talking about Olive Pink and the plants 
we found for another time and will finish by urging 
everyone to visit the mound springs and the Desert 
Park, they tell the compelling and remarkable story of 
our past and our future.
Michael Anlezark
Curator
Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden

Man made landscape at Alice Springs Desert Park (termite mounds transplanted from elsewhere)

Blanch Cup Spring near Coward Springs on the 
Oodnadatta Track



Is it Spinifex or Porcupine grass?
In many discussions when referring to travelling 
through the arid parts of Australia, you may often hear 
the comment, 'as I walked through the Spinifex in the 
deserts or arid regions of Australia', or similar.

It is worth noting that the genus name for the spiky 
native arid zone grasses which are commonly called 
Spinifex is more correctly commonly named as 
Porcupine Grass.

Unfortunately the common name of Spinifex is used to 
describe the plant genus Triodia and is well entrenched 
into daily plant descriptions throughout the world as 
heard described in Around the World in 80 Gardens 
on ABC TV recently. The description of the 'spinifex 
rings' is a well entrenched and very common way 
to describe what should more correctly be known as 
‘rings of Porcupine Grass’. Once again the use of a 
common name i.e. Spinifex has led to confusion of two 
quite different grasses.

It is important to note that the common name Spinifex 
has derived from a common coastal grass - Spinifex 
hirsutus which is only found within a 2km distance 
from many coast lines of Australia. This spreading 
grass looks like a giant version of Kikuyu, the common 
lawn grass and is valuable in that it helps bind coastal 
sand dunes. Its leaves are grey green, hairy (hence 
the species name hirsutus) and soft, not pointed. Seed 
heads are spikey spheres which blow along beaches 
and dunes, scattering seed. Triodia species have sharp 

pointed spikey leaves so the name Porcupine Grass is 
more apt. Its seed heads are in a spike more like many 
common grasses.

Porcupine Grass describes a range of the genus Triodia 
such as the species irritans and others.  The Triodia 
genus of the arid interior of Australia is the plant so 
often described where the explorers struggled through 
the deserts of Australia, 'walking through the Spinifex'.  
It is often the feature appearance of the ‘rings of 
grasses’ described in documentaries where intrepid 
walkers are traversing the inhospitable deserts of the 
Australia inland.  It is likely that the common name 
Spinifex will continue to be used for the species of 
Triodia as it is so well entrenched, despite its confusion 
with the lesser well known true Spinifex hirsutus the 
coastal grass of the sand hills near the sea.

This is just another example of the confusion caused 
by inappropriate common names.

John Zwar & Geraldine Davis

Spinifex

Porcupine Grass
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We met opposite the Wilmington Hotel at 8 am on 
a brisk morning. While waiting for everybody to get 
there, the early birds saw a few species in the main 
street such as red-rumped parrots, red wattle-birds, 
white-plumed honeyeaters, magpies and a few house 
sparrows. A kookaburra was heard from behind the 
pub and masked lapwings from the oval.
Once everyone had arrived, we moved off towards 
Alligator Gorge. A group of apostle birds were seen on 
the outskirts of town, so we stopped again to have a 
look. Adelaide (crimson) rosellas were seen and also 
crested pigeons. A couple of Jacky Winters (brown fly-
catchers) were perched on the roadside fence at the 
turn off to Alligator.
We stopped for a while at the permit and information 
bay and everyone got good looks at brown tree-creeper, 
rainbow lorikeets, more red-rumps and a flock of tree 
martins as well as more white-plumed honey eaters 
and red wattle-birds.
On to Sugar Gum Flat and a walk further on produced 
golden whistler, grey fantail, weebills, black-faced 
cuckoo-shrike, grey currawong and wedge-tailed 
eagle overhead. It was cold and birds were a bit slow 
so we headed out and on to the Forest Reserve on the 
road to Melrose.

Most had good looks at red-capped robin, (both male 
and female), rufous whistler, sitellas, yellow-faced 
honeyeater and brown-headed honeyeater, yellow 
thornbill and inland thornbill and silvereye.
By this time, it was getting near lunchtime, so headed 
off towards Melrose. On the way we saw little corellas, 
kestrels and a road kill tawny frogmouth. A small group 
of wood ducks were in a crop near the town.
After a nice lunch at the Mount Remarkable Pub, we 
wandered down by the tennis courts and along the 
creek saw blackbirds, starlings and house swallows; 
all ferals.
Then more silvereyes and inland thornbills in the creek 
and weebills overhead. We kept going until we located 
a New Holland honeyeater and at first heard and then 
saw a small flock of sulphur-crested cockatoos. Back to 
the vehicles and more New Holland honeyeaters on the 
way. Then everybody headed off home. Saw ringnecks 
and a black-shouldered kite near Wilmington on the 
way. A good day’s birding with 55 species seen (more 
than listed above) and well attended by 15 birders.
You are welcome to join us for our next walk on
9 August at Telowie Gorge. See bird walk calendar for 
future events.
Peter Langdon

BIRD-WATCHING PROGRAMME 2OO9
Sunday 9th August 2009 - Telowie Gorge.
Meet in Telowie Gorge Car-park 8.00am.

Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th September 2009 -
Camp at Wilkatana Shearers Quarters.
Meet opposite Carlton Parade Cemetery
Saturday 10.00am Bring swag and food.

Sunday 11th October 2009 - Whyalla Conservation 
Park and Pt. Lowly. Meet at turn-off to Park 7.30am.

Sunday 8th November 2009 - Blanche Harbour.
Meet at Shacks turn-off 7.30am.

Sunday 6th December 2009 - Australian Arid Lands 
Botanic Garden. Meet in Car-park 7.30am.
Followed by Christmas Lunch in the Cafe.
Cost involved.

For further information contact Peter: (08) 8642 5723
or Greg: 8648 6882 or Shirley: (08) 8642 4013
Unless noted, these outings are free of charge.

