
DIARY DATES
  
October 12th: Orroroo, from 9am Saturday, “A 
Garden Affair in the Main”. 
Plant Sales incl. AALBG Stall.
 
October 19th-20th: Burra, “Open Garden and 
Spring Expo”. Plant Sales incl. AALBG Stall.
 
October 21st - 27th: Bird Week. Bird books for 
sale in the AALBG Gift Shop. 
 
October 27th: “Breakfast with the Birds” at the 
AALBG, 7.30am. $30 includes Tour, Breakfast & 
Coffee. Tour Guide: Peter Langdon. Numbers are 
limited. Please book with Gift Shop on 86419116.
 
November 9th: Friends Meeting 1pm, Brian 
Reichelt and Peter Hall, a photo presentation on 
‘Achievements in the Garden in 2019’. Chris 
Nayda and Karen Coleman, a presentation on the 
2019 Tour Guides Conference held at Kings Park, 
Perth, W.A.
 
November 21st and 28th: Thursday Night 
Sunset Dinners in the Bluebush Café. Bookings 
essential. Phone: 86419117
 
December 5th, 12th and 19th: Thursday Night 
Sunset Dinners in the Bluebush Café. Bookings 
essential. Phone: 86419117
 
December 3rd: Shopping Extravaganza, Tuesday 
from 5pm. Complimentary drink on arrival and 
light nibbles provided. Please advise if attending. 
Phone: 86419116
 
December 11th: Volunteers Lunch, Wednesday 
at 12pm . Please advise if attending.  
Phone: 86419117

Mistletoe at the AALBG -  Brian Reichelt

The recent AGM went smoothly followed by a 
presentation by Neutrog’s R&D Manager, microbiologist 
Dr Uwe Stroeher on their range of organic fertilisers. 
Paul from Neutrog followed by offering friends the 
opportunity to purchase their fertilisers in bulk at very 
competitive prices (as they do for a number of other 
garden and horticultural societies). The Garden is 
looking its best at present so if you have not visited 
for some time and are able to do so you will see many 
plants in bloom. At our final meeting for the year on 9th 
November (a little earlier than usual), we need to vote on 
some minor changes to our constitution and this will be 
followed up by a presentations on Friends activities and 
achievements for the year by Brian Reichelt and Peter 
Hall, and the 2019 Tour Guide Conference at Kings Park, 
Perth W.A. by Chris Nayda and Karen Coleman. We look 
forward to seeing you there if able to attend.

Photos taken by John Zwar in August 2019.

Sturt’s Desert Pea, Swainsona formosa, 
South Australia’s floral emblem, growing in the circular 
courtyard. (Picture shows our new labels.)

An EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING of the Friends of the 
Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta 
Inc. will be held on Saturday 9th November 2019 at 
1pm, the purpose being to make minor constitutional 
changes.
 
EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING AND 
CHRISTMAS MEETING
Date and Time: Saturday 9th November 2019 at 1pm
Venue: WMC Herbarium and Meeting Room, AALBG
Guest Speaker and Topic:  
Brian Reichelt and Peter Hall, ‘Achievements in the 
Garden in 2019’. 
Long-time Friends of the AALBG, Peter Hall and Brian 
Reichelt, both tireless workers and passionate supporters 
of the Garden, using photos to illustrate their points, 
will outline what Friends have achieved in the past 
twelve months in partnership with Garden Staff. You will 
be amazed and delighted at the scale of contribution 
achieved by so few Friends. 
Chris Nayda and Karen Coleman will give a presentation 
on the 2019 Tour Guides Conference held at Kings Park, 
Perth, W.A. Chris and Karen are two of our experienced 
tour guides, Chris being our head tour guide as well.
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The Central Courtyard at the AALBG features many plants from The Great Victoria Desert.

