
Join or Renew Subscription & Contacts
 Enclosed is my:

 Subscription $  

 Donation $  

 TOTAL $  

PLEASE TICK:   ▪ New Membership   ▪ Renewal of Membership

NAME:   Dr  /  Mr  /  Mrs  /  Miss  /  Ms:   

Address:   

   Date:  

Email Address:   

DIRECT DEBIT BANKING DETAILS 
BSB: 035-065 

Account No.: 164 604 
Account Name: FAALBG 

Reference: 'name of person banking'
Please notify by email to friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
Individual (1 adult) $30 

Due annually 1st July. Includes 1 membership card.
Family (2 adults & dependent children under 18) $50 
Due annually 1st July. Includes 2 membership cards.  

(2 forms must be filled in).
Corporate $250 Due annually 1st January.  

(includes 1 membership card issued in one name 
nominated by the business)

Issued March 2020 by Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta Inc.  Designed, Produced and Supported by Multi Print SA Port Augusta ~ Telephone: (08) 8641 0900

President: John Zwar Mobile: 0408 887 565 Email: jzwar@bigpond.com
Vice President: Brian Reichelt Mobile: 0418 896 995 Email: breich@bigpond.net.au
Treasurer: Geraldine Davis Phone: (08) 8648 6399 Mobile: 0418 447 020 Email: glgadavis@bigpond.com
Secretary: Christine Nayda Mobile: 0434 717 382 Email: b.nayda@bigpond.com
Editor: Julie Owen Mobile: 0408 866 385 Email: jayowen@bigpond.com
PO Box 2040, Port Augusta, South Australia 5700 Email: friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au
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2020 Calendar of Events
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TO JOIN OR RENEW SUBSCRIPTION 
Request a form from Contacts or collect one from the Visitor Centre 

or fill in this form and send with remittance to: 
Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Port Augusta Inc. 

PO Box 2040, Port Augusta SA 5700 
www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org

Any donation will be gratefully accepted. Donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible. Please make cheques payable to
'Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Inc.' Receipts will be posted. A SAE would be appreciated but not obligatory.

2020 CORPORATE MEMBERS OF FRIENDS OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDENWe welcome these corporate members and encourage Friends to patronise their businessesDon't forget to mention that you are a Friend of the AALBG and that we appreciate their business participating as a corporate member of the Friends.

THE AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN IS PROUDLY  
OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE PORT AUGUSTA CITY COUNCIL

www.aalbg.sa.gov.au

FRIENDS MEETINGS 
Date:  Saturday 7th March 1pm
Guest Speaker: Chris Nayda
Topic: Chenopods
 
Date: Saturday 6th June 1 pm
Guest Speaker: Julie Barrie 
Topic: Pangarinda Botanic Garden
 
Date: Saturday 5th September 1 pm
Guest Speaker: TBC
Topic: Barossa Bush Gardens
 
Date:  Saturday 5th December 1 pm
Guest Speaker: Brian Reichelt 
and Peter Hall 
Topic: “Achievements at the AALBG in 
2020.”

DIARY DATES  
March 28th: BONSAI INTEREST GROUP 
(BIG) workshop 10.30am-2.30pm 
Conference Room. Bookings essential. 
Phone 86419116.
 
March 25th-5th: April: Nature Play Week
April 4th / 5th: AALBG plant stall at 
the Laura Folk Fair. Volunteer helpers 
needed. Contact Secretary Chris Nayda on 
0434717382.

April 19th: AALBG plant stall at the Clare 
Autumn Garden Event. Volunteer helpers 
needed. Contact Secretary Chris Nayda on 
0434717382. 
May 9th: AALBG plant stall at Kadina at the NYP 
APS annual plant sale.
 
