
Bernadette Reichstein and Cherie Gerlach,  
Tourism SA Awards, Ecotourism section, 
WINNER 2015.

2015 Winner, Ecotourism, Tourism SA Awards  
- Peter Hall

Dressed to Thrill, Central Oval Plantings - Deon Schumann

Christmas has come and gone and we are well 
into the new year. Despite the holiday period, work 
has continued apace at the Garden, co-ordinated 
by Friends deputy President Brian Reichelt who 
with Friends volunteers and paid staff has worked 
tirelessly through the summer. Brian, Peter 
Langdon and staff recently completed erecting a 
fence around the proposed Kidscape Park (play 
area) and planted saltbush all the way around the 
outside. The surrounds have been tidied up and a 
dry stone wall built. It all looks very impressive. All 
of the garden seats have been installed and bolted 
down and a new pergola erected at the entrance 
to the Garden from the car park. A new paid 
employee, Cory Keenan commenced work at the 
Garden recently, filling a vacancy.

The inaugural Botanic Garden Open Day will be held 
in Australia and New Zealand on Sunday, 29th May, 
2016. Botanic gardens, arboretum and gardens in 
Australia and New Zealand will celebrate the vital 
work botanic gardens do for plant conservation. 
We will participate with a bird walk, guided Garden 
tours and presentations on gardening with native 
plants, co-ordinated by the Friends.

A new book on Plants of the AALBG compiled 
by Friends Secretary Chris Nayda was launched 
by the Port Augusta Mayor on 28th January 
and this is selling well. The Garden was the 
winner of the 2015 Tourism SA Ecotourism 
Award and is now in the running for the national 
Ecotourism Award, great recognition indeed. 
By the end of 2015 the Garden had recorded 
more than 90,000 visitors; up from just over 
60,000 a couple of years ago and it is well and 
truly on the tourist map, as well as being very 
popular with locals. The gopher donated to the 
Friends by John and Julie Barrie now has solid 
tyres, donated by Shirley Mundy making it more 
serviceable in our prickly environment.

We have a great line-up of guest speakers and 
events for the coming year and look forward 
to seeing Friends at these. For those unable 
to travel we do appreciate your support and 
hope you enjoy keeping in touch and reading of 
progress in the Garden in the newsletter. I wish 
you all a happy and fulfilling new year.

NEXT MEETING - to be held in the Conference Room  at the AALBG Visitor Centre, 5th March, 2016. TOPIC - “Mangroves at the AALBG”GUEST SPEAKER - KRISTEN MESSENGERSponsored by Augusta Automall
Kristen Messenger began working at the St Kilda Mangrove Trail as an interpretative guide in 1989 then later went on to manage the trail operations on contract to Salisbury Council until 1999. After that time she focussed her attention on developing specialised Ecology Communication and Education programs and has spent the past 18 years developing specialised Eco-education and Creative Nature Based Science programs for a range of clients including the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide, The Adelaide Festival Centre, The SA Maritime Museum, Carrick Hill, The Adelaide Fringe, The Adelaide Festival, KESAB, The South Australian Museum,  Uni SA's Discovery Circle, Libraries, and Schools and Kindergartens across the state. She has never lost her passion for Mangroves and still lives in close proximity to the Barker Inlet Mangroves, near Port Adelaide. She has been a 'Friend' of the AALBG for a few years now and has conducted a number of her 'Bugs n Slugs' children's activities in the Port Augusta Garden which she cites as one of the top Botanic Gardens in Australia. She is very excited about sharing her knowledge and passion for Mangroves with the rest of the Friends and can't wait to discuss the opportunities for Mangrove experiences that exist in the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden. She is a big fan of all things in nature and is pictured here with her 15 year old silky bantam 'Nelix'. 

DIARY DATES 
 
Next Meeting Saturday 5th March 
1pm in the Conference Room
 

Birdlife Australia Club,  
Port Augusta and District, Field Trips 2016.
 - Sunday 21 February - Weroona Island and  
   Port Pirie Wetlands. 
   Meet at Mambray Creek Parking Bay 7.30am,  
   or Weroona Island Info Bay 8.00am.

 - Friday 25 March to Monday 28 March (4 days) 
   CAMP OUT (facilities available) at Corunna Station. 
   Meet at Tanks/Iron Knob turn-off 8.30am.

 - Sunday 17 April - Ironstone Hill Conservation Park.  
   Meet at Whyalla Wetlands 8.30am.