Corkbark Tree, Hakea divaricata

Dodonea lobulata 

Eucalyptus lansdowneana ssp. albopurpurea in the Rare 
Plants section

John Zwar

Peter Hall and Brian 

Reichelt
Chris Nayda

FIELD TRIPS
 
 
Bird Watching Field Trips for Birds SA,  
PORT AUGUSTA GROUP 
Sunday 13th October: Whyalla Wetlands & 
Effluent Ponds. Meet at Wetlands at 8:00 a.m.
Sunday 17th November: Quorn local area. Meet 
at the Quorn Pool at 8:00 a.m.  
Sunday 8th December: Australian Arid Lands 
Botanic Garden. Meet in the Car Park at 7:30 
a.m. ( Christmas Lunch in Bluebush Café; and a 
Showing of the year’s best birding photos. )  
 
Please bring: binoculars, sturdy footwear, hat,  
sun protection, morning tea and lunch. 
Contacts: Peter 86425723 / 0457708859 or 
Bernie 0419863834 / b.haase@telstra.com



Eremophila lachnocalyx - lilac - Peter Hall

Eremophila lachnocalyx - white - Peter Hall

The propagating group has been enjoying good 
numbers of volunteers on Wednesday volunteer 
day and all have been kept busy propagating, 
potting up cuttings and weeding the potted 
plants with the Garden propagating staff.

Since our last newsletter the Garden volunteers 
have assisted Garden staff with the two National 
Tree Days by assisting the visitors with planting 
of plants with approximately 230 plants over the 
two days being planted. 

The rest of the time has been spent in weeding, 
pruning, mowing, and mulching in conjunction 
with the Garden staff. 

Matthew Flinders Red Cliff Lookout plantings were 
part of National Tree Day with children from four 
of Port Augusta’s Primary schools participating. 
Garden staff and volunteers have installed a new 
irrigation system and are re-mulching the area to 
improve its visual appearance for visitors.  

It is anticipated that the next kilometre of Garden 
boundary fence on the southern side of the 
Garden will commence in October, and when 
completed this will be 4 kilometres of new fence.

Photos taken by Brian Reichelt

Two nomadic bird species have been visiting the 
Garden for a few weeks now as the northern areas 
of the state start to dry out, these being the Pied 
Honeyeater (Certhionyx variegatus)  and the White-
fronted Chat (Epthianura albifrons).
The Pied Honeyeater is 15-20cm long and has an 
easily distinguished call “tee-titee-tee-tee”. It can 
be heard in the Eremophila Garden and the sand 
hill area near the Stuart Highway Lookout as it 
flies from plant to plant collecting nectar from the 
flowers. They have been known to breed in the 
Garden over the years and are always a favourite 
sighting with visiting bird watchers.
The White-fronted Chat is a smaller bird measuring 
11-13cm in length, and its call is a repeated, soft, 
finch-like “tang”. This species likes to inhabit the 
open chenopod areas of the Garden, in particular 
the areas around the Chenopod Bird Hide, and also 
to the northern side of the Indigenous site.       
These little guys can be sighted perched on the 
Black Bluebush (Maireana pyramidata) or fossicking 
on the ground looking for insects and caterpillars.                                       

Volunteers in The Garden by Brian Reichelt
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Bird Talk from The Garden by Brian Reichelt

While travelling in Western Australia last year 
(2018) we pulled into a new caravan park just 
out of the mining town of Newman for the night. 
Next door to the park was a block that was still 
scrub, so I had to explore.
While walking in the scrub I came across several 
plants of Eremophila lachnocalyx with white 
flowers. This was unusual because the normal 
colour for Eremophila lachnocalyx is lilac or 
violet. The flowers being white meant that they 
did not stand out against the grey foliage like 
the normal colour, but the plants were still quite 
attractive.
Also growing in this patch of scrub was 
Eremophila citrina.

Peter’s Plants
by Peter Hall

Stock Plants area after weeding

Removal of clover in the Courtyard, 
paper daisies area

Stock Plants area at Works Compound 

Plantings in the New Eremophila Garden 

Pied Honeyeater - Brian Reichelt White - fronted Chat - Brian Reichelt



Rhagodia spinescens - Coralie Bee

Sarcocornia s.sp     

Chenopods are plants of the Chenopodiaceae family.
There are at least 11 genera at AALBG:
Saltbush - Atriplex, Rhagodia
Bluebush - Maireana
Ruby Saltbush - Enchylaena tomentosa
Rolypoly - Salsola
Samphires - Sarcocornia
Copperburrs - Sclerolaena
Cannonball Burr - Dissocarpus

Chenopods are a very important family of arid plants 
as they provide homes, protection and food for birds, 
lizards, insects and small animals, and are also a soil 
stabilizer. Identification of Chenopods is mainly from 
their fruit as their flowers are very insignificant.