May 24th: Botanic Gardens Open Day. Mark 
the date in your diary and visit our Garden for a 
plant special and a free tour.
July 21st: National Tree Day
 
September 1st: National Wattle Day
 
September 1st - October 11th: Arid Festival 
 
October 10th: Dr Brian Morley, Special Arid 
Event Guest Speaker is a past Director of 
Adelaide Botanic Gardens.
October 10th/11th: Arid Festival
 
October 19th-25th: Bird Week- an early 
morning bird walk - date to be advised.
November 19th, 26th: Thursday night dinners
November Christmas promotion
 

December 9th: Volunteers lunch 
December 3rd, 10th, 17th: Thursday night 
dinners 
December shopping event

FIELD TRIPS 

Bird Watching Field Trips for Birds SA,  
PORT AUGUSTA GROUP 
Sunday 15th March: Wirrabara Forest & Block 
9 road. Meet at 8.30am at Wirrabara Pub.
 
Friday 17th 
Saturday 18th - Sunday 19th  April: Ironstone 
Conservation Park.  Meet at 9am at Whyalla 
Wetlands (Camp out - No facilities available) 
 
Sunday 17th May: Carriewerloo station. 
Meet at 8am at start of Stuart Hwy.

Please bring: binoculars, sturdy footwear, hat, 
sun protection, morning tea and lunch.   
Contacts: Peter 86425723 / 0457708859 or 
Bernie 0419863834 / b.haase@telstra.com



Mistletoe species AALBG, B. Reichelt.  
For an excellent guide to 47 species read “Mistletoes of Southern Australia” by 
international expert on mistletoes Prof. David M. Watson. 

Firstly my best wishes to all Friends and supporters 
of the AALBG for the new year! The 2019 year again 
saw an increase in visitor numbers which is very 
encouraging and a credit to staff and Friends volunteers 
who work so hard to promote and present the Garden 
at its best, despite drought, heatwaves and damage to 
plants by browsing native and feral animals. We hope 
that 2020 will be another year of growth and progress 
in the development of the Garden. After Christmas I 
visited Pauline Schiller, the Friends’ first Secretary who 
worked so hard to help establish our organisation. Her 
late husband Wally was our first Treasurer and they 
both served in these positions for many years. Pauline 
moved to Adelaide following Wally’s death and although 
not in the best of health and with failing eye sight still 
manages to live in her own home and enjoys our 
newsletters and hearing of progress at the Garden. She 
was pleased to see pictures of progress and growth at 
the Garden on my computer as she has not been able 
to visit Port Augusta for some time. It was good to catch 
up and talk about the AALBG. 

I look forward to seeing those able to attend our first 
meeting for 2020 in March. Thanks for supporting our 
Garden. Best wishes

- John Zwar, President.

Calandrinias, common name Parakeelya, are small annuals or perennials that grow mainly 
in the arid and semi-arid areas of our continent in well-drained soil in full sun. As can be 
seen in the photos used in this article the leaves are fleshy and green, and the flowers 
are  pink, but in some species they can be other colours, white, red or purple. The plants 
are mostly prostrate.

The photos seen here were taken near Uluru, the plants growing in red soil.

Some say that cattle will follow the plant as when they eat it they don’t need to drink water. 
But there’s the catch, as once the plants are all eaten out, then the beasts are stranded 
with no water and are unable to return.
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John Zwar Pauline Schiller

Chris Nayda

Bird Talk From the Garden  by Peter Langdon

Peter's Plants  by Peter Hall

The continuing dry weather has made birding in the Garden a bit slower than normal. However, there was 
some breeding evidence noted.

The Nankeen Kestrels (Falco cenchroides) nested again in the old Australian Ravens’ (Corvus coronoides) nest 
in the large Eucalypt by the main entrance path and successfully brought out three chicks. The photo is of 
one these chicks feeding on a skink species, brought to it by one of the parent birds in the over-flow car park.

The Welcome Swallows (Hirundo neoxena) had four chicks from a nest under the eaves of the Visitor 
Centre and the Red Wattle Birds (Anthochaera  carunculata) and the White-fronted Honeyeaters  (Purnella 
(Phylidonyris) albifrons) had young.