Bird Report... Outing to Alligator Gorge - 21 June 2009
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The Friends have recently donated $25,000.00 
towards the redevelopment of the Courtyard. In the 
original plan when the Garden was first established, 
this area beside the Café was planted out in swaths 
of Blue Bush and eremophilas. Time has taken its toll 
on many of the plants, and it is now in the process of 
being re developed with a Great Victoria Desert (GVD) 
concept. There will be some amazing red sand hills 
complimented by Porcupine Grass and many of the 
unique plants of the GVD.

The display gardens continue to be a popular tourist 
attraction and has greatly enhanced the appreciation 
of how to utilize our native plants with in the visitors’ 
own gardens. This has led to an increased demand for 
plants used in these gardens being requested at the 
AridSmart nursery of the AALBG. The nursery now has 
a full time paid employee of the Pt Augusta City Council 
Deon Schumann and opening hours will be extended 
soon. The Friends volunteers continue to assist with 
propagation each Wednesday, and like many volunteers 
groups, we are always seeking more help.

This winter there has been a dramatic increase in 
guided tours of the AALBG due to many tour operators 
requesting a stop over at the AALBG en route to and 
from Lake Eyre to view the water.

The mallee area, almost like a mallee scrub now 
displays the garden within its true form ie to present 
the plants in a natural setting. The Friends and visitors 
continue to be amazed at the fact that these almost 
mature plants were collected as seed or cuttings with 
in their covenance by our first Curator Bernie Haase. 
He grew and planted them more than 10 years ago.

Geraldine Davis

Recent visitors to the AALBG were Bill and Lynne 
Thomas from Shropshire UK who offered their 
assistance at the nursery, and were amazed at the 
immense vastness of our country and its unique flora. 

The Friends will be featured in the ABC Garden show 
in November 7th 2009 with Chris Nayda our senior 
guide taking Sophie Thompson through the Eremophila 
garden ,as well the Friends volunteers will be featured 
demonstrating propagating techniques to Sophie 
at the AALBG nursery. Next year there will also be a 
second ABC garden program presenting the garden 
with Curator Michael Anlezark. A tour operator ‘Motor 
Homes’ has produced a DVD “Serenity in SA” in the 
October issue 09 of ‘Motor Homes’. Once again our 
senior Guide Chris explains the unique flora of our 
garden to their members.

Now that we are 25 years old it is most satisfying and 
amazing to see the early plantings of the AALBG now 
maturing and presenting their special features such 
as the Acacia peuce (Waddy wood a very rare acacia 
from north of Birdsville and Andado Station NT) now 
standing 10 feet tall. The Straggly Corkbark from within 
the Simpson Desert Hakea eyreana is over head height 
and the Bean Tree from Innaminka area Bauhinia gilva 
is showing above the plantations.

Out and About in the Garden

News from the President

Snippets of information from the first meeting of the FAALBG 1st May 1984

It is now 25 years since the first meeting of the 
‘Friends ‘. Mrs Connie Spencer of Alice Springs has 
kindly donated her complete set of Newsletters from 
November 1985. Shirley Mundy has been quite busy 
scanning these so that they can be placed on our web 
site in the future.

See www.australian-arid-botanic-garden.org If you 
have any back copies or snippets of information from 
these early years of the ‘Friends’. Mrs Pauline Schiller 
(first Secretary of the Friends) has kindly supplied this 
list of early Committee members.

Please contact Shirley if you would like to share 
some early recollections of the Friends meetings and 
activities.

Phone: 08 8642 4013
FAALBG, PO Box 2040, Port Augusta SA 5700
or shirleymundy44@gmail.com

Shirley Mundy - Archivist for the FAALBG

THE FRIENDS OF THE ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN OF PORT AUGUSTA INCORPORATED
(Support group for the Australian Arid lands Botanic Garden) The first Public Meeting was held on 1st May, 
1984, followed by the first Interim Committee Meeting on 3rd May, 1984. The Official Inaugural General 

Meeting was held on 26th July 1984 and it became an incorporated body on 27th February 1985.

1984/1985 Friends officially formed on 26-7-1984

City Council Representative Mr. J.R. Zwar Mr. B.A.O. Eden / Mrs. U. Meese

1984 Interim Committee formed 1-5-1984

OFFICIALS WHO SERVED ON THE COMMITTEE

 Executive Committee Persons

 Executive Committee Persons

Treasurer Mr. W.R. Schiller Mr. W.R. Trotman

Secretary Mrs. P.R. Schiller Mr. M.J. Vile / Mrs. J. Hill

President Mr. J. Pugh (John) Mrs. M. Kosonen / Mr. J.E. Clark

Treasurer Mr. W.R. Schiller

Secretary Mrs. P.R. Schiller Mrs. C. Cap

Vice President Miss M. Keogh / Mrs. J.M Lee  Mr. G. Markey / Mrs. J.M Lee

President Mr. B.A.O. Eden Mr. J.E. Clark / Mr. M.J. Vile

City Council Representative Mr. J.R. Zwar Mrs. U. Meese / Mrs. M. Kosonen

I thank each of our committee members too for all 
they have done to keep our group active, operating 
successfully and for supporting the Garden and caring 
for our environment in the way they do.  We look 
forward to a successful and harmonious future!

John Zwar, President -  21 August, 2009

As Friends have urged council to employ additional 
staff at the garden for more than a year we applaud 
this new appointment. We wish the council well with 
this commercial venture which they state is aimed 
at increasing nursery production and sales of arid 
plant species to meet the growing current and future 
demands.

We have enjoyed interesting guest speakers at 
meetings through the year. Friends helped again this 
year in March to promote the AALBG at the Gardening 
Australia Expo in Adelaide Thanks to all who helped. The 
Gardens Reference Group (Management Committee) 
includes a number of Friends representatives who 
contribute significantly. Friends continue to assist with 
the Garden’s educational programme and some have 
made presentations on the Garden to various groups 
and our tour Guides do a wonderful job too in showing 
the garden to visitors and enhancing their visit.  We are 
always seeking new guides to help this small band. 
Other Friends help with Garden maintenance and in 
various other ways. We continue to maintain close 
links with the Port Augusta group of The Australian 
Plant Society and the Friends.