Saltbush are most prevalent in the drier arid area of 
Australia and are so called because of their ability to 
grow in saline conditions. Their roots take up the salt 
and it is stored in the leaves which can be used in 
breads and casseroles.

They are quite often Dioecious (separate male and 
female plants) and their leaves are flat and blue-grey 
in colour. Saltbush is found all over the world but 
Australia has about 50 genera and there are about 
10 genera at AALBG.

A. nummularia, Old Man Saltbush.  This is probably the 
largest of the saltbushes growing to about 4m wide 
by 2m high and is long lived, fire repellent and light 
reflective. It has been used as a hedge very successfully. 
A. vesicaria (Bladder Saltbush), A. holocarpa  
Pop Saltbush), and  A. cinerea  (Coastal Saltbush) are 
a few of the other saltbushes at AALBG.

Rhagodia (meaning ‘with berries’) fruit is a red berry. 
R. preissii,  R. candolleana  R. spinescens 
R. parabolica, Rhagodia parabolica are some of the 
species at the AALBG.

Bluebush Maireana, formerly named Kochia, is found 
naturally only in Australia. They  are called Bluebush 
because of the blue-grey colour of their leaves. They 
are a very interesting genera because of the  papery 
wing surrounding the fruit.  This wing can be mistaken 
for the flower because it is often a bright colour (red, 
orange, pink) and can be a very attractive feature of 
the plant.

Their flowers are very small and mostly unnoticed 
and their leaves are rounded and narrow, sometimes 
slightly succulent, and between 1-2cm long. This is 
mainly how they are distinguished from saltbush.
Bluebush are mostly dioecious.
Identifying each species is best done by checking 
the size, colour and shape of the winged fruit. 

At  AALBG:  

M. sedifolia Pearl Bluebush lives to over 150 years, 
is cultivated in Israel for its foliage (the stems, not 
the flowers) and widely used in floristry. In Australia 
it’s favourite tucker for sheep and cattle and an 
impressive garden shrub.
M. brevifolia Small-leaf Bluebush is the first to 
grow after ground disturbance and quite common. 
M. astrotricha Low Bluebush, M. appressa  Palefruit 
Bluebush, M. aphylla  Leafless Bluebush, M. georgii  
Satiny Bluebush,  M. triptera  Three winged Bluebush,  
M. turbinata   Top Bluebush, M pentatropis Erect 
Mallee Bluebush, M. pyramidata Black Bluebush, M. 
cannonii   Cannons Bluebush. I am sure there are a 
couple of more species out there as well.
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Chenopods by Chris Nayda

A chenopod association at the  

AALBG

Old Man Saltbush , Atriplex 

nummularia

Leaves of Atriplex nummularia

Bladder Saltbush fruit, Atriplex vesicaria   

Rhagodia parabolica berries, Powell 

Gardens Quorn - Coralie Bee

Maireana 

astrotricha fruit
Maireana sedifolia 

(male) in flower  

Ruby Saltbush Enchylaena tomentosa grows naturally in this area and their fruits can be eaten. Some people have made a cordial from the fruit.

Samphires     Sarcocornia  These are found in saline areas i.e. around coastlines. These are edible and are found in restaurants steamed like asparagus and served with a steak (but are very expensive).
Copperburrs Sclerolaena obliquicuspis. These are those prickly plants that attach to your socks. Sclerolaena brachyptera is the only plant in the genus without prickles.  It is a very low growing shrub and can be seen in the AALBG. It would be good in a rock garden.  On the left of the picture can be seen the fruits of a Pop Saltbush on the ground.     

Dissocarpus paradoxus  The Cannonball Plant is a hairy blue-grey shrub growing to about 30cm and grows very quickly after a rain.  I find it quite attractive when young.

Chris Nayda
Acknowledgements
Simply Salt Bush - Nadine Brown

Enchylena tomentosa, plump 

berries  

Sclerolaena obliquicuspis

Dissocarpus paradoxus, the 
Cannonball plant

Sclerolaena brachyptera        

Shortwinged copperburr   

Salsolola kali, Rolypoly 



Before

After

Renewals for Corporate Memberships for the 2020 year are due on 1st January 2020.