There was a pair of Crimson Chats (Epthianura tricolor) in the Courtyard amongst the Paper Daisies for a few 
weeks and a small group of Orange Chats (Epthianura aurifrons) seen towards the Matthew Flinders Red Cliff 
Lookout in December, and a pair of Rainbow Bee-eaters (Merops ornatus) nested in the red banks of Flinders 
Lookout.

Crimson Chat Male, 

by Brian Reichelt
Nankeen Kestrel  Juvenile, 
by Peter Langdon.

Calandrinia species, 

Peter Hall

Calandrinia species, growing in 
red sand, Peter Hall.

NEXT MEETING
Date and Time: Saturday 7th March, 2020 at 1pm
Venue: WMC Herbarium and Meeting Room, AALBG
Guest Speaker: Christine Nayda
Topic: Chenopods
Chris Nayda, Life Member of the FAALBG, has had a passion for the AALBG from 1997, almost from its inception, and is a great ambassador for it and its arid region plants singing their praises countrywide. As she loves travelling she finds many opportunities to do this throughout most of our states and even as far as South Africa. Her love affairs with both orchids and acacias give her yet another reason to be communing with nature, and she can often be seen in challenging poses snapping interesting shots with her camera. Volunteering at the AALBG is now second nature to Chris, having been Secretary for the FAALBG for 10 years, a contributor and past editor to the quarterly newsletter, a propagator at the Nursery, an active AALBG plant stall worker at numerous plant sales in regional areas, and an enthusiastic contributor to special events. Chris also heads and trains a group of dedicated Tour Guides, having been a volunteer guide herself for over 20 years. During that time she has become interested in chenopods, and as others have asked to learn more about them she has agreed to share what she has learned and photographed.

 p.s. Did you know that she is a gifted quilter and that she partakes of early morning swims? Or that she is the author of “Plants of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden” (available for purchase in the Gift Shop)?- Julie Owen



Southern Boundary Fence

An old mud nest, 
bird saliva sticks things together. 

Bird skins stories 

Moving mulch Peter H & Peter L 

Since our last report we have experienced 
some extremely hot weather and of course the 
Christmas break which is well deserved for 
Volunteers and Garden Staff who were able to 
take a few days off.
Propagation of plants slowed over the Christmas 
break however Volunteers are now back into full 
swing along with Garden Staff propagating a 
large range of plants for future sale. Of course 
the mandatory weeding of the potted plants 
continues with much faster growth during the 
warmer months. 

Garden Volunteers and Staff have been busy 
mulching areas of the Garden that require 
attention, with some pruning along the way and 
most importantly, before the hot weather set in, 
we completed the next kilometre of fencing. We 
now have only one section of the external fence to 
install and the outer boundary will be completed 
to feral animal standard.  One of our Friends 
members who wishes to remain anonymous 
has kindly donated the next purchase of fencing 
materials and the value of this donation is 
$15,123.58. We offer our sincere thanks to this 
Friend. 

The new plant identification labels are being 
regularly made and  placed in the Garden by Staff.
On a final note Visitor numbers again rose 
from the previous year. For calendar year 2018 
the Garden had 112,793 visitors and in 2019 
116,771 an increase of 3,978 over the 2018 
year; a very pleasing result. Thanks must go to all 
Garden/Café/Giftshop Staff and Volunteers who 
worked so hard to ensure that Garden visitors had 
an experience that they enjoyed and will pass on 
to other prospective visitors)
All photos taken by Brian Reichelt.

