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FIELD TRIPS
 
 
Bird Watching Field Trips for Birds SA,  
PORT AUGUSTA GROUP 

Sunday 17th February: Bowmans Park.  
Meet at Crystal Brook Info. Park (Main Street)  
at 8:30am.

Sunday 24th March: Chinamans Creek.  
Meet at turn off on Augusta Highway at 8:00am.     
(Wear beach walking footwear.)

Saturday 13th / Sunday 14th April:   
White Cliffs, Pedler’s Scrub, Bundaleer Reservoir. 
Meet at Koolunga Bunyip Reserve at 9:00am.  
(Camp out. Some facilities available.)                                                         

Friday 17th / Saturday 18th  /Sunday 19th / 
Monday 20th May: Witchelina Nature Reserve. 
Meet at Lyndhurst Pub at 11:00am.  
(Camp out. Facilities available. Costs apply.) 

Please bring: binoculars, sturdy footwear, hat,  
sun protection, morning tea and lunch.  
Contacts: Peter 8642 5723 / 0457 708 859 or 
Bernie 0419 863 834 / b.haase@telstra.com 
 

2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 
 
FRIENDS MEETINGS

Saturday 2nd March 1:00pm 
Guest Speaker: Mike Chuk.  
Topic: “Busting Buffel Grass at Bon Bon  
Station Reserve.”

Saturday 1st June 1:00pm 
Guest Speaker: Jan Forrest OAM.  
Topic: “The Great Victoria Desert.”

Saturday 31st August 1:00pm 
Guest Speaker: Uwe Stroeher Ph.D. (Microbiology) 
Topic: “Soil microbes the world under foot.”  
(Soil Microbiology and what it can do for you, 
using some Australian natives as examples.)

Saturday 2nd December 1:00pm 
Guest Speakers: Brian Reichelt and Peter Hall  
Topic “Achievements at the AALBG in 2019.”
 
February 17th PLANT STALL  
at Wilmington Town Oval at the Beautiful Valley Op 
Shop Family Fun Fair. Volunteer helpers needed. 
Contact Secretary Chris Nayda on 0434 717 382.
 
March 1st / 2nd BONSAI INTEREST 
GROUP (BIG) GATHERINGS,  
10am-12noon both days, Arid Explorers Garden. 
 
April 6th / 7th AALBG PLANT STALLS at both 
the LAURA FOLK FAIR and the CLARE AUTUMN 
GARDEN EVENT. Volunteer helpers needed. 
Contact Secretary Chris Nayda on 0434 717 382.
 

May 26th BOTANIC GARDENS OPEN DAY
 

September 1st WATTLE DAY 
 

October 10th BGANZ CONGRESS
 

October 21st-27th BIRD WEEK  
Two early morning bird walks at the AALBG 

Crotolaria cunninghamii - John Zwar

Firstly my best wishes to all Friends of the AALBG and 
readers for a very happy and productive new year. It 
has certainly been hot for the first part of summer with 
temperatures up to 49 degrees in Port Augusta and 
many days in the mid 40s. Our plants are certainly 
tough to survive in these conditions. Some kangaroos 
have died in the Garden from heat stress.

Our most impressive piece of news is that the AALBG 
recorded 112,793 visitors for the 2018 calendar year, 
our highest number of visitors ever, up from 99,076 
the previous year. Garden staff and Friends volunteers 
are applauded for this wonderful achievement! Awards 
received and far reaching good publicity on the Garden 
through 2018 no doubt helped achieve this result. 

The Friends will once again conduct plant sales at the 
Laura Folk Fair and the Clare Autumn Garden event, 
both on the weekend of 6th and 7th April. They are 
generally our biggest plant sales of the year and 
if you are in a position to help on one or both days 
please contact Secretary Chris Nayda who can provide  
more information. 

The feral proof fence along the northern boundary has 
been completed by Friends volunteers, Garden staff 
and a paid fencing contractor. There are still about 
5 Km of this fence to be completed and this work 
should be done this year, once weather cools. The very 
impressive large picnic shelter secured by a Friends 
“Fund my Neighbourhood” grant is now complete 
with seating and a drinking fountain and attractively 
landscaped. The bulk of the work was undertaken by 
Friends volunteers and additional funding provided by 
the Friends to complete this project. Our volunteers 
continue with mulching and pruning and general 
garden maintenance in cooler spells. The Friends 
have also secured funding for the Garden from 
corporate sponsors BHP ($10,000) and Flinders Power 
Partnership ($50,000) which has been used mainly for 
the feral proof boundary fence. We are most grateful 
for these donations and continue to seek corporate 
funding to further improve the Garden.

We hope for a very successful year for the AALBG and 
look forward to seeing you at our March meeting if you 
can make it.

Best wishes, John Zwar - OAM, President.