The demonstration gardens opened in March. These 
have proved a popular and educational drawcard. 
Initially proposed at an AALBG reference group 
meeting some years ago, early design input was 
provided by Ginny Lee of the University of Adelaide and 
completed by Curator Michael Anlezark. The Friends 
provided $20,000 to help fund this development, 
propagated plants and provided labour. The Friends 
have committed $25,000 to the redevelopment of the 
circular courtyard to feature Great Victoria Desert plant 
associations and we look forward to this work being 
undertaken. We also donated $5,500 to help fund 
impressive new signs denoting the various regional 
plantings.

I have been disappointed at some division in the ranks 
of Friends volunteers in the last year which has resulted 
in some long term volunteers no longer assisting in the 
various ways they have in the past. We have been a 
very harmonious group for 24 years and hope that all 
will get on and work together in harmony to further the 
development of our Garden.

After 25 years of successful operation I most 
sincerely thank all Friends, near and far for their 
support. We realise that distant supporters cannot 
normally participate directly in the Garden, but their 
interest, membership and financial support is always 
appreciated and is of real value. 

Next Meeting
Next Meeting of the Friends AALBG
- Saturday 21st November 2009 
- 1pm at the Conference room of the AALBG
- Guest Speaker will be Travis Gotch
- speaking on the 'Mound Springs of SA'.

Travis is currently the Great Artesian Basin Officer 
with the SA Natural Resource Management. He has 
a Bachelor of Applied Science in Natural Resource 
Management with first class honors, and completed 
his PhD research titled 'Dispersal ecology of Mound 
Spring endemic Wolf Spiders'.

This meeting will be followed by Christmas Dinner 
at 7pm along with a celebration of our 25th birthday 
of the FAALBG. The dinner will taking a less formal 
approach with drinks and nibbles to be served in the 
garden followed by main meal in the Blue Bush café. 

Kindly note that places are limited so please book with 
Christine Nayda - 8642 4684 or 0434 717 382
or b.nayda@bigpond.com

This report recognises 25 years of volunteer effort by 
members of The Friends of the AALBG, a remarkable 
effort indeed. I am sure many Friends, current council 
employees and councillors have little idea of how the 
AALBG began, following my proposal to establish 
the Garden back in 1981. It was not an easy task to 
promote the concept to the government and wider 
community, raise funds, secure a site, and try and 
keep the council interested in the idea.

Progress was made in fits and starts but really 
commenced in the late 1980’s when WMC Resources 
became interested in the Garden, helped by providing 
major funding, and stage 1 of the Garden was officially 
opened in September 1996. Following the opening of 
Stage 1 of the Garden in 1986 council has continued 
to fund it, providing approx $250,000 annually since 
then which is especially noteworthy considering that 
this is not an affluent region and that council run 
botanic gardens are not the norm in South Australia. It 
is wonderful to see how well recognised the Garden is 
and to notice how it has helped raise the image of Port 
Augusta to the point where it is now being promoted 
as the arid garden city.

Our membership remains strong. Friends who live 
locally and others who visit make a very significant 
contribution to the AALBG, by volunteering in a range 
of areas at the Garden which greatly assists the paid 
employees. Friends volunteers continue to provide 
many of the services and undertake work normally 
done by paid employees at more established, better 
funded gardens. This is a remarkable achievement and 
helps provide services which would otherwise not be 
available. 

Our Friends propagators have had another very busy 
year and plant sales at the Garden, field days and 
fairs and the flea market have done very well, a great 
effort in cramped conditions.  On 25 June this year 
I received a letter from City Manager, Greg Perkin 
advising that council has approved the employment 
of an additional staff member committed to plant 
propagation with profits from plant sales directed to 
the AALBG’s development and maintenance. Later 
on 7 July I received an email from AALBG Curator 
Michael Anlezark advising that all plants produced by 
volunteers at the nursery would be sold by council and 
that the Friends would no longer produce plants for 
sale as has been done up until now. I understand that 
all plant sales have now ceased and that council has 
taken over all existing stock and the nursery facility and 
equipment provided by the Friends and will commence 
selling direct to the public some time in the future.
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President: John Zwar   Phone Home: (08) 8364 4256   Work: (08) 8372 6876   Email: johnzwar@optusnet.com.au
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Some senior company officials heard about the 
proposed garden and funded a soil survey of the site. 
They then followed up by funding the preparation 
of a site master plan which took a year to prepare 
and following negotiations with state and federal 
governments and the Council donated $350,000 for 
the development of the Garden on condition that the 
two governments each contributed $300,000.

The Council also gave $250,000, so in the early 1990s 
there was at last more than a million dollars available, 
along with a great deal of voluntary effort and some 
funding from the “Friends”. Development commenced 
and Stage One of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic 
Garden opened in September 1996. WMC Resources 
subsequently donated a further $400,000 to enable the 
building of a meeting room and herbarium and further 
development in the Garden. Over the following several 
years they continued to assist in various ways and 
particularly by providing horticultural, environmental, 
ecological and other expertise from specialist staff. 
(WMC Resources was taken over by BHP Billiton in 
2005). It would be wonderful for the Garden if BHP 
became a corporate sponsor!

John Zwar

Part 2 by Gwen Leane
'Sowing the Seed' will be in next newsletter.

This was well attended by locals and others from the 
wider region. Our “Friends” group was based on the 
Friends of the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide and their 
advice and help was appreciated. We now had a 
“Friends” group of a garden that did not exist, but the 
new group quickly became incorporated, and set about 
publicising the proposed garden, fundraising and 
collecting many thousands of signatures on petitions 
supporting the establishment of the Garden for both 
state and federal parliaments.