Peter Langdon and Brian Reichelt assisted Bernadette 
Reichstein in running the children’s school holiday 
session at the AALBG ‘Make Like a Bird & Nest’, 15th 
January 2020, and it proved to be a  great success 
with both children and parents.
 “What a great bunch of kids, learning lots whilst also 
getting hands-on making nests - the mud variety, 
which makes it even more fun.” (photos and quote, 
B. Reichstein, AALBG facebook page)

The Overstory, by Richard Powers, 2019 (Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction)

The Overstory is about connection between people and trees, and trees with each other in 
forests. The first section, Roots, starts with introductions to a range of characters.  In the second 
section, Trunk, the story follows a number of these characters as they connect in an effort to 
save old growth forests in America. The third section, Crown, relates the aftermath of this 
connection, and the last section, Seeds, is like a coda and finishes the story though without 
complete resolution.  

The book is well researched, and the reader learns, as well as becoming involved in the lives of 
the characters.  It is beautifully written; a worthwhile rather than an easy read.  The novel shows 
the fallibility and courage of human effort at an individual level in contrast to the blunt and often 
brutal response of government and the corporate world. It shows trees in their communities 
as sentient and communicative beings as much as any creature that has legs: we just haven’t 
learned to see it yet.  

I loved it.

3 or 4 physically fit persons, able to wield 
a shovel, and capable of strenuous work 
outdoors are needed to join the outdoor 
crew of volunteers in the Garden on 
Wednesdays 8am - 12pm noon. 
Phone Brian for details and/or to 
register on 0418 896 995.

Garden News by Brian Reichelt
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Book Review by Anne Murrie 

Spreading the mulch

Eremophila Garden mulching

Propagation 

Potting up 

www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org

WE WANT 
YOU!



AALBG Bonsai Interest Group (BIG)
Here are two Callitris pines I have been working on recently, Callitris 
glaucophylla (a year old since potting) and Callitris verrucosa 
(three years old since potting). Getting them to grow is one thing; now pruning 
and shaping them – years of fun to come!

During 2019 four articles headed “Bonsai at the Australian Arid Lands Botanic 
Garden, Pt Augusta” appeared in the monthly newsletter of the Victorian Native 
Bonsai Club (August to November), looking at the potential for bonsai plants 
from our Garden - Acacia, Hakea, Allocasuarina and Eremophila. They had 
heard of BIG Friends and asked about our group.

Our next Bonsai Workshop will be held on Saturday 28th March, 2020, from 
10.30 am to 2.30pm, in the Conference room at the AALBG. All are welcome, 
but please confirm your attendance as we can only take 10 participants. We 
will review how some plants adapt to bonsai, starting with Callitris glaucophylla, 
and move on to bonsai potting mixes and pruning. Please bring a bonsai plant 
along for show and tell. 
- Photos by Jim Hayward

Congratulations to FAALBG Life Member and Vice-President Brian Reichelt on being 
named the Australia Day 2020 Port Augusta Citizen of the Year! 

Brian’s passion for the Garden drives him to spend inordinately long hours working 
extremely hard, both manually and mentally, in the pursuit of excellence in his every 
endeavour to make the Garden both a retreat and a drawcard. He does it for the Port 
Augusta community – for the people as individuals and families, and for the business 
community, as he believes that the Garden supports their very existence. 

Although Brian is undoubtebly chuffed by the award, he is very humble, and he firmly 
believes, and goes to great pains to explain, that it is all the people with whom he works, 
in every group in which he is involved, that have achieved, and that it is always a team 
effort.

Congratulations to FAALBG Life Member Shirley Mundy who was one of the four 
nominees for the Australia Day 2020 Port Augusta Citizen of the Year.
Shirley is a Tour Guide, a past committee member, a historian and keeper of archives, 
and has been deeply involved with the Garden since the 1990s. 

Awards Gained by AALBG & FAALBG In Late 2019
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BIG Friends by Jim Hayward

Callitris verrucosa

Callitris glaucophylla

Australia Day 2020 Port Augusta Citizen of the Year, Brian Reichelt, centre, with MP Dan Van Holst Pellekaan, left, and Mayor Brett Benbow, right.