For further information phone:  
Peter 8642 5723 / 0457 708 859,  
or Greg 8648 6630 / 0459 088 052,  
or Bernie 0419 863 834
 

Botanic Garden Open Day
Sunday, 29th May, 2016 
Early morning Bird Walk, special guided tours  
around the Garden and John Zwar (Garden founder) 
will be giving a talk on "How to start your Arid  
native garden".
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2016
 
Friends of The Australian Arid Lands  

Botanic Garden Saturday Meetings 

1pm in the Conference Room at the  

AALBG Visitor Centre on:

- 5th March - Kristen Messenger, “Mangroves”.

- 4th June - Andrew Fielke, Chef & Native Food Expert  

  (TBC - if not for 4/6, then definitely in June for Andrew. 

  Alternate Speaker will be advised if necessary for 4/6).

- 3rd September - Annual General Meeting, then  

  Peter Hall & Brian Reichelt, “Friends Achievements in 2016”.

 - 3rd December - Ken Warnes, "Desert Flora of  

   the Gawler Ranges".
 

Feb 2016
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BOTANIC GARDEN OPEN DAY - Sunday 29th May
 

ARID SCULPTURAL FESTIVAL - Saturday 27th 

August (Opening) until Saturday 2nd October,  

and in conjunction with the Festival:

A September SPECIAL EVENT 

AALBG 20th Anniversary Celebration.

An October SPECIAL EVENT - Angus Stewart  

(from Gardening Australia) “Native Plants”.

20th Anniversary of AALBG 

The Official Opening Ceremony of the Australian Arid 

Lands Botanic Garden was held in 1996 - hence the 

seal for 2016 for the 20th Anniversary Year (top right).



www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org2.

Dressed to Thrill by Deon Schumann

PORT AUGUSTA’S NEW SPORTING HUB   
“DRESSED TO THRILL”

Port Augusta has seen many changes and 
developments over the past few years, with the newest 
addition being the Central Oval redevelopment. This 
area has been transformed from just an oval with 
out-of-date facilities to a $21 million dollar show-
piece for the city and northern areas, incorporating a 
magnificent state of the art sporting complex, and has 
been DRESSED TO THRILL with our AridSmart plant 
selection.

The garden areas within the precinct have been 
planted with over 2500 native plants all propagated at 
the AALBG AridSmart Nursery by staff and volunteers. 
Ground covers, shrubs and trees were used throughout 
the precinct, with thought being given to leaf colour, leaf 
shape, bark colour and flowers to highlight the areas.

As you drive into the complex the median strips 
have been mass-planted with Boronia crenulata and 
Halgania cyanea. These understory plantings will 
provide a mass of colour throughout the year, especially 
when the Halgania establishes and suckers throughout 
the site. Sturt’s Desert Pea were also planted in the 
area and have provided a spectacular show during 
the past few months. Hopefully the Sturt’s Desert 
Pea will seed in the area and will germinate and grow 
when conditions are right for them. Feature trees that 
have been used in the entrance drive are Corymbia 
papuana, Ghost Gum, and the Lemon Scented Gum, 
Corymbia citriodora. The gravel mulch in these areas 
is Kulpara Pebble, a bright yellow stone that really 
complements the deep green foliage of the Boronia 
and the deep blue flowers of the Halgania. 

The main gate entrance gardens contain mixed 
plantings of Eremophila, Acacia toondulya, Solanum 
sp, Xanthorrhoea, Sturt’s Desert Pea and Crinum. 
These are all low-growing species except for the 
Acacia toondulya as these were planted inside the 
fence line on a small raised mound. They will grow 
and provide movement to the area with their gentle 
swaying in the breeze and will not impede the view 
across the oval.

The main entrance Boulevard walk to the building 
has nine large garden areas built into the dark grey 
and orange coloured cement walkway that required 
a ‘formal planting scheme’. So these have a central 
planting of Lemon Scented Gum, the canopies of 
which, once matured, will provide a shaded walk area; 
and the stark white of the trunks will complement 
the rusted façade of the building. Around the edge of 
each garden bed a planting of Rhagodia spinescens 
has been put in place and is currently being pruned to 
form a low formal hedge, whilst through the centre of 
each of these garden areas Eremophila maculata ssp. 
brevifolia have been planted and will also be pruned to 
form a low hedge in the centre.

The main garden beds in the areas between the Netball 
Courts and main building contain mixed plantings of 
ground covers, shrubs and feature trees - Eucalyptus 
kruseana (Bookleaf Mallee), and Lemon Scented 
Gum. A vast selection of shrubs including Senecio 
magnificus, Alyogyne huegelii, assorted Eremophilas, 
Pycnosorus globosus, Gossypium sturtianum, Solanum 
orbiculatum, Maireana sedifolia, Myoporum and many 
other varieties have been included, to provide colour 
and texture with both flowers and foliage.