Interest in the garden was sporadic through the mid 
1980s but by the late 80s a site had been secured 
and Council established an Advisory Committee which 
met irregularly and included representatives of the 
“Friends”. After consistent lobbying and the provision 
of base funds by the “Friends” the state government 
gave a small grant to fund an initial site plan.

Had it not been for the continued efforts of the “Friends” 
in promoting and keeping the project alive The Garden 
would never have eventuated, as Council, state and 
federal governments were not particularly interested or 
supportive initially and action was very sporadic.

Back in Port Augusta some members of the Port 
Augusta Garden Club were enthused and helped 
promote the concept but progress was very slow.

In 1987 Western Mining Corporation was establishing 
their huge mining operation at Olympic Dam and the 
nearby support town of Roxby Downs.

In 1974 Port Augusta City Council decided to establish 
a Parks and Gardens Department to beautify the city 
and improve its image as rapid development and an 
increase in population was expected. I was interviewed, 
offered the position and accepted and commenced work 
in January 1975. In order to broaden my knowledge of 
arid zone amenity horticulture I applied for and was 
awarded a Churchill Fellowship enabling a study tour 
taking in Chile, Peru, Bolivia, USA, Israel, Namibia and 
South Africa in 1979. I observed many Australian plants 
including some arid zone species in each of these 
countries. On returning to my position in Port Augusta 
I considered the vast range of flora from arid Australia, 
much of it poorly known and rarely cultivated. Having 
been trained at the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide I was 
aware of the role and value of botanic gardens and in 
1981 sought permission of Council to investigate the 
possibility of establishing a botanic garden featuring 
arid zone plants at Port Augusta. Council’s response 
was luke warm but I was given approval to persue 
the proposal. I publically launched the proposal at the 
1981 conference of the Royal Australian Institute of 
Parks and Recreation conference held in Adelaide that 
year. Conference delegates were supportive of the 
concept. Occasional newspaper articles, meetings with 
members of parliament and promotion of the concept 
in the region helped publicise the proposed garden. 
In 1984 I called a public meeting for the purpose of 
establishing a “Friends” support group.

Seed propagation was the theme of a talk given by 
Geoff Reid from COOTS at the Annual General Meeting 
of the Friends of The Australian Arid Lands Botanic 
Garden Port Augusta. To demonstrate his talk Geoff 
categorised seeds into four sections: Fine seeds; Hard 
coated seeds; Winged seeds; Fleck type seeds.

Callistemon, eucalypts and melaleucas are among the 
fine seeds. Geoff’s tip of the day in planting fine seeds 
is to use potting mix, the Nu-earth variety from Trees 
for Life a few grains of Osmocote for natives and grains 
of fine gravel on top. Acacias, hardenbergias, Alectryon 
oleifolius or Bullock Bush; sennas, convolvulus and 
brachychiton are in the hard coated section. Hard seed 
coatings need to be broken, scored or in some way to 
allow the plant to begin to germinate.

Geoff advocates hot water to be poured over the 
seeds and mix in a little gravel in a glass jar, shaken 
vigorously over a few days until the coating is either 
broken or scored.

If seeds are taken early, just coloured, this treatment is 
not necessary when planting. Another idea is to place 
seeds between sandpaper sheets and rub until seeds 
are scored. Galls, commonly seen on Acacias are not 
seeds but home to a grub. Quandongs require a wash 
in bleach before giving them a slight crack to assist 
seeds to germinate. Once broken, place in potting mix 
until plant has germinated.

Pittosporum angustifolium or Native Apricot another 
hard seed is also encased in gel. Geoff suggests to 
place them in a glass jar soak in hot water and gravel 
shaking the jar vigorously over several days with 
very good success as it allows the outer coating to 
be washed off. He also offered another suggestion, to 
place seed in a calico bag and leave in a toilet cistern 
to soak for several days.

Allocasuarinas, Banksias, Hakeas, Olearias are some 
of the winged seed varieties. Winged seeds are spread 
by the wind and seeds can be harvested by placing the 
fruit pod in a warm place so that they open and release 
the seeds within.

Sometimes these seeds only germinate after a fire 
therefore the windscreen of the car is a great place to 
warm up the seedpods and get them to release their 
seeds. He also suggested that the hot BBQ plate could 
also be used to open Banksia seeds and the seed 
should germinate as for fine seed in a couple weeks. 
He also noted that Native Frangipani and pandorea 
must have fresh seed and many grasses belonged to 
the winged seed varieties.

Flecky seeds, such as Ruby Saltbush need to be 
washed to remove the salt, and Atriplex nummularia 
requires washing at least twice before sowing in seed 
trays. Nitraria & Muntries are also classed as flecky 
seeds.

Gwen Leane

A new Wattle Tour commenced at AALBG on Sunday 
6th September at 1pm and every Sunday in September 
there after. $13.00 per person including afternoon tea. 
AALBG boasts about 65 species of Acacia of which the 
tour took in about 35. Anyone wishing to do this tour 
in the future with one of our knowledgeable guides 
please book at the Bluebush Café. Acacias are one of 
the most dominant plants in the Australian landscape 
with about 900 species in Australia and about 1300 
world wide.

From our majestic A. papyrocarpa [Western Myall 
the emblem of our garden] which lives to about 700 
years, the beautiful red mini-ritchi bark of our A. 
cyperophylla, (Red Mulga) the unusual phyllodes on 
A. merralii, (Merrills Wattle) the cute little A. continua 
and the wattle emblem of Australia A. pycnantha (The 
Golden Wattle) there is much to see, understand and 
marvel at while participating in this tour.

In the Rare Plants Area the strange A. toondulya from 
the Gawler Ranges sways in the wind like two large 
rabbit ears. A. barratensis from the Flinders Ranges 
until recently thought extinct is now flowering in the 
Garden for the first time. The large round shrub A. 
sclerosperma (Limestone Wattle) from the limestone 
country in WA with its long necklace looking pods is 
looking great on the corner of the rare plants area and 
the road to the car park.