NEXT MEETING 
Date & Time:  Saturday 2nd March, 1:00pm
Venue: WMC Meeting Room, AALBG
Topic:  Busting Buffel Grass at Bon Bon  
            Station Reserve
Guest Speaker: Mike Chuk
Mike has enjoyed a career that has taken him to 
many remote locations in the outback where he’s 
worked with National Parks and in Natural Resource 
Management.  Mike and wife Julia recently spent 
four years as Reserve Managers at Bon Bon Station 
Reserve for Bush Heritage Australia, where one of the 
biggest challenges was controlling buffel grass.  
He has recently 
retired to Port 
Augusta and 
continues 
to enjoy his 
interest in arid 
zone gardening 
and natural 
history. 
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Since our last Newsletter in November 2018, our 
Propagators have continued to work closely with 
the Garden Propagation Staff and large numbers of 
plants have been produced. The assistance by this 
group will place the Garden in a good position with 
very good quality plants for this year’s plant sales to 
be attended by the Friends. 
The outdoor Volunteers have completed the first 
section (1.85 Km) of the new northern boundary 
fence and now wait for some cooler weather to 
commence on the Stuart Highway boundary (1 
Km). This will replace the worst sections of the old 
boundary fence with a further 4 Km to be replaced 
as funds become available.

The Picnic Area is now complete with Staff and 
Friends installing the picnic table settings and 
drinking fountain.  The Friends would like to thank 
Flinders Power Partnerships for their generous 
donation of these items for the Picnic Area.

With the weather warming quickly over the 
December and January period, work in the Garden 
has been slowed due to the high temperatures 
experienced, however, some mulching and 
pruning has been completed in conjunction with 
Garden Staff.

As previously mentioned, once the weather cools 
we will then commence the next section of the 
boundary fence, and work towards laying road base 
on the remaining pathway on the western side of 
the Desert Courtyard area.

Friends have been working offsite and are currently 
constructing an information bay for Bird Watchers 
to use as it is estimated that they account for 
around 30% of the Garden’s visitors.

Volunteers in The Garden by Brian Reichelt
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Mulching in place - Brian Reichelt

Info Bay for Bird Watchers - Brian Reichelt

Brian Reichelt, Leo, Lily Mae, and  Kim Maule  
from Flinders Power - Peter Taylor Photography

Finished Picnic Area - Brian Reichelt
Feral Proof Fence, Northern Boundary  
- Brian Reichelt

Feral Proof Fence, Northern Boundary 
- Brian Reichelt

Building the Picnic Area - Brian Reichelt

Mulching begins - Brian Reichelt

New SA butterflies and moths website launched.
Following the successful launch of the SA butterflies and moths website authored by Roger Grund and re-designed by Fan Feng from Carnegie Mellon University you are provided with the link to the new website as follows:   www.sabutterflies.org.au/home/

Snippets from 
The Garden

Swainsona greyana flowering in  December at AALBG  - John Zwar

Bursaria spinosa Christmas Bush in  

bloom December  - John Zwar

Drinking Fountain in Picnic Area - Brian Reichelt



   

   

Two “New” Birds for AALBG Bird List         
On the 8th November 2018, three birders from 
England saw a Terek Sandpiper (Xenus cinereus) on 
the beach at the Matthew Flinders Red Cliff Lookout. 
Tereks breed along larger rivers and fresh water lakes 
from north-eastern Europe to Siberia, and migrate to 
Africa, southern Asia and Australasia for the southern 
hemisphere summer. We have seen Tereks locally 
before but not within the boundaries of the AALBG.
Then (it’s all happening), on the 15th November 2018, 
a mini bus load of birders on tour, pulled up in the car 
park and tour leader Steve Potter spotted, in a nearby 

flowering eucalypt, a male Scarlet Honeyeater  
(Myzomela sanguinolenta) - the first one ever 
recorded in South Australia. Amazing! 

Scarlet Honeyeaters are found along the east 
coast of Australia from about Coen in far-north 
Queensland to about Melbourne in Victoria. Over 
the next few days, birders from near and far South 
Australia, looked around the AALBG unsuccessfully 
for a glimpse of the bird. But it had disappeared 
completely, probably hunted by the local 
Honeyeaters defending their food source. 

We had good numbers of Black Honeyeaters at the 
time but they have also moved on now that the 
eremophilas have finished flowering.

Footnote: Not to be outdone, a member of our local 
bird group spotted a Citrine Wagtail (Montacilla 
cetreola) at the Whyalla Wetlands on Boxing Day 
2018, the fifth ever sighting for Australia. But that’s 
another place, and another story.

Our next Bonsai Interest Group (BIG)  
Gatherings are set for:

• Friday 1st March, 10am - 12noon

• Saturday 2nd March, 10am - 12noon

All welcome, in the Arid Explorers Garden.

Some BIG Friends are members of the Victorian 
Native Bonsai Club. Their December newsletter 
featured acacias and a page headed, “Acacias in 
Port Augusta”. Our Australian Arid Lands Botanic 
Garden and Chris Nayda’s ‘Wattle Walk’ were 
mentioned, along with photos and comment 
on some acacias being grown here as bonsai 
specimens. 

In case the weather has been warm for your bonsai, 
here is Acacia oswaldii (above)… looking good as 
featured in the VNBC newsletter, not so good, and 
with new green shoots coming!