Six Acacia pycnantha, Golden Wattle (Australia’s Floral 
Emblem), have been planted in the garden areas 
across the western side of the building. Once these 
trees mature they will look spectacular in flower; the 
brilliant yellow of the flowers will complement the grey 
façade of the building and the silver/ white trunks will 
contrast with the aluminium uprights of the ‘building 
windows’. All the garden areas have had sub-surface 
irrigation installed and have been mulched with the 
City Council tree trimming leaf mulch.

The Southern side outer perimeter fence line has 
been clad in a deep blue colorbond corrugated iron, 
and the plantings along this area have been chosen 
to complement this deep blue colour. This garden 
strip has been alternatively planted with Eucalyptus 
kruseana, Maireana sedifolia, Melaleuca coccinea 
and all under-planted with Myoporum parvifolium. The 
silver blue foliage of the Bookleaf Mallee and the Pearl 
Bluebush and the brilliant red flowers of the Melaleuca 

look striking against the blue background. The Bookleaf 
Mallee has been used in this area as once the trees 
become leggy and begin to lose their shape they will 
be cut back to stumps so they can regrow, creating a 
fresh new look every few years. These plantings have 
also been mirror-imaged along the Northern boundary 
fence line.

A separate traffic island bed in the car park/roadway 
area has been slightly raised and covered in the yellow 
Kulpara Pebble and red stone mulch and has been 
entirely planted with Triodia spp Porcupine Grass and 
Sturt’s Desert Pea. The feature tree in this garden 
area is an Acacia papyrocarpa, Western Myall. Ptilotus 
nobilis and Ptilotus obovatus have been planted in 
the large parking bay strips and Acacia aneura is the 
feature trees in these areas.

The Western perimeter gardens adjacent to the 
highway have been planted with Eucalyptus sargentii, 
Sargents Mallet, and Corymbia citriodora in keeping 
with the already established large Eucalypt species. 
The garden area beneath these trees has been 
mass planted with Atriplex cinerea, creeping coastal 
saltbush. It is contrasting well with the low grey cement 
retainer wall and black tubular perimeter fence line. 
This plant has exceeded all expectations in this area 
and is proving to be a magnificent ground cover with 
the silver foliage and pink new growing tips. This is a 
beautiful contrast plant and I can see it becoming very 
popular with the home gardener.

All plantings are growing exceptionally well and have 
been a blaze of colour for some months now. So if 
you are driving past and have some time to spare, 
drop into the facility and have a walk around and take 
a look at the plantings, as all the plants are suitable 
for the home garden. Hmmmm, you may find one or 
two plants here that you like and could be planted 
in your home garden….. DRESSED TO THRILL your 
neighbourhood!!!

Deon Schumann - Collection Co-ordinator,  
Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden,  
Port Augusta, South Australia.

As of November 2015 Deon relocated to Adelaide  
as Horticultural Supervisor with Bedford Industries.

All the plant selection, placement and design for the plantings was done by Deon who had to submit for approval to the redevelopment committee reports 
on each garden section with soil preparation, irrigation layout and plant selections, mulches and depths from top of kerb lines (to avoid the untidiness and 
maintenance issue of gravels and mulch spilling out into the car park areas). All plantings were completed by the AALBG staff. 



Senna circinnata - Peter HallSenna circinnata - Peter Hall
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Peter’s Plants by Peter Hall

SPOTTED NIGHTJAR (Eurostopodus argus)

On the morning of 12th December 2015, intent on photographing a Pied Honeyeater in the 

Eremophila Garden, I flushed a Spotted Nightjar roosting on the ground amongst the rough 

mulch and woody ground litter. Trying to keep the bird in sight as it weaved away between the 

Eremophilas, I moved and flushed a second bird - Bugger!

After many minutes of moving slowly scanning the ground with my binoculars (and flushing 

another bird in the process) I finally got some photos. The birds seen were all juveniles, evident 

by the ginger-tinged plumage (adults do not have this) and although mostly solitary, do mob up 

post-breeding, when birds are on the move.

Nightjars hawk flying insects mostly at dawn and dusk, showing a large white spot on each wing 

as they pursue their prey. Although their beak is small, they have a very large gape to scoop up 

large moths etc.

The Spotted Nightjar has been seen at the Garden before, but is not seen often. Maybe it’s 

because of its cryptic colouration and the fact that you nearly step on them before they will move.

Senna circinnata is to my way of thinking one of the most ornamental 
sennas and probably one of the toughest. It grows naturally in southwest 
Queensland and northwest New South Wales to approximately 2.5 - 3m in 
height and 1.5m in width.

It has terete, almost needle like, leaves which are bright green, and the 
flowers are yellow. To me, the most attractive part of the plant is the coiled 
seed pods. The seed pods are yellow and with the sun in the right place take 
on a golden glow. The name circinnata is because of the coiled seed pods.