A. stenophylla (River Cooba) on the edge of the pathway 
stands as a sentinel looking over the garden. Many of 
these acacias are becoming rare in the wild so it is 
important we learn more about them. The weekly walk 
finishes with a lovely bushtucker afternoon tea.

Tour Guide Chris Nayda

DID YOU KNOW?
All acacia seedlings start out with divided fern like 
leaves (bi-pinnate). As they mature most replace these 
with phyllodes that are simply modified leaf stalks that 
carry out the same function as leaves.

They make their own fertilizer so can grow in soil that 
is very poor.

Ants harvest the seeds and take them underground 
where they remain safe until germination conditions 
are just right.

Acacias have been around for 45 million years as their 
pollen has been found and dated.

Eight walkers turned up at the car-park in the Gorge 
at 0800 on a brisk morning, despite some getting a 
bit lost on the way! Birds were slow in the gorge but 
we managed to see Elegant Parrots several times with 
one pair checking out a nest hollow. There were lots of 
Grey-fronted Honeyeaters chasing each other through 
the trees and undergrowth, so breeding-season is 
here.

Out of the Gorge, the birds got better as the sun 
warmed things up. Striated and two females Spotted 
Pardalots were seen foraging in the River Red Gums in 
the creek, along with the numerous Weebills.
Male and female Rufous and Golden Whistlers were 
seen in the creek, as well as a male Gilbert’s whistler 
which was a “lifer” for some, including Helen, and most 
had a real close-up look later at 3meters. We then 
went and sat down in the thick undergrowth and Peter 
whistled-up a Southern Scrub-robin. “Here-I-am” it 
called continually…“Where?” we said and everyone 
had a good look. By then, it was lunch time and some 
had to be on their way. We had seen 27 species and 
some real good ones, including an Eastern Spinebill, so 
we were well pleased.

Helen, Noreen and Peter went home via the Port 
Germein Gorge looking for Eastern Shrike-tit and 
after several stops had ‘only’ seen a Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater, a nice male Red-capped Robin and a 
flock of Silvereyes feeding on feral Olives by the road 
side. Some of the Silvereyes were of the dark-chestnut 
flanked Tasmanian race “lateralis” which migrate to 
the mainland in winter and mix with the resident race.

Helen then decided to go on, so Noreen and Peter 
drove slowly on, stopping and playing the Shrike-tit 
tape at suitable sights until, at last, a pair of Eastern 
shrike-tits came to the tape and we had a very close 
good view.

Pity Helen had gone on and Bernie (also a Shrike-tit 
tragic) had gone off elsewhere to check some plants. 
But that is birding.

Peter Langdon

Bird Observers Visit the Telowie Gorge

Visitors on the Wattle Walk admiring the spider wattle

A. barratensisBird Watchers in Telowie Gorge
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Some senior company officials heard about the 
proposed garden and funded a soil survey of the site. 
They then followed up by funding the preparation 
of a site master plan which took a year to prepare 
and following negotiations with state and federal 
governments and the Council donated $350,000 for 
the development of the Garden on condition that the 
two governments each contributed $300,000.

The Council also gave $250,000, so in the early 1990s 
there was at last more than a million dollars available, 
along with a great deal of voluntary effort and some 
funding from the “Friends”. Development commenced 
and Stage One of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic 
Garden opened in September 1996. WMC Resources 
subsequently donated a further $400,000 to enable the 
building of a meeting room and herbarium and further 
development in the Garden. Over the following several 
years they continued to assist in various ways and 
particularly by providing horticultural, environmental, 
ecological and other expertise from specialist staff. 
(WMC Resources was taken over by BHP Billiton in 
2005). It would be wonderful for the Garden if BHP 
became a corporate sponsor!

John Zwar

Part 2 by Gwen Leane
'Sowing the Seed' will be in next newsletter.

This was well attended by locals and others from the 
wider region. Our “Friends” group was based on the 
Friends of the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide and their 
advice and help was appreciated. We now had a 
“Friends” group of a garden that did not exist, but the 
new group quickly became incorporated, and set about 
publicising the proposed garden, fundraising and 
collecting many thousands of signatures on petitions 
supporting the establishment of the Garden for both 
state and federal parliaments.

Interest in the garden was sporadic through the mid 
1980s but by the late 80s a site had been secured 
and Council established an Advisory Committee which 
met irregularly and included representatives of the 
“Friends”. After consistent lobbying and the provision 
of base funds by the “Friends” the state government 
gave a small grant to fund an initial site plan.

Had it not been for the continued efforts of the “Friends” 
in promoting and keeping the project alive The Garden 
would never have eventuated, as Council, state and 
federal governments were not particularly interested or 
supportive initially and action was very sporadic.

Back in Port Augusta some members of the Port 
Augusta Garden Club were enthused and helped 
promote the concept but progress was very slow.

In 1987 Western Mining Corporation was establishing 
their huge mining operation at Olympic Dam and the 
nearby support town of Roxby Downs.

In 1974 Port Augusta City Council decided to establish 
a Parks and Gardens Department to beautify the city 
and improve its image as rapid development and an 
increase in population was expected. I was interviewed, 
offered the position and accepted and commenced work 
in January 1975. In order to broaden my knowledge of 
arid zone amenity horticulture I applied for and was 
awarded a Churchill Fellowship enabling a study tour 
taking in Chile, Peru, Bolivia, USA, Israel, Namibia and 
South Africa in 1979. I observed many Australian plants 
including some arid zone species in each of these 
countries. On returning to my position in Port Augusta 
I considered the vast range of flora from arid Australia, 
much of it poorly known and rarely cultivated. Having 
been trained at the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide I was 
aware of the role and value of botanic gardens and in 
1981 sought permission of Council to investigate the 
possibility of establishing a botanic garden featuring 
arid zone plants at Port Augusta. Council’s response 
was luke warm but I was given approval to persue 
the proposal. I publically launched the proposal at the 
1981 conference of the Royal Australian Institute of 
Parks and Recreation conference held in Adelaide that 
year. Conference delegates were supportive of the 
concept. Occasional newspaper articles, meetings with 
members of parliament and promotion of the concept 
in the region helped publicise the proposed garden. 
In 1984 I called a public meeting for the purpose of 
establishing a “Friends” support group.