Renewals of Memberships for Friends (singles & families) were due on 1st July 2019,  
at the start of the NEW FINANCIAL YEAR 2019-2020. 

Discounts for the purchase of meals and gifts in the café and gift shop only apply to the Friends 
Membership card holder/s and cannot be transferred to family and friends who are not members.

Reminder Are you financial?

Two things we can learn more about: pruning and potting mixes.
Here is a recently pruned eremophila, the before and after photos. 
The aim was to achieve a ‘windswept’ look. 

In Port Augusta I have used a ‘heavy’ good native potting mix, with 
the addition of vermiculite and coconut fibre for water retention 
in early bonsai stages. Later on add some heavy grit for better 
drainage. Elsewhere some  start off with an orchid mix, plus the grit 
and vermiculite. I’ve even read about bringing Arid Lands bonsai in 
under cover when it rains so the mix doesn’t get too wet. 

The AALBG have received publicity in recent months with articles in 
the Victorian Native Bonsai Club magazine about our activities - all 
good.

Photos by Jim Hayward.

Join or Renew Subscription & Contacts
 Enclosed is my:

 Subscription $  

 Donation $  

 TOTAL $  

PLEASE TICK:   ▪ New Membership   ▪ Renewal of Membership

NAME:   Dr  /  Mr  /  Mrs  /  Miss  /  Ms:   

Address:   

   Date:  

Email Address:   

DIRECT DEBIT BANKING DETAILS 
BSB: 035-065 

Account No.: 164 604 
Account Name: FAALBG 

Reference: 'name of person banking'
Please notify by email to friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
Individual (1 adult) $30 

Due annually 1st July. Includes 1 membership card.
Family (2 adults & dependent children under 18) $50 
Due annually 1st July. Includes 2 membership cards.  

(2 forms must be filled in).
Corporate $250 Due annually 1st January.  

(includes 1 membership card issued in one name 
nominated by the business)

Issued November 2019 by Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta Inc.  Designed, Produced and Supported by Multi Print SA Port Augusta ~ Telephone: (08) 8641 0900

President: John Zwar Mobile: 0408 887 565 Email: jzwar@bigpond.com
Vice President: Brian Reichelt Mobile: 0418 896 995 Email: breich@bigpond.net.au
Treasurer: Geraldine Davis Phone: (08) 8648 6399 Mobile: 0418 447 020 Email: glgadavis@bigpond.com
Secretary: Christine Nayda Mobile: 0434 717 382 Email: b.nayda@bigpond.com
Editor: Julie Owen Mobile: 0408 866 385 Email: jayowen@bigpond.com
PO Box 2040, Port Augusta, South Australia 5700 Email: friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au

2019 Corporate Members

Bonsai Interest Group by Jim Hayward
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TO JOIN OR RENEW SUBSCRIPTION 
Request a form from Contacts or collect one from the Visitor Centre 

or fill in this form and send with remittance to: 
Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Port Augusta Inc. 

PO Box 2040, Port Augusta SA 5700 
www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org

Any donation will be gratefully accepted. Donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible. Please make cheques payable to
'Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Inc.' Receipts will be posted. A SAE would be appreciated but not obligatory.

2019 CORPORATE MEMBERS OF FRIENDS OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDENWe encourage Friends to patronise their businesses.Don't forget to mention that you are a Friend of the AALBG and that we appreciate their business participating as a corporate member of the Friends.
Augusta Courtyard Motel • BHP • Cinema Augusta • Crossroads Eco Motel • Crossroads Pharmacies • D & G Tyre Sales  Dan van Holst Pellekaan MP • Enfield Furnishers • First National Real Estate • Flinders Hotel • Flinders Power • Ghan Medical Centre Gulf and Ranges Optometrists • Harvey Furniture and Carpets • Helloworld • Johnstone Withers • Kevin Freeman Electrical • Max Cranes • Northpoint Toyota • Pizza Hut • Port Augusta Physiotherapy Centre • Port Augusta Refrigeration • Quorn Caravan Park  • Rossigns/MultiprintRowe Partners • Southern Cross Austereo • Spencer Gulf Law • Spencer Gulf Security • West Side Newsagency

THE AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN IS PROUDLY  
OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE PORT AUGUSTA CITY COUNCIL

www.aalbg.sa.gov.au