It can be seen growing on either side of the paved footpath going from the 
Car Park to the Visitor Centre at the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden.

The Shelter was donated to the Garden 
by the Friends of the Australian Arid 
Lands Botanic Garden and erected 
by Civil Construction Trainees in a 
course conducted by Carey Training. 
The Garden Log Setting was originally 
donated by the Port Augusta Garden 
Club and has been restored by Ian 
and Jan Hopwood, volunteers and 
Friends of the Australian Arid Lands  
Botanic Garden.

Installation of plaque, plantings and 
irrigation. This was a great team effort 
by Ryan Hayward, Peter Langdon  
and Brian Reichelt.

Upgrade of Service Area to Cafe, 
installed by Brian Reichelt,  
Ryan Hayward, Ryan Blaschek.

Many, many, many hours in fact 
approximately 300 hours through 
summer have been put in at the Garden 
by FAALBG Volunteers hard at work on 
various projects - Playscape fencing 
and plantings, service area upgrade 
including walling, installation of the 30th 
Anniversary of the Friends plaque along 
with irrigation and plantings, furniture 
restoration for under the new shelter, and 
the completion of the memorial benches 
construction and installation project.

Bird Talk from the Garden by Peter Langdon

Volunteers at Work Photos by Brian Reichelt

Can you spot the bird? – Peter Langdon

Juvenile Spotted Nightjar - Peter Langdon

Name the Volunteer 
(clue: look at the hat).

Newly constructed Playscape  
fence-line and plantings.



New Book! Plants of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, by Chris Nayda
•  PRICE: $12.95 each (extra for postage).   •   SPECIAL DEAL: ONE Plants of the AALBG + ONE Birds of the AALBG 2nd Edition, $20 (extra for postage).
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Join or Renew Subscription & Contacts
 Enclosed is my:

 Subscription $  

 Donation $  

 TOTAL $  

PLEASE TICK:    New Membership    Renewal of Membership

NAME:   Dr  /  Mr  /  Mrs  /  Miss  /  Ms:   

Address:   

   Date:  

Email Address:   

DIRECT DEBIT BANKING DETAILS 
BSB: 035-065 

Account No.: 164 604 
Account Name: FAALBG 

Reference: 'name of person banking'

Please notify by email to friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION 
Individual (1 adult) $30 

Due annually 1st July. Includes 1 membership card.

Family (2 adults & dependent children under 18) $50 
Due annually 1st July. Includes 2 membership cards.  

(2 forms must be filled in).

Corporate $250 Due annually 1st January.

TO JOIN OR RENEW SUBSCRIPTION 
Request a form from Contacts or collect one from the Visitor Centre 

Or fill in this form and send with remittance to: 
Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Port Augusta Inc. 

PO Box 2040, Port Augusta SA 5700 
www.australian-aridlands-botanic-garden.org

Any donation will be gratefully accepted. Donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible. Please make cheques payable to
'Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden Inc.' Receipts will be posted. A SAE would be appreciated but not obligatory.



2016 Corporate Sponsors
2016 CORPORATE MEMBERS OF FRIENDS OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARID LANDS BOTANIC GARDEN

We welcome these Corporate Members and encourage Friends to patronise their businesses.

Don't forget to mention that you are a Friend of the AALBG and that we appreciate their business participating as a corporate member of the Friends.

WESTSIDE VEGIE PATCH

PW & MK SOLOMON

Book Launch 28 January 2016 
- Peter Hall.

Left Photo: Author Chris Nayda, Mayor Sam Johnson (who launched the book), CEO John Banks (MC), & FAALBG Corporate Members/Sponsors from the  
business sector who responded to their invitation to attend the launch, ANZ Bank (Lyn), Augusta Automall (Shaun), & Better Home Supplies (Lorenzo).

Chris Nayda, book signing, AALBG 
28 January 2016 - Peter Hall. Plants of the AALBG, cover of book & sample double page - Bernie Reichstein.

President: John Zwar Phone Home: (08) 8338 6658 Work: (08) 8372 6876 Email: jzwar@bigpond.com
Vice President: Brian Reichelt Mobile: 0418 896 995 Email: breich@bigpond.net.au

Treasurer: Geraldine Davis Phone: (08) 8648 6399 Mobile: 0418 447 020 Email: glgadavis@bigpond.com
Secretary: Christine Nayda Phone: (08) 8642 4684 Mobile: 0434 717 382 Email: b.nayda@bigpond.com

PO Box 2040, Port Augusta, South Australia 5700 Email: friends@aalbg.sa.gov.au
Issued February 2016 by Friends of the Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden, Port Augusta Inc.  Designed, Produced and Supported by Multi Print SA Port Augusta ~ Telephone: (08) 8641 0900