Seed propagation was the theme of a talk given by 
Geoff Reid from COOTS at the Annual General Meeting 
of the Friends of The Australian Arid Lands Botanic 
Garden Port Augusta. To demonstrate his talk Geoff 
categorised seeds into four sections: Fine seeds; Hard 
coated seeds; Winged seeds; Fleck type seeds.

Callistemon, eucalypts and melaleucas are among the 
fine seeds. Geoff’s tip of the day in planting fine seeds 
is to use potting mix, the Nu-earth variety from Trees 
for Life a few grains of Osmocote for natives and grains 
of fine gravel on top. Acacias, hardenbergias, Alectryon 
oleifolius or Bullock Bush; sennas, convolvulus and 
brachychiton are in the hard coated section. Hard seed 
coatings need to be broken, scored or in some way to 
allow the plant to begin to germinate.

Geoff advocates hot water to be poured over the 
seeds and mix in a little gravel in a glass jar, shaken 
vigorously over a few days until the coating is either 
broken or scored.

If seeds are taken early, just coloured, this treatment is 
not necessary when planting. Another idea is to place 
seeds between sandpaper sheets and rub until seeds 
are scored. Galls, commonly seen on Acacias are not 
seeds but home to a grub. Quandongs require a wash 
in bleach before giving them a slight crack to assist 
seeds to germinate. Once broken, place in potting mix 
until plant has germinated.

Pittosporum angustifolium or Native Apricot another 
hard seed is also encased in gel. Geoff suggests to 
place them in a glass jar soak in hot water and gravel 
shaking the jar vigorously over several days with 
very good success as it allows the outer coating to 
be washed off. He also offered another suggestion, to 
place seed in a calico bag and leave in a toilet cistern 
to soak for several days.

Allocasuarinas, Banksias, Hakeas, Olearias are some 
of the winged seed varieties. Winged seeds are spread 
by the wind and seeds can be harvested by placing the 
fruit pod in a warm place so that they open and release 
the seeds within.

Sometimes these seeds only germinate after a fire 
therefore the windscreen of the car is a great place to 
warm up the seedpods and get them to release their 
seeds. He also suggested that the hot BBQ plate could 
also be used to open Banksia seeds and the seed 
should germinate as for fine seed in a couple weeks. 
He also noted that Native Frangipani and pandorea 
must have fresh seed and many grasses belonged to 
the winged seed varieties.

Flecky seeds, such as Ruby Saltbush need to be 
washed to remove the salt, and Atriplex nummularia 
requires washing at least twice before sowing in seed 
trays. Nitraria & Muntries are also classed as flecky 
seeds.

Gwen Leane

A new Wattle Tour commenced at AALBG on Sunday 
6th September at 1pm and every Sunday in September 
there after. $13.00 per person including afternoon tea. 
AALBG boasts about 65 species of Acacia of which the 
tour took in about 35. Anyone wishing to do this tour 
in the future with one of our knowledgeable guides 
please book at the Bluebush Café. Acacias are one of 
the most dominant plants in the Australian landscape 
with about 900 species in Australia and about 1300 
world wide.

From our majestic A. papyrocarpa [Western Myall 
the emblem of our garden] which lives to about 700 
years, the beautiful red mini-ritchi bark of our A. 
cyperophylla, (Red Mulga) the unusual phyllodes on 
A. merralii, (Merrills Wattle) the cute little A. continua 
and the wattle emblem of Australia A. pycnantha (The 
Golden Wattle) there is much to see, understand and 
marvel at while participating in this tour.

In the Rare Plants Area the strange A. toondulya from 
the Gawler Ranges sways in the wind like two large 
rabbit ears. A. barratensis from the Flinders Ranges 
until recently thought extinct is now flowering in the 
Garden for the first time. The large round shrub A. 
sclerosperma (Limestone Wattle) from the limestone 
country in WA with its long necklace looking pods is 
looking great on the corner of the rare plants area and 
the road to the car park.

A. stenophylla (River Cooba) on the edge of the pathway 
stands as a sentinel looking over the garden. Many of 
these acacias are becoming rare in the wild so it is 
important we learn more about them. The weekly walk 
finishes with a lovely bushtucker afternoon tea.

Tour Guide Chris Nayda

DID YOU KNOW?
All acacia seedlings start out with divided fern like 
leaves (bi-pinnate). As they mature most replace these 
with phyllodes that are simply modified leaf stalks that 
carry out the same function as leaves.

They make their own fertilizer so can grow in soil that 
is very poor.

Ants harvest the seeds and take them underground 
where they remain safe until germination conditions 
are just right.

Acacias have been around for 45 million years as their 
pollen has been found and dated.

Eight walkers turned up at the car-park in the Gorge 
at 0800 on a brisk morning, despite some getting a 
bit lost on the way! Birds were slow in the gorge but 
we managed to see Elegant Parrots several times with 
one pair checking out a nest hollow. There were lots of 
Grey-fronted Honeyeaters chasing each other through 
the trees and undergrowth, so breeding-season is 
here.

Out of the Gorge, the birds got better as the sun 
warmed things up. Striated and two females Spotted 
Pardalots were seen foraging in the River Red Gums in 
the creek, along with the numerous Weebills.
Male and female Rufous and Golden Whistlers were 
seen in the creek, as well as a male Gilbert’s whistler 
which was a “lifer” for some, including Helen, and most 
had a real close-up look later at 3meters. We then 
went and sat down in the thick undergrowth and Peter 
whistled-up a Southern Scrub-robin. “Here-I-am” it 
called continually…“Where?” we said and everyone 
had a good look. By then, it was lunch time and some 
had to be on their way. We had seen 27 species and 
some real good ones, including an Eastern Spinebill, so 
we were well pleased.