Acacia papyrcarpa; (right) grows for up to 600 years.  
Here it is; been in a bonsai pot for a year.  
I have many more years of happy enjoyment!

BIG Friends by Jim Hayward
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Bird Talk from The Garden by Peter Langdon

Terek Sandpiper - Ian Hillery (UK) Scarlet Honeyeater - Steve Potter Citrine Wagtail - Brian Reichelt

Flindersia maculosa or Leopardwood is a graceful, upright tree with weeping branches, usually on a single trunk. In its juvenile stage it is a spiny, tangled shrub, and as it matures it turns into an upright graceful tree. It gets its name from the mottled bark on the mature tree.

Leopardwood is slow growing and I think flowered for the first time in the AALBG in 2018, although it is still in its juvenile stage. In time it grows to about 15 metres.

The photos of the mature tree and mature trunk shown here were taken in Mutawintji National Park near Broken Hill.

Flindersia is named after Captain Matthew Flinders, and maculosa refers to the spotted trunk.

Peter’s Plants by Peter Hall

Leopardwood, juvenile, showing spiny tangled 
shrub remnants, AALBG

Leopardwood in flower, 

near end of Conference 

Room, AALBG

Leopardwood, juvenile, Nov 2018, AALBG
Flindersia maculosa, 

mature tree, Mutawintji 

National Park

Flindersia maculosa, mottled bark on mature tree, Mutawintji National Park





SPENCER GULF SECURITY SERVICE

Are you financial?  
Renewals for Corporate Memberships for the 2019 year were due 1st January, 2019. 

Renewals of Memberships for Friends (singles & families) were due on 1st July 2018,  
at the start of the NEW FINANCIAL YEAR 2018-2019. 

Discounts for the purchase of meals and gifts in the café and gift shop only apply to the Friends 
Membership card holder/s and cannot be transferred to family and friends who are not members.

Reminder

AALBG Apprentice Gardener Perry Jones was presented with a Playford Trust award 
at the Friends December 2018 meeting. Perry with AALBG Manager Natalie Munns 
(left) and Dr Kate Delaporte (right) from the Playford Trust. Photo - John Zwar.

Late last year the AALBG was 
named as a finalist in two categories 
for the 2018 SA Tourism Awards   
(1. Ecotourism 2. Tourism Attraction). 

On November 9th the AALBG was 
presented with the  BRONZE AWARD 
in the Tourism Attraction category. Yet 
another award of which to be very 
proud to join the long list of those that 
have been awarded in just the last  
few years. 

Join or Renew Subscription & Contacts
 Enclosed is my:

 Subscription $  

 Donation $  

 TOTAL $  

PLEASE TICK:    New Membership    Renewal of Membership

NAME:   Dr  /  Mr  /  Mrs  /  Miss  /  Ms:   

Address:   

   Date:  

Email Address:   

DIRECT DEBIT BANKING DETAILS 
BSB: 035-065 

Account No.: 164 604 
Account Name: FAALBG 

Reference: 'name of person banking'
Please notify by email to friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
Individual (1 adult) $30 

Due annually 1st July. Includes 1 membership card.
Family (2 adults & dependent children under 18) $50 
Due annually 1st July. Includes 2 membership cards.  

(2 forms must be filled in).
Corporate $250 Due annually 1st January.  

(includes 1 membership card issued in one name 
nominated by the business)

Issued February 2019 by Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta Inc.  Designed, Produced and Supported by Multi Print SA Port Augusta ~ Telephone: (08) 8641 0900

President: John Zwar Mobile: 0408 887 565 Email: jzwar@bigpond.com
Vice President: Brian Reichelt Mobile: 0418 896 995 Email: breich@bigpond.net.au
Treasurer: Geraldine Davis Phone: (08) 8648 6399 Mobile: 0418 447 020 Email: glgadavis@bigpond.com
Secretary: Christine Nayda Mobile: 0434 717 382 Email: b.nayda@bigpond.com
Editor: Julie Owen Mobile: 0408 866 385 Email: jayowen@bigpond.com
PO Box 2040, Port Augusta, South Australia 5700 Email: friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au

2019 Corporate Members

Kudos for The Garden
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TO JOIN OR RENEW SUBSCRIPTION 
Request a form from Contacts or collect one from the Visitor Centre 

Or fill in this form and send with remittance to: 
Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Port Augusta Inc. 

PO Box 2040, Port Augusta SA 5700 
www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org

Any donation will be gratefully accepted. Donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible. Please make cheques payable to
'Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Inc.' Receipts will be posted. A SAE would be appreciated but not obligatory.

2019 CORPORATE MEMBERS OF FRIENDS OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDENWe welcome these corporate members and encourage Friends to patronise their businesses.Don't forget to mention that you are a Friend of the AALBG and that we appreciate their business participating as a corporate member of the Friends.

The shelter constructed in the AALBG picnic area adjacent to 
the car park showing seating, tables, drinking fountain and 
surrounding landscaping - John Zwar