Helen, Noreen and Peter went home via the Port 
Germein Gorge looking for Eastern Shrike-tit and 
after several stops had ‘only’ seen a Yellow-faced 
Honeyeater, a nice male Red-capped Robin and a 
flock of Silvereyes feeding on feral Olives by the road 
side. Some of the Silvereyes were of the dark-chestnut 
flanked Tasmanian race “lateralis” which migrate to 
the mainland in winter and mix with the resident race.

Helen then decided to go on, so Noreen and Peter 
drove slowly on, stopping and playing the Shrike-tit 
tape at suitable sights until, at last, a pair of Eastern 
shrike-tits came to the tape and we had a very close 
good view.

Pity Helen had gone on and Bernie (also a Shrike-tit 
tragic) had gone off elsewhere to check some plants. 
But that is birding.

Peter Langdon
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Visitors on the Wattle Walk admiring the spider wattle
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The Friends of 
The Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden

Port Augusta Incorporated

November 2009

www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org

Newsletter

www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org 1.4.

The Friends have recently donated $25,000.00 
towards the redevelopment of the Courtyard. In the 
original plan when the Garden was first established, 
this area beside the Café was planted out in swaths 
of Blue Bush and eremophilas. Time has taken its toll 
on many of the plants, and it is now in the process of 
being re developed with a Great Victoria Desert (GVD) 
concept. There will be some amazing red sand hills 
complimented by Porcupine Grass and many of the 
unique plants of the GVD.

The display gardens continue to be a popular tourist 
attraction and has greatly enhanced the appreciation 
of how to utilize our native plants with in the visitors’ 
own gardens. This has led to an increased demand for 
plants used in these gardens being requested at the 
AridSmart nursery of the AALBG. The nursery now has 
a full time paid employee of the Pt Augusta City Council 
Deon Schumann and opening hours will be extended 
soon. The Friends volunteers continue to assist with 
propagation each Wednesday, and like many volunteers 
groups, we are always seeking more help.

This winter there has been a dramatic increase in 
guided tours of the AALBG due to many tour operators 
requesting a stop over at the AALBG en route to and 
from Lake Eyre to view the water.

The mallee area, almost like a mallee scrub now 
displays the garden within its true form ie to present 
the plants in a natural setting. The Friends and visitors 
continue to be amazed at the fact that these almost 
mature plants were collected as seed or cuttings with 
in their covenance by our first Curator Bernie Haase. 
He grew and planted them more than 10 years ago.

Geraldine Davis

Recent visitors to the AALBG were Bill and Lynne 
Thomas from Shropshire UK who offered their 
assistance at the nursery, and were amazed at the 
immense vastness of our country and its unique flora. 

The Friends will be featured in the ABC Garden show 
in November 7th 2009 with Chris Nayda our senior 
guide taking Sophie Thompson through the Eremophila 
garden ,as well the Friends volunteers will be featured 
demonstrating propagating techniques to Sophie 
at the AALBG nursery. Next year there will also be a 
second ABC garden program presenting the garden 
with Curator Michael Anlezark. A tour operator ‘Motor 
Homes’ has produced a DVD “Serenity in SA” in the 
October issue 09 of ‘Motor Homes’. Once again our 
senior Guide Chris explains the unique flora of our 
garden to their members.

Now that we are 25 years old it is most satisfying and 
amazing to see the early plantings of the AALBG now 
maturing and presenting their special features such 
as the Acacia peuce (Waddy wood a very rare acacia 
from north of Birdsville and Andado Station NT) now 
standing 10 feet tall. The Straggly Corkbark from within 
the Simpson Desert Hakea eyreana is over head height 
and the Bean Tree from Innaminka area Bauhinia gilva 
is showing above the plantations.

Out and About in the Garden

News from the President

Snippets of information from the first meeting of the FAALBG 1st May 1984

It is now 25 years since the first meeting of the 
‘Friends ‘. Mrs Connie Spencer of Alice Springs has 
kindly donated her complete set of Newsletters from 
November 1985. Shirley Mundy has been quite busy 
scanning these so that they can be placed on our web 
site in the future.

See www.australian-arid-botanic-garden.org If you 
have any back copies or snippets of information from 
these early years of the ‘Friends’. Mrs Pauline Schiller 
(first Secretary of the Friends) has kindly supplied this 
list of early Committee members.

Please contact Shirley if you would like to share 
some early recollections of the Friends meetings and 
activities.

Phone: 08 8642 4013
FAALBG, PO Box 2040, Port Augusta SA 5700
or shirleymundy44@gmail.com

Shirley Mundy - Archivist for the FAALBG

THE FRIENDS OF THE ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN OF PORT AUGUSTA INCORPORATED
(Support group for the Australian Arid lands Botanic Garden) The first Public Meeting was held on 1st May, 
1984, followed by the first Interim Committee Meeting on 3rd May, 1984. The Official Inaugural General 

Meeting was held on 26th July 1984 and it became an incorporated body on 27th February 1985.

1984/1985 Friends officially formed on 26-7-1984

City Council Representative Mr. J.R. Zwar Mr. B.A.O. Eden / Mrs. U. Meese

1984 Interim Committee formed 1-5-1984

OFFICIALS WHO SERVED ON THE COMMITTEE

 Executive Committee Persons

 Executive Committee Persons

Treasurer Mr. W.R. Schiller Mr. W.R. Trotman

Secretary Mrs. P.R. Schiller Mr. M.J. Vile / Mrs. J. Hill

President Mr. J. Pugh (John) Mrs. M. Kosonen / Mr. J.E. Clark

Treasurer Mr. W.R. Schiller

Secretary Mrs. P.R. Schiller Mrs. C. Cap

Vice President Miss M. Keogh / Mrs. J.M Lee  Mr. G. Markey / Mrs. J.M Lee

President Mr. B.A.O. Eden Mr. J.E. Clark / Mr. M.J. Vile

City Council Representative Mr. J.R. Zwar Mrs. U. Meese / Mrs. M. Kosonen

I thank each of our committee members too for all 
they have done to keep our group active, operating 
successfully and for supporting the Garden and caring 
for our environment in the way they do.  We look 
forward to a successful and harmonious future!

John Zwar, President -  21 August, 2009

As Friends have urged council to employ additional 
staff at the garden for more than a year we applaud 
this new appointment. We wish the council well with 
this commercial venture which they state is aimed 
at increasing nursery production and sales of arid 
plant species to meet the growing current and future 
demands.

We have enjoyed interesting guest speakers at 
meetings through the year. Friends helped again this 
year in March to promote the AALBG at the Gardening 
Australia Expo in Adelaide Thanks to all who helped. The 
Gardens Reference Group (Management Committee) 
includes a number of Friends representatives who 
contribute significantly. Friends continue to assist with 
the Garden’s educational programme and some have 
made presentations on the Garden to various groups 
and our tour Guides do a wonderful job too in showing 
the garden to visitors and enhancing their visit.  We are 
always seeking new guides to help this small band. 
Other Friends help with Garden maintenance and in 
various other ways. We continue to maintain close 
links with the Port Augusta group of The Australian 
Plant Society and the Friends.

The demonstration gardens opened in March. These 
have proved a popular and educational drawcard. 
Initially proposed at an AALBG reference group 
meeting some years ago, early design input was 
provided by Ginny Lee of the University of Adelaide and 
completed by Curator Michael Anlezark. The Friends 
provided $20,000 to help fund this development, 
propagated plants and provided labour. The Friends 
have committed $25,000 to the redevelopment of the 
circular courtyard to feature Great Victoria Desert plant 
associations and we look forward to this work being 
undertaken. We also donated $5,500 to help fund 
impressive new signs denoting the various regional 
plantings.

I have been disappointed at some division in the ranks 
of Friends volunteers in the last year which has resulted 
in some long term volunteers no longer assisting in the 
various ways they have in the past. We have been a 
very harmonious group for 24 years and hope that all 
will get on and work together in harmony to further the 
development of our Garden.

After 25 years of successful operation I most 
sincerely thank all Friends, near and far for their 
support. We realise that distant supporters cannot 
normally participate directly in the Garden, but their 
interest, membership and financial support is always 
appreciated and is of real value. 

Next Meeting
Next Meeting of the Friends AALBG
- Saturday 21st November 2009 
- 1pm at the Conference room of the AALBG
- Guest Speaker will be Travis Gotch
- speaking on the 'Mound Springs of SA'.

Travis is currently the Great Artesian Basin Officer 
with the SA Natural Resource Management. He has 
a Bachelor of Applied Science in Natural Resource 
Management with first class honors, and completed 
his PhD research titled 'Dispersal ecology of Mound 
Spring endemic Wolf Spiders'.

This meeting will be followed by Christmas Dinner 
at 7pm along with a celebration of our 25th birthday 
of the FAALBG. The dinner will taking a less formal 
approach with drinks and nibbles to be served in the 
garden followed by main meal in the Blue Bush café. 

Kindly note that places are limited so please book with 
Christine Nayda - 8642 4684 or 0434 717 382
or b.nayda@bigpond.com

This report recognises 25 years of volunteer effort by 
members of The Friends of the AALBG, a remarkable 
effort indeed. I am sure many Friends, current council 
employees and councillors have little idea of how the 
AALBG began, following my proposal to establish 
the Garden back in 1981. It was not an easy task to 
promote the concept to the government and wider 
community, raise funds, secure a site, and try and 
keep the council interested in the idea.

Progress was made in fits and starts but really 
commenced in the late 1980’s when WMC Resources 
became interested in the Garden, helped by providing 
major funding, and stage 1 of the Garden was officially 
opened in September 1996. Following the opening of 
Stage 1 of the Garden in 1986 council has continued 
to fund it, providing approx $250,000 annually since 
then which is especially noteworthy considering that 
this is not an affluent region and that council run 
botanic gardens are not the norm in South Australia. It 
is wonderful to see how well recognised the Garden is 
and to notice how it has helped raise the image of Port 
Augusta to the point where it is now being promoted 
as the arid garden city.

Our membership remains strong. Friends who live 
locally and others who visit make a very significant 
contribution to the AALBG, by volunteering in a range 
of areas at the Garden which greatly assists the paid 
employees. Friends volunteers continue to provide 
many of the services and undertake work normally 
done by paid employees at more established, better 
funded gardens. This is a remarkable achievement and 
helps provide services which would otherwise not be 
available. 

Our Friends propagators have had another very busy 
year and plant sales at the Garden, field days and 
fairs and the flea market have done very well, a great 
effort in cramped conditions.  On 25 June this year 
I received a letter from City Manager, Greg Perkin 
advising that council has approved the employment 
of an additional staff member committed to plant 
propagation with profits from plant sales directed to 
the AALBG’s development and maintenance. Later 
on 7 July I received an email from AALBG Curator 
Michael Anlezark advising that all plants produced by 
volunteers at the nursery would be sold by council and 
that the Friends would no longer produce plants for 
sale as has been done up until now. I understand that 
all plant sales have now ceased and that council has 
taken over all existing stock and the nursery facility and 
equipment provided by the Friends and will commence 
selling direct to the public some time in the future.

Contacts
President: John Zwar   Phone Home: (08) 8364 4256   Work: (08) 8372 6876   Email: johnzwar@optusnet.com.au

Secretary / Treasurer: Geraldine Davis   Phone: (08) 8648 6399   Mobile: 0418 447 020   Email: glgadavis@bigpond.com

PO Box 2040, Port Augusta, South Australia 5700

Issued 21/07/2009 by Geraldine Davis, Secretary / Treasurer, The Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta Inc.
PO Box 2040 Port Augusta SA 5700. Email Geraldine Davis. glgadavis@bigpond.com

Acacia peuce
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